
E Q U I P P I N G  A  G L O B A L LY  C O N S C I O U S  C O M M U N I T Y 

T O  S E R V E  T H E  P O O R  A N D  M A R G I N A L I Z E D. . .

LOVE THAT 
REQUIRES ACTION

   The resounding command of ‘hear 
and obey’ throughout the Bible teaches 
that an education is only as good as the 
quality of people it produces. Students 
who come to serve with the G.O.D. Int’l 
movement receive extensive education 
so that they can offer opportunities 
for quality transformation to a world 
in need.  The Institute for G.O.D. Int’l 
is the training center that prepares 
students to contribute holistically to 
impoverished communities.  
  Matured and sharpened by the 
experience of classroom education, 
our love for God and the people we 
serve is the motivating force behind 
our vocation.  This love extends beyond 
a confession, and demands action, 
finding its model in the redemptive 
work displayed in the life of Jesus.  Jesus’ 
example propels us into action as we 
become educated and mature into the 
image of Christ, properly displaying his 
image to those whom we serve.  It is our 
education which equips us to serve, and 
our love which compels us to serve. 
     As we move toward permanent 
presence, the quality of this presence 
among the poor is contingent upon the 

In our world language can be as divisive as national borders. In a world rapidly becoming “smaller” due to technology 
and transportation the need for second and third language acquisition is on the rise. For a movement engaged in cross-
cultural education and development, such acquisition is a necessity. Aware that nothing is more fundamental in creating 
solidarity with communities of need, the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l offers 5 language programs - Swahili, Luganda, Hindi, 
Tagalog, and Spanish.  Pictured left:  Shaun Galford and Brett Madron converse in Tagalog to learn more about the lives of the 
men who live in a slum in Olongapo City, Philippines.  
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Chelsea Lowe shares a smile with an Indian woman as they care for her newborn child.  With maternal and newborn health severely 
ailing in India, a healthcare emphasis is central to the work of our movement in this region.

By Adam Loeffler

way we live today.  While the community in 
Antioch continues to train and serve locally, we 
presently have team members in both East Africa 
and the Philippines conducting research, continuing 
projects initiated this past summer and furthering 
relationships with those whom we serve. 
      This past summer 80 people served in the 4 regions 
in which our movement works, and all 4 regional 

teams had presence in their respective regions for at 
least 3 months.  From initiating community based 
education programs to building latrines to improve 
community sanitation, each regional team is finding 
ways to contribute practically to the communities of 
need in which we serve. The following pages offer 
short selections from each region about the work 
accomplished this summer.      



     

EAST AFRICA

      A focus for the South East Asia team this past summer 
was to form relationships with people in our hub location of 
Olongapo City.  Our current efforts involve partnering with 
Filipinos to empower the poor and transform communities 
of need in Olongapo.  The fruit of that partnership can 
only be manifest on the other side of time spent together, 
which includes conversation, sharing 
meals, sharing stories, studying God’s 
word and considering practical needs.  
We are not looking for business partners, 
but solidarity with people whom the 
world has forgotten.  
      In Pag-Asa, a slum of Olongapo City, 
the immersion team met a man named 
Ben Oleas this summer who became 
our friend.  Ironically, Pag-Asa means 

“hope” in Tagalog - a neighborhood 
with little hope located on the banks 
of a polluted drainage channel where 
people live in abject poverty.  The smells are rancid, the 
conditions unsanitary, and the images of malnourished 
and diseased children are almost too much to bear.  The 
only employment option for most men is to “scavenge” 
through the city’s trash in an effort to find something 
worth recycling.  Women are forced to sell their bodies and 
children are denied the right to education.   
     We met Ben as we were walking down a dirt path that 
winds its way through a row of dilapidated houses. He was 
standing on the porch because his house was flooded, a 

common occurrence in the neighborhood.  Our initial 
encounter with Ben impacted us.   We learned that he spent 
17 years in Manila’s maximum security prison for importing 
marijuana from Afghanistan and that just before being 
sentenced he witnessed the murder of his wife.  He had to 
deal the loss of his wife, knowing that his son would now 

be an orphan.  In prison, Ben was deeply 
remorseful for his actions and turned to 
the Lord.   He made the most of his time 
in prison as he read book after book on 
history, politics and law.  When Ben was 
released from prison he had nowhere to 
go, but found his niece living in need in 
Pag-Asa and stayed to help her.                  
      Ben now uses his knowledge of 
law to benefit his neighbors through 
legal advice and advocacy.  The only 
compensation he asks for in return is a 
meal.  You can imagine his excitement 

and shock to meet others who also wanted to serve the 
poor in his neighborhood.  Because of this he was eager to 
partner with us, which he did by introducing us to people, 
organizing meetings with other neighborhood leaders 
and sharing with us his perspective of the needs in Pag-
Asa.  We spent a considerable amount of time building 
a relationship with Ben.  We discovered a man who had 
experienced more than most could endure, but still had 
the courage to hope for a transformed world.

   The East Africa team was hard at work in Kenya and 
Uganda this summer.  Beginning with the immersion team 
along with the Bartgatze and Aaseby familes, our move-
ment is continuing towards permanent presence in East 
Africa.  Here’s a glimpse into some of the goals the team 
accomplished this summer.
        One of our aims as a team was to help improve the homes 
of our cooperatives in both Kenya and Uganda.  Some of the 
most significiant transformation was in the home of Francis 
and Annette Lubega.  With the guidance and assistance of 
Francis, team members renovated his home in order to im-
prove the family’s quality of life.  In the course of a few weeks 
they laid a concrete floor, which prevents dust inhalation, 
installed new windows and doors to seal the house from 
mosquitoes and other pests, built a latrine and shower, and 
provided furniture for the sitting room.  The structure that 
Francis once called a ‘dark prison’ was transformed into a 
home, where he and Annette can continue to raise their three 
children, Rebekah, Victor and Rachel.  
       Another hope for the summer was to facilitate a youth 
soccer camp for several schools in Bombo, Uganda.  Over 
the course of 4 days, we held 4 mini-soccer camps.  These 
camps raised awareness and enthusiasm for the upcoming 

soccer league, which is to be continued by Josh Kurtz this Fall.  
Approximately 300 children, both boys and girls, received 
lessons in basic soccer skills and learned how to work as a 
team.  Soccer is a healthy outlet for the youth of East Africa.  
This summer was only the beginning of what we hope to be a 
constructive activity for young students and a contribution to 
their overall personal development.    
          In the past, the demands of a larger team required us to stay 
at a community center.  However, with a smaller immersion 
team of 7 members, we had the joy of living in the homes of our 
friends the entire trip. We experienced firsthand the everyday 
tasks of an East African family, as a well as taking a peek into 
the familial dynamic of our friends. Every day was an immersion 
into understanding the practical realities of living in a qualita-
tively different and more difficult environment. 
        When the people of God work together they produce faith, 
hope and love. One of the major hopes actualized this summer 
was the deepening of relationships with those whom we serve.  
God is at work in East Africa! Our cooperatives are learning the 
Word of God and it is changing them!  The time spent in rela-
tionship with these core families is bearing good fruit.  As the 
years of service in East Africa continue, it is our hope that more 
fruit will be produced so that others in need can also partake.   

B y  S h a u n  G a l f o r d

SOUTH
E A S T 
A S I A

Isaac Thress facilitates a soccer camp at Bombo Common 
Primary School in Uganda.  The team sought to offer 
alternatives for students who have very few  socially 
constructive outlets. 

Jordan Miller and Christina Fowler prepare a meal with 
Ugandan friends Josephine and Moses.  They took the 
opportunity to educate the Africans on nutrition to help 
improve the diet and health conditions of these families.  

The high tide from Subic Bay causes the drainage channel 
surrounding Pag-Asa to flood homes and threaten disease among 
children who unknowingly play in the contaminated water.  

Ben Oleas (far left) discusses relevant concerns of the people 
who live in a slum area located in a neighborhood in Pag-Asa.  
Team members took the opportunity to meet with leaders in the 
community to gather perspective and brainstorm potential ways to 
mobilize families towards improving their environment.

B y  A s h l e y  M o o r e 



     

Amanda Davis facilitates a literacy program for children in Milagro de Dios.  This is the children’s first 
opportunity to receive education outside of what their parents have offered at home.

INDIA
      “You have to see,” Anil replied after a long pause, “India both 
loves and hates the slums.” He sat back pensively, “They feed us, 
they build our buildings, they clean our streets – in this city alone 
there are over 450 registered slums - but who wants to live beside 
one?” After my meeting with Anil, the head of a local NGO, I had 
to again revisit how central the slums had become to the urban 
landscape in India. I had to again consider our friends that call the 
slum their home and again imagine a new day for them.
        In a country with over 3 times the number of people as the U.S. 
and a third of its land mass – some have argued that slums are 
inevitable. Every year there is an exodus of people who leave their 
ancestral home for the promise of life in the city. As overcrowded 
as the cities in India are, they are continually allocating more 
space for slums. India has one of the fastest rising GDPs in the 
world. To fuel this massive economic boom, developers look to 
the city and its cheap labor to meet demand. The more migrant 
workers who live in the slums create an incredibly competitive 
workforce, leaving the workers with less pay. I talked to one 
migrant worker living in a slum who made less than a $1.50 a 
day. His employer was supposed to give him meal stipends but 
he had stopped – if the man were to complain the employer 
would just find someone else who would not complain. So he 

doesn’t complain – his children are 
malnourished and not in school – 
but he doesn’t complain.
     This past summer the India 
team worked to understand social 
conditions of slum-dwellers. We 
met one woman named Puspah 
the first day we visited the slum 
located behind the railway station near the place we stayed. We 
struggled through our limited language skills to show concern 
for the impoverished families living in Puspah’s slum. Puspah 
had been in this particular slum longer than any inhabitant. Her 
husband is a tailor in the city and she works cleaning houses. 
Most of the children are malnourished and very few attend 
school. The families rely on the $1.50 that each child might earn 
if he or she works. Even though government schools are free, the 
families can’t send their children to school and risk the wages they 
would have received had they worked. Working with Puspah as a 
contact, we were able to hold a small health clinic and assess the 
conditions of many people. When we visited in the evenings, we 
were always met with hospitality and love, though many of them 
had just returned from a grueling work day in the 120 degree heat. 

      Later on in the summer, as the rainy season began to 
come, we helped some in the community to re-fabricate 
their roofs as well as divert rain water away from the 
center of their homes.  We also provided crucial pre-natal 
care to one pregnant woman in the community.  We will 
continue to engage these kinds of needy communities, 
because a simple act of kindness, word of knowledge, and 
deed of love goes a long way in changing these seemingly 
hopeless environments.
      These people are ready for another exodus – the kind of 
exodus that God initiates as he takes his people by the hand 
and leads them to a new land - a land where their children 
don’t have to play in filth or fathers don’t have to work 14 
hour days, 7 days a week. 

     This summer marked our initial immersion into El 
Salvador, following our recent decision in January to 
centralize our movement’s activity in Latin America in 
Ilopango. The Latin America team sent representatives to 
establish presence among the people of El Salvador.  Five 
families (Roufs’, Davis’, Watsons, Arroyos and Parkers) and 
six other team members (Britt, Rafael, Natalie, Kristy, Brie, 
and Lavinia) spent varying amounts of time in Ilopango 
ranging from five to twelve weeks. 
   Some primary objectives during this pioneering trip 
were to establish relationships with the people and 
communities we met during our initial trip at the 
beginning of the year. Upon establishing relationships, we 
sought utilize our skills and training to the benefit of those 
who have need, and to gain a deeper understanding of the 
relevant issues in the area. 
       Our team gained valuable experiences as we began 
many relationships we hope will last into the future.  One 
such relationship was with a marginalized family residing 
in a new community on the edge of the city called Milagro 
de Dios (Miracle of God).  We met Luis and Sonya and their 
four children within our first few visits to Milagro de Dios.  
Their children - ages 3, 6, 8, and 10 years old - had never 
been in a school setting.  
        As the relationship grew, we felt God’s Spirit prompting 

us to approach them about 
participating in an education 
program with us.  Though 
none of our team had ever 
taught children outside of 
a classroom environment, 
our educators (including 
Amanda Davis, Tori Roufs, 
Rafael Reyes, and Ninfa 
Parker) prepared lesson plans 
in Spanish, utilizing several 
natural props as teaching 
tools. They used the dirt road 
as a chalkboard, sticks and 
twigs as chalk, and various 
other items such as leaves to substitute for teaching 
and learning materials.  We also provided the kids with 
their own notebooks and pens and they made significant 
progress in letter and word recognition in the couple of 
months time we spent with them.  We wanted to help 
them gain a basic foundation in education that we hope 
will produce in the kids and parents a desire to continue 
in this learning process.  
         As we lived amongst the Salvadorenos, our team was 
able to develop Spanish language skills, understand the 

culture to a greater degree, as well as learn our way around 
the physical landscape of El Salvador.  We also met with 
key organizations and individuals in areas of our expertise 
such as adult literacy, primary education, permaculture, 
midwifery, healthcare, and economic development.  As 
expected, our experiences this summer will serve as a 
launching pad for next year as well as all subsequent visits 
into the future. We plan to begin a permanent presence in 
2012 when three families will relocate to our ministry hub 
in the Ilopango area.  

This slum houses more than 100 families whose primary source of income is constructing 
expensive new high rise buildings - they receive less than $2 a day for their labor.

B y  M i c h a e l  D a v i sLATIN 
A M E R I C A

B y  J e f f  S h e r r o d



STAY CONNECTED

GET INVOLVED

TOP:  From June 30th-July 2nd members of the East Africa team facilitated a youth conference in Kericho, Kenya 
with 50 youth from 9 different tribes in Kenya.  Gregg Garner and Erastus Kanjogo exhorted students to reconcile 
across tribes and overcome the cultural barriers that have led to violence in recent years.  The students were 
encouraged that they could help people in their own communities without a dependence on money.

MIDDLE: After educating students that they were able to help those in need beyond the restrictions of money, the 
team facilitated a practical service opportunity in nearby Molo, Kenya at a transit camp.  Prior to entering the camp, 
participants were briefed on how to determine what resources people need based upon observations made within 
each home, and were reminded that God’s concern for widows and orphans should serve as a guide.  The students 
divided into small groups, with each person in a group from a different tribe. Each group had the responsibility to 
come to collective decisions about how to help each home they visited.  While some teams did home visits, the youth 
from the Molo area, along with facilitators from the East Africa team, decided what families in the camp had the 
greatest need.  From this discussion, a collective decision was made about which families needed to have a home 
built outside the camp.  Today, 3 homes have been built through a communal effort of the those who reside in the 
camp, a project facilitated  by Molo youth who attended the conference.

BOTTOM:  At the close of the conference, students took time in breakout groups to reflect on the variety of 
ways in which they could carry their understanding back to their communities and apply it.  The Bible studies 
and service opportunities in Molo prepared students to take this step.  These discussions gave students time to 
voice what they had learned and ask further questions to clarify understanding of both the Bible teachings and 
the service opportunities.  

WWW.UNNAMEDSERVANT.COM

UnNamed Servant’s new album  
Invitation to Exile has been 
released! If you are interested in 
receiving a copy please let us know.  
A $15 donation is requested, but not 
required.  Also check out the band’s 
newest website, WWW.FEELIT.US 
where you can watch video blogs 
of the band’s experiences playing 
shows in different international 

locations. 

Jesus’ words in the gospels that ‘the 
harvest is plentiful and the laborers 
are few’ constantly resound in our 
ears.  We are in search of young 
people looking to help those in 
need.  Checkout how you can get 

involved as a student with SLAM.

WWW.SLAMWEB.ORG

MOLO 
YOUTH
CONFERENCE


