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But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into 
exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare.
                Jeremiah 29:7

the hopewell project

 “Our actions should demonstrate mercy 
to people in need—people who live in our 
neighborhoods, and who we see on the 
roads we travel daily.”  -- Gregg Garner

HOME REPAIR

SOCIAL SERVICES CLEANING

“I work six days a week, 
but I try to schedule a 
time in my week to help 
my neighbors, especially 
elderly folks. “ 
-- Taylor Maute. 

OUTDOOR CLEANUP

HOME MAINTENANCE
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“It’s Happening In Hopewell”
    By:  Rosemary Sherrod

Home improvement is an important way we serve the elderly, but we never 
want that to take the place of humanizing, social interaction. On this partic-
ular day, Rosemary Sherrod visited with a neighbor, listerning to stories from 
her life, while several young ladies cleaned the house. 

“See, just as the LORD my God has charged me, I now teach you statutes 
and ordinances for you to observe in the land that you are about to en-
ter and occupy. You must observe them diligently, for this will show your 
wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 
(Deut 4:5-6)

It is happening.  People are seeing and hearing what we are doing in our 
neighborhood of Hopewell and it is affecting attitudes and actions—
not only in Hopewell but also in the surrounding area.  

What are we doing?  In accordance with the Lord’s command in 
Jeremiah 29:7, we are seeking the welfare of the city where the Lord 
has sent us.  In part, this is being accomplished through consistent times 
of prayer and community service.  Each week, twenty to thirty people 
from our community serve the elderly, widows, and single mothers in 
our small city of Hopewell. 

The benefit of serving those in need can be qualified in objective terms.  
For example, we can directly connect home maintenance projects to im-
proved conditions of safety and health.  By removing shrubs that invade 
walkways, constructing handicap railings, replacing rotten floors, repair-
ing bathroom plumbing, and installing proper lighting, the lives of our 
neighbors are greatly improved.  

Deuteronomy 4 speaks of another benefit of observing the Lord’s com-
mand in the place where you live—others are inspired by seeing and 
hearing about your good works.  Over the past several months, we have 
heard reports from others, in and outside of Hopewell, who were not 
only inspired by what we are doing, but also challenged to serve their 
neighbors.

“I see you doing things for my mother that I should be doing. I’m going 
to do better,” was the comment from a man who acknowledged that, 
although he intended to care for his elderly parent, he didn’t always fol-
low through.  

Recently, a local business owner showed unusual favor to one of our 
organization’s members by offering hours of professional counsel and 
sharing proprietary information at no cost.  Afterwards, explaining to 
the young man why he was helping him, he said:  

God has allowed us to hear these less objective results of our service, 
namely, the effect it has on others.  Minds and hearts change when people 
see and hear God’s word lived out. When attitudes change, actions follow. 

“I don’t really know who you 
[G.O.D. Intl] are, but I heard what 
you are doing in Hopewell and it 

is changing the whole area.”  ][

When Jesus was challenged by a lawyer who asked him, “Who is my neigh-
bor?”  he responded with the story of “The Good Samaritan” (Luke 10:29-
37). Earlier, the lawyer had shared with Jesus that his understanding of 
meaningful life was connected to loving God with everything, and “loving 
your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus affirmed his understanding, and then em-
phasized action: “Do this and you will live.”

Through the power of narrative, Jesus has much to say about the ability 
humans have to sidestep issues of responsibility (literally, for the priest and 
Levite) related to the needs of people who are in their direct proximity. 

The road between Jericho and Jerusalem was a common route. Many of Je-
sus’ listeners would have taken the road themselves. Jesus would have used 
it many times to go between Jerusalem and Galilee. It’s a 15-mile route 
that, in decent conditions, they could have traveled in about eight to nine 
hours, by foot. 

In Jesus’ story, he asks who was a “neighbor” to the man in need, and the 
lawyer “supposed” it was the one who showed mercy. Jesus affirmed his 
answer, and again emphasized action: “Go and do likewise.”

My point is simple: our actions should demonstrate mercy to people in 
need, those who fill the landscape of our day to day lives—people who live 
in our neighborhoods, and who we see on the roads we travel daily. 

This was what Jesus understood to be a meaningful life. Loving our neigh-
bor as ourselves is a command, and commands aren’t given to just be un-
derstood, they are given to “do.” 

In this edition of the Global Voice, we’d like to share with you some of what 
we are doing in our neighborhood for those in need, as we try to obey the 
command, and “love our neighbor.” 

God bless you! Go and do likewise!

By: Gregg Garner

T H O U G H T S
. “Showing Mercy”

 In our neighborhood, overgrown areas 
remain until city services are scheduled. In 
the meantime, sidewalks are obstructed, 
visibility on roadways is impaired, and the 
neighborhood has a general appearance 
of neglect. Taking responsibility for our 
neighbors includes cleaning up the com-
mon areas that affect everyone.


