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has been working with the MDHA Elderly High Rise 
Apartments for several years now. Teams often go 
into these elderly low-income apartments to clean 
when its residents are unable to do so due to old age, 
depression, or severe disability. MDHA has, in the past, 
had a difficult time finding solutions for the resident’s 
apartments that are long overdue for a cleaning. Their 
staff members have been continually surprised by 
our groups’ willingness to serve in  less than hygenic 
conditions, as well as our continual desire to do so. 

Service Plunges give volunteers the opportunity to 
understand the needs of those within our Nashville 
community. They drive us to pray for the needs of the city 
as well as those who daily seek to meet them. We hope 
to strengthen and encourage local ministries in their 
work in the city. We hope that young people involved 
in the Community Service Plunges can bring much-
needed energy and excitement to existing ministries. 
We know that young people have the ability to bring 
hope and life into otherwise despairing situations. 
Moreover, we hope that the young people whom we 
lead are learning what it means to be servants.

This Year 
Students 
Living A Mission 
(SLAM), a student program of G.O.D. Int’l, led 400 total 
volunteers in “Community Service Plunges” right here in 
Tennessee! 18 different church and school groups served 
at 35 different outreach occasions in 20 locations just 
within Nashville and the surrounding area!

The SLAM team consists of three interns and one staff 
member: Adam Loeffler, Lyssa Loeffler, Ty Mathews 
(Institute Students) and Josh Kurtz (Staff).  Staff member 
Michael Davis oversees this team. In September, Michael 
Davis and Gregg Garner challenged Lyssa to find 25 
service project opportunities for the fall season in just a 
few weeks. She succeeded and over the semester even 
more opportunities came about. In the end the SLAM 
team organized and led 8 churches to 12 locations for the 
months of September and December. 

Community Service Plunges allow for groups to 
grow in their understanding of how to work together, 
how to serve practically, and how to understand the 
needs of their own city (Nashville). Staff members and 
interns challenge the groups they lead through prayer, 
discussion, encouragement notes, example, and ongoing 
relationships.

Moreover, SLAM’s community service plunges have 
allowed for G.O.D. Int’l to make a definitive mark in the 
Nashville community. They are often known as those who 
will do what few are willing to do. For instance, SLAM 
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happy new year!

    Staff member Michael Davis has traveled to five continents in the world. Within these continents, he has visited 14 countries for both business and mission work. Prior to becoming a staff member at G.O.D. Int’l, Michael graduated from the University of Tennessee with a B.S. in Business Administration, and worked for Philips Electronics as a logistics analyst. With Philips, he traveled to Europe and throughout the U.S while his mission work includes experiences in various cultures in Latin America, East Africa and Asia. Now, Michael uses his cross-cultural experience and knowledge as the Executive Director of G.O.D. Int’l, and serves as a teacher for our Institute.

KNOW?

                          

2007 Nashville 
Service Plunge 
Participants: 
 The Institute for G.O.D. Int’l  

(participants -85) , West End United 

Methodist (10), Whispering Hills 

Church of  the  Nazarene (25), 

Belle Meade United Methodist 

Church (35), Shelby Avenue Baptist 

Church (12), First Baptist Church of 

Gallatin (30), Gallatin First Church 

of the Nazarene (20), Gallatin 

Church of Christ (15), Forest Hills 

Baptist Church (25), Goodlettsville 

Church of the Nazarene (20), 

Church of the Messiah (8), Dale 

Church of the Nazarene (10), 

New Hope Baptist Church (10), 

Fellowship Bible Church (25), Christ 

Church-Franklin (15), Christ United 

Methodist Church- Chattanooga 

(25), St. Simons Community Church- 

Georgia (20), Life Community 

Church- Ohio (10) 

Local Ministries 
Served through 
SLAM  Service 
Plunges: Church of 
the Messiah, Shelby Avenue 
Baptist, Iglesia Nueva Vida, Boys 
& Girls Club, Nyumba Café, G.O.D. 
Int’l Clothing Drive/Sort, Safe 
Haven Family Shelter, Grace 
M. Eaton Childcare, St. Luke’s 
Community Center, MDHA 
Elderly High Rise Apts., Girl Scout 
Festival, Bethlehem Center, The 
Hope Center- Women’s Shelter, 
Nashville Rescue Mission, 
Catholic Charities, Nashville 
Urban YMCA, Campus for Human 
Development, Habitat for 
Humanity, Napier Community 
Center, Cayce Learning Center
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SLAM facilitated a work day for Christ United Methodist Church 
(Franklin, TN). The group began renovating the old education wing of 
Trinity United Methodist Church to be used for the YMCA’s ‘Build Program.’ 
This building provides work opportunities for those within the program, as 
well as office space for non-profit organizations.  (December 1st)

UnNamed Servant:  On December 8th The band led a community worship 

night for several youth groups and Institute students in town. Nyumba Café hosted the 

night, full of worship and fellowship. 

SLAM led students from West End UMC and Belle Meade UMC in serving at the Hope Center Women’s Shelter and the Bethlehem Center. Ty Matthews led West End in serving dinner to the women, children, and staff of the Hope Center. Lyssa Loeffler and Josh Kurtz led Belle Meade in helping organize Toys for Tots at the Bethlehem Center. Because of their service in organization and decoration of the center, Bethlehem was able to achieve a successful toy drive.  (December 8th)

Every semester is challenging for me because my goal is to produce spiritual, intellectual and psychological 
maturation in each of my students. Young lives and young minds need the rigorous challenge of intellectual 
thought and how to apply their new found learning to their everyday experience. They also need to come to 
a place of maturity where the injustices of life can experience the redemptive power of forgiveness. Young 
people are like a grocery bag of mixed items with all the spoiled items hid underneath the sugar coated 
excesses of American society. 
   
A holistic theological education that addresses the disciplines of the humanities such as anthropology, 
philosophy, psychology, literature, culture and theology, provides opportunity for students to become 
reflective persons and enables them to think critically about their lives and interaction with others.  Due to this 
process of learning, students find the power to forgive in a way that wills for the good of those that have hurt 
or disappointed them over the course of their lives. As students realize that all human beings are incomplete 
works that require maturation and conformation to the image of God in Christ, then they are able to find the 
inner strength that allows them to live as mature adults. 

This past semester has been rich with classes that have challenged our students to become matured human 
beings that care for others. My personal favorite has been our class on the ‘City’. The goal of this class is 
to develop a theological understanding for the origin and ongoing presence of the city as a power that 
rules over all of humanity.  Students were given the opportunity to write papers on the following subjects: 
immigration, war, global economics, imprisonment, health care, technology, ecological responsibility, 
violence, torture, and theological education.  Each subject was covered in relation to the power of the city, 
and each student presented their papers at the end of the semester.  All of them were required to write 
about ways that they could apply their new found knowledge.     

We are educating Christian leaders whose platform of power will be their own lives. Only as they experience 
the power of forgiveness and acceptance of suffering for doing good will they become people that live 
exceptional lives.  

“We are educating Christian leaders whose platform of power will be their own lives. Only 
as they experience the power of forgiveness and acceptance of suffering for doing good 

will they become people that live exceptional lives.”    

By Mike Garner  
Dean and Director, Institute for Global Outreach Developments Int’l

Remembering Fall Semester 2007

PLEASE PRAY
By Brett Madron

New Life: Reuben and Ann Ndwiga, 
ministry partners in Kenya, 
delivered their first child this 
month, named Praise Mwende.  
Join us in thanksgiving for the 
blessing of this new life.  Pray for 
the family’s continued adjustment 
as they have recently moved into 
the home that G.O.D. Int’l helped 
construct.  

Al and Gail: Guatemalan ministry 
partners Al and Gail Anderson 
recently stopped by for a 3 day 
visit en route to Canada where 
they will complete government
regulations that will allow them 
to stay in Guatemala without 
having to leave periodically 
(interrupting their ministry).  
During their visit, they took 
time to share their burdens for 
the people of their community 
who have all but lost their crop 
for the past two harvests.  Please 
pray for the provision of these 
families and the wisdom of Al 
and Gail as they seek to aid their 
community with support.  

Ministry Partner: Rey German, a
Filipino ministry partner, now 
has newfound responsibility after 
the unexpected dismissal of a 
missionary friend.  He will be over-
seeing several churches, operating 
outreach programs and managing 
resources of the missionary in the 
city of Lucena.  Pray that our 
relationship with Rey would continue 
to flourish and that he would handle 
his responsibility with humility and 
fear of the Lord.  

Study Abroad:  On January 8th, Institute 
student Nate Cameron will depart for 
the Philippines for 5 months. He has the 
opportunity to help teach at the Asia 
Center for Biblical Studies as well as take 
further steps in immersing himself into the 
Filipino culture. Please pray for his unique 
opportunity to put his education into practice 
and better prepare for full-time service.  

Child Care: Please pray for Amanda Davis and 
Tori Roufs as they coordinate the child dev-
elopment program for the 12 children within
the ministry (with 6 more on the way).  As the 
Bible teaches, educating our children is an 
immense responsibility that must be handled 
with much integrity and care.

Institute: 
Institute 
commences the 
spring semester 
on January 
7th. Pray for 
the continued 
diligence of 
students and 
faculty as they 
are trained to 
be responsible 
third world 
development 
workers. 
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