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Unbridled desire is a danger 
to  individuals unable to exercise  
self-control, as well as the society 
at large that permits and justifi es 
its pursuit.  

A humanity that is directed by 
its desire rejects its purpose as 
a people created in the image of 
God.  Desire must be harnessed 
by the guidance of a Father - the 
instruction of a Teacher.  With-
out such knowledge humanity 
is left to the vulnerability of it’s 
own weakness; a taskmaster who 
knows no other option except 
self-preservation, which leads to 
excessive accumulation and mili-
tarization.  

Th is distortion of God’s inten-
tion for humanity is witnessed 
in any society where it is permis-
sible to save for the future at the 
expense of another’s loss in the 
present.  Th e justifi cation of such 
behavior is that society is merely 
fulfi lling obligations of their tra-
dition and culture.  Th erefore, if 
the spirit of the age permits it, a 
global ethical conscience is sec-
ondary to the direction of the 
blind guide called security.    

Mastering Desire

This distortion of God’s 
intention for humanity is 
witnessed in any society 
where it is permissible to 
save for the future at the 

expense of another’s 
loss in the present.  



Generosity is a sign of the Kingdom of 
God.  However, this generosity cannot 
be practiced without the boundaries al-
lotted by the King himself.  Th erefore we 
heed a desire, a will, not our own, but of 
the one whom we believe to have the au-
thoritative perspective in regards to the 
expectations of human behavior.  

We turn our eyes to see Jesus as the ex-
emplary way in which we approach the 
Father.  His heedlessness to self-pres-
ervation and security allowed him to 
live in the moment by faith.  Th e spirit 
of the age, the culture and the tradition 
of his day, did not bind him.  Rather, 
he released the captives by incarnating 
God’s agenda for humanity in a practice 
focused on the restoration of the image 
of God.  He sought after those who were 
trampled by the materialistic, consumer 
driven ideals that allowed for those who 
had, to get even more, while those who 
didn’t have, had those things taken away.  
He reversed the outcome!  Healing for 
the sick, sight to the blind, salvation for 
the lost and life for the dead.  He showed 
that humanity’s pursuits independent of 
God’s direction were meaningless!

Th e answer to our need was not in 
the accumulation of wealth as to give 
a sense of security, but the abandon-
ment of anxiety by giving to those who 
neither toil nor sow.  Th ose in society 
whom we dub ‘burdens’ and ‘eye sores’ 
have become the beautiful objects of a 
wilderness turned garden.  

Th eir restoration is the evidence of 
our salvation!  Th e Kingdom is among 
you when you meet the needs of the 
least of these!  Take that to your ‘Black 
Friday’ and turn it into a ‘Good Fri-
day’ where God’s kids give everything 
they’ve got to the poor, wretched and 
undeserved as a gift of grace!    

Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God— 9 not the result of works, so that 
no one may boast.  10 For we are what 
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life.         
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