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SUPPORTING THE WEAK
Acts 20:35 In all this I have given you an example that by 
such work we must support the weak, remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’

In this newsletter we are candidly asking for your help 
in our efforts to support the weak.  I’m not sure we’ve 
ever, so directly, requested financial assistance for what 
it is that we’re doing, but this time we feel confident to 
do so.  Why?  It’s because we know that we’re not going 
to use these resources for our own benefit.  We’re not 
going to accumulate resources for the sake of appearing 
successful or accomplished.  We are going to use every 
single one of these resources to benefit the weak; those 
people in our world, who without help, very well could 
experience some form of a deprivation of freedom that 
could even lead to the greatest form of such deprivation 

– a loss of life.  
I can remember 10 years ago being told by a friend in 

Kenya that his daughter had gone into the hospital and 
if he couldn’t get $700, she would not be able to receive 
the treatments necessary for her very survival!  I went to 
some local churches (at that time we were brand new to 
Nashville) and I asked for help, but they wanted to know 
what church I was a member of, or what organization I 
was sending the money through, or whether or not they 
could receive a tax deductible receipt for their donation.  
I just wanted to help someone, who without the help, 
was going to lose his daughter.  Tara and I ended up 
selling our living room furniture to provide the funds.  
I’ll never forget that Christmas, we recorded it on 8mm 
video, her and I, by ourselves in a living room with no 
furniture exchanging a present from one to the other 
while sitting on the bare living room floor.  It was a 
beautiful Christmas.  

Today we have the organization, the approval of 
multiple churches, the ability to give a tax-deductible 
receipt, but none of this should be the impetus for 
generosity.  The truth of the matter is that all over the 
world, here and abroad, there are people who are weak.  
People who have real needs and without help, can’t 

meet them.  Not all of us have the time to search out 
these needs, nor to follow up to ensure that a healthy 
form of accountability is given to the recipient to do 
well with what it is they’ve received.  I thank God for 
organizations that make it their mission to be such 
mediators in meeting these kinds of needs.  However, 
I don’t represent those organizations and I don’t know 
the people they know.  

Our organization is representing the needs of the 
people we know; people in five regions of the world, 
whom without our help don’t have any other way to meet 
very real needs.  Over the years, because we didn’t want 
to appear to be a group of young people just ‘mooching’ 

off of our family and friends to funnel funds to efforts 
that were barely thought through, we worked really, 
really hard to create the financial capacity to meet these 
often overwhelming needs.  Though many have given 
over the years, a majority of our support to do what we 
do has come from the generosity of people within our 
own organization.  Don’t get me wrong, we feel blessed 
to do so, but we would like to invite more people into 
experiencing this blessing. 

We’re not a ‘fly by night’ organization that’s trying to 
survive the year and decide on our yet-to-be-determined 
focus, God has helped us and we are now in a position 
to do something really good for others, particularly for 
the weak in the world.  However, we realize we can’t do it 
without your help.  We really need your help.  Not for us, 
but for those whom without our help will suffer.

Our policy in working with people abroad is that our 
funds go to a) the education of children, b) the literacy 
of adults, c) the welfare of widows and orphans, d) 
the trade development of parents and e) public works 
that will benefit communities such as the digging of 
wells, or the construction of a community center.  We 
do not support individuals because we met them 
on a trip, heard their story of pity and on those facts 
sent funds their way.  Instead, every recipient of our 
funding or resources is thoroughly researched and held 
accountable to a criterion that brings integrity to both 
the beneficiary and the benefactor.  We have learned 
many lessons over the years as to how and make this 
process most efficient and it is very hard work, but 
allows us to live without the shame of having short-cut 
a process that could be easily overlooked.

If you believe it is more blessed to give than receive, 
then please partner with us in this.  Give to someone 
who needs it.  Whether it’s directly by supporting a 
child’s education, or indirectly by purchasing a piece 
of equipment that will help us meet service needs that 
otherwise couldn’t be offered, please be blessed!  We want 
to partner with you in a way we haven’t in the past.  

In fact, let me take this moment to formally apologize 
for not appreciating all the ways so many of you have 
been so faithful to help, we are learning and we will get 
better at saying thank you!  

From this moment on, we want to commit to 
following up with you concerning any resources you 
give to any aspect of our organization.  We want you 
to feel free to discover what’s going on regarding that 
need you are helping to meet and we want to provide 
ways for you to learn of the great benefit bestowed 
upon the recipients of your generosity.  Just let us 
know how you’d like this communication by filling out 
the card in this newsletter, whether it’s by email, phone 
call, or text message, it’s up to you.

What a great privilege that we get to partner with God 
in meeting needs.  Thank you for joining us in this effort.  
May the LORD bless you and help you in all you seek to 
do this coming year.

By Gregg Garner
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We are going to use every single 
one of these resources to benefit 
the weak; those people in our 
world, who without help, very well 
could experience some form of a 
deprivation of freedom that could 
even lead to the greatest form of 
such deprivation – a loss of life.  

Hannah & Maria facilitate a healthcare seminar in rural India addressing 
the most basic needs, to produce the most life giving results.  It may be a 
given for us to wash our hands with clean water before eating, but for our 
dear friends abroad without such teachings, not only is this time consuming 
and difficult to do, it’s often a luxury out of their range to perform. 

HOW     CAN HELP
As we prayerfully contemplated what to include 
in our list of ‘needs’ we couldn’t help but acknowledge 
what ‘real needs’ look like for many of our friends around 
the world. While renovating and insulating our exterior 
walls would help regulate the temperature at our facil-
ity, we remember our friends who live in IDP camp tents 
in East Africa. While it is discomforting to drive across 
some of the potholes in our parking lot, we recognize that 
some of our friends walk miles each day for basic neces-
sities because they cannot afford any form of transporta-
tion. While reference books would provide us with readily 
available learning materials, so many of our friends are 
barely literate having not been able to afford schooling. 
With the knowledge of these needs of those whom we call 
our brothers and sisters, we present to you the following:

YOU

Receive a photo CALENDAR!
You can receive a one-of-a-kind 2012-13 G.O.D. INT’L CALENDAR 
by giving a tax-deductible gift of $100 towards our work.  The 
calendar is equipped with photos from our work from around the 
world.  If you wish to give in this way please write  ‘Calendar’ in the 
memo line of your check and return it in the envelope provided.

INTERNATIONAL NEEDS
• In 2008, we visited an IDP camp in Molo, Kenya where we have been 
working to relocate the most needy families to a plot of land with a 
home.

• We have prioritized the education of the children we know in every 
region. After 14 years in East Africa, we have developed very close re-
lationships with some wonderful families with school-age children. 
Without help, they are typically only able to educate 1 of their few kids. 
The school fees and basic healthcare for each of these kids ranges from:
  

• Many of our friends abroad are in need of adult education. Until we 
are able to establish a full-time educational program in these regions, 

we want to provide them with 
correspondence courses and lo-
cal classes.

• We are supporting the educa-
tion of our Indian cooperatives, 
the Paandu family, who have two 
children currently enrolled in 
college. Upon graduating their 
son Jonny hopes to come and 
train at our Institute in Antioch 
to be better equipped to serve his 
Indian brothers and sisters.

- It costs $750 to acquire land and build a home for family; we’ve 
been able to build 8 so far. We’d like to build at least 4 more this year. 
It takes more time than it does financial resources to do this and we 
have all of the key players ready to make it happen on the ground, we 
just need the finances.

- $30 per month (10 months per year) for primary school kids (there 
are 14 kids with this need)
- $80 per month (10 months per year) for secondary school students 
(there are 5 students with this need)
- $150 per month (8 months per year) for a college student (there are 
3 students with this need)

Can you make a semester or yearlong commitment to help? 

-This program will cost $250 a 
semester & there are 8 people 
with this need.

       - Jonny and Sheila’s education
       costs are $250 each month

• We are working with the Tibe 
family on the island of Leyte in the Philippines to find a plot of land where 
we can assist them in building a home. They also have 3 family members 
in need of educational assistance.

• We continue to support the education for our Filipino cooperative Rina 
Escosura, who is pursuing her degree in Social Work that will enable her to 
work with our organization to meet needs in the Philippines
        -She has 2 semesters left at $150/month for 10 months.

• We would like to begin an adult literacy & English learning program for 
Hispanic adults in the Nashville area.
           -$100 per month for 4 months will give us the means to complete 
        a semester of education for a class of 12.

-Home - $250 a month for 3 years. 
Could you help us with a few payments?
-2 elementary school age kids - $30 per month (10 months per year)
-1 college student - $150 per month (8 months per year)

Vicki Penwell, long-time midwife and develop-
ment worker in the Philippines, speaks to our 
participants during a community gathering at 
the training center in Antioch, Tennessee. 

So many of you have responded time and time again over the 
years, and we hope the content of this newsletter gives you 
the assurance that we are doing our very best to honor your 
sacrificial gifts through working hard to help lots of people. 
Thank you so much for accompanying us through prayer 
and financial support on this exciting adventure!



As a movement, we 
have been involved 
in East Africa since 

1998. Today, we continue in 
relationship with some of the 

Kenyan families that we met in 1999 as well as their 
Ugandan neighbors, with whom we have been involved 
since 2004. 

Since meeting our East African cooperatives (7 
families, 4 in Kenya and 3 in Uganda), they have been 
given several opportunities to learn the Word of God 
through Bible seminars, correspondence courses with 
our Institute, and a few onsite crash courses. The men 
receiving these classes are in turn leading youth groups 
to whom they teach the Word, and guide them in service 
together in places of extreme need, like IDP camps or 
prisons. Our cooperatives’ children (as well as a few 
others) receive monetary support for school fees that will 
hopefully equip them to possess the basic skills necessary 
to be a student of God’s Word, and to be able to succeed 
in their world.  

In addition, to meeting these educational needs 
through seminars and such, we have also sponsored 
many elementary, secondary and even college students in 
obtaining education through their countries educational 
system.  This would include paying for their school fees, 
uniforms, transit, or dorm fees, meals and even school 
supplies.  Making a way for these vulnerable children to 
get a basic education has been and will continue to be a 
priority of us as we move into the future.

After the post-election violence in Kenya in 2008, a 
team of American, Kenyan and Ugandan youth visited 
one of the IDP camps that came into being as a result of 
horrendous crime in Western Kenya. The team visited 
individual members of the camp and distributed food, 
clothes, hygiene products, and tents. A seminar was then 
conducted for the youth, where they came face-to-face 
with the issues of their nation and the truth of the Word 
of God. As a result, they chose to build houses for several 
of the neediest families among them (mostly widows 

with multiple children), in order to move them out of 
the camp—offering more safety, dignity, and protection 
from disease. With our support, 8 houses have been built 
for evacuees of the Molo camp, and we hope for more. 

Our recent activity in Uganda has involved alternative 
building techniques that can help ease some of the day-
to-day struggles of life in Uganda. We have sponsored 
one cooperative, Lubega (a builder) to attend educational 

seminars alongside Josh Kurtz on how to build with 
compressed earth block—a more affordable, better 
insulated and longer lasting material that requires no 
‘firing’ (hence not contributing to deforestation).  This 
last summer, Kurtz, Cameron Kagay and Lubega helped 
design and construct our first eco-toilet, which utilizes 
human waste as compost for gardens for another friend, 
Lawrence Ssemakula and his family. This design is much 
safer for those who build as well as those who utilize the 
latrine. Francis has been involved in several of our other 
projects including home construction and additions, 
toilets, gutters, smoke-free stoves, and water cisterns. 
Such technology will improve the quality of life of our 
friends, keeping them safe and healthy as well as allowing 
them to be an example to their neighbors. All of these 
projects have been completed with budgets that can be 
duplicated by the average Ugandan, and the training of 
our friends who live there has allowed these works to 
continue despite our physical absence.

Our women cooperatives have learned how to 
succeed in pregnancies, births, and breastfeeding, 
with correspondence happening on a regular basis to 
troubleshoot complications. Celesta Bargatze and Megan 
Fleeman have conducted seminars for local midwives 
concerning birth and common complications. All of 
our cooperatives have learned about nutrition, primary 
health care, square foot and double dig gardening, waste 
management and composting, malaria prevention, 
and proper procedures for keeping animals on their 
compounds. This has empowered them to thrive in their 
world, and we have received reports that their families 
are free of sickness for a year at a time—an enormous 
feat in East Africa!  

All of this equipping of our cooperatives has 
empowered them to facilitate the same for those amongst 
whom they live.  Such benefit to the community has 
been a result of the investment we’ve been privileged to 
make into them as a result of the investment so many of 
you have made into us.  Thank you.

east africa

Jordan Miller is here with friends in an IDP camp in Molo, Kenya 2010.  
Kenyans were internally displaced as a result of the widespread violence in 
the 2007-8 election.  We have worked alongside friends in the area to help 
the needy find homes of their own.  We have been able to relocate 7 families 
thus far, and hope to do more.  

Isaac Thress helps prepare our friend Reuben Ndwega’s floor for concrete.  
Reuben, his wife Anne and their baby had never had a floor other than one 
made of the dirt until this moment.Although we have the most 

history in Southeast Asia, as 
an organization, our efforts 
have been primarily focused in 
the Philippine Islands.  In the 
summer of 2006, one of the most 
immediate needs recognized 
was the very poor condition of 
the home belonging to  ‘The 
Tibe’s’ on the island of Leyte.  

That summer we did a small renovation to their home as a 
temporary response to their need and since that time, we 
have helped a portion of the family relocate from the slum 
they were living in, to a larger, more adequate home in a 
safer environment.  We have leased this home for them, but 
there are plans to help them find a portion of land where 
we could assist them in building.  We’ve also sponsored the 
education of some of the children in the family; ranging 
from kindergarten to college age.  The family has shown 
great gratitude, even though they have suffered a lot of 
tragedy the last few years, including losing their Matriarch 
Grandma Sinang to a natural death and their big sister, 
Auntie Tesay to a stabbing murder by thugs.  It’s been of 
some comfort to know they haven’t had to worry too much 
about their housing conditions on top of all the other issues 
they face.

Many of you are also familiar with Rina Escosura from 
the island of Leyte, of whom previous articles have been 
written about in this newsletter.  Since 2008, we have 
supported Rina as she pursues a degree in Social Work to 
serve with our organization in assisting the marginalized 
communities we are trying to help.  She has about 1 year 
left, including her internship and she will be a Social 
Worker!  This has been a most wonderful work to witness.  
The insecurity that a lack of education leaves a young 
girl, in what can be such a hostile environment, is painful 
to repetitively witness.  Such an education is giving Rina 
a voice in her world and it’s been very worth it to us in 

meeting such a need.  We hope to do so for others in the 
future.

Those training in primary healthcare & public health at 
our Institute have had the opportunity to facilitate health 
clinics in various areas where the smallest wound can 
become a life-threatening illness.  In these same areas, we 
have educated people in preventative healthcare, oral care, 
and have distributed literally ‘tons’ of clothing and basic 
hygienic supplies to protect the health of the residents.  
Though we hope to have a more permanent presence 
amongst these people 
in the near future, in 
the meantime we can’t 
overlook meeting these 
very basic needs.  Thanks 
for helping us meet them.  

Other team members, 
who have received 
training in our childbirth 
education program, 
have assisted midwives 
in Olongapo City in 
the overwhelming task 
of supporting women 
during their pregnancy 
and labor.  Two of our 
ladies assisted in over 20 safe deliveries in the summer of 
2010.  Some of our women will be returning to get their 
midwife certification next year, to continue this work.  
Supporting our women in this work, allows vulnerable 
women to be supported in the process of birth – perhaps 
the most life-giving thing we do around here. 

We have also facilitated numerous educational 
opportunities, including various conferences at colleges 
and churches on different islands, as well as teaching in 
the public school system.  Some of our teams have taught 
college students at the Asian Center for Biblical Studies, 
served on the island of Cebu to teach Math to children 

whose families were unable to afford public schooling, 
taught elementary school in a classroom of 30 children 
in Luzon for an extended period of time and also many 
week long teaching stints in on various islands and schools 
done by many of our other team members.  You would be 
overwhelmed, as we often have been, by the great need 
for education on these islands.  Though many wonderful 
teachers on the island are doing their best, a lack of 
resources and a lack of teachers has put them in difficult 
situations that render them feeling helpless to respond to 

the needs. 
In southwest Luzon, home 

to one of the most concentrated 
sex trafficking industries in 
Southeast Asia and the world, 
we have visited and counseled 
with women victimized by this 
industry. We have advocated on 
their behalf to local authorities 
who even by their existing law 
should not allow such practices 
to persist.  Some of our team 
members have interned with 
PREDA, an organization 
that helps protect women 
and children victimized by 

this industry and we’ve participated in many awareness 
campaigns for the ongoing issues in this very dangerous 
arena of activity.  Please pray for our wisdom in this area 
of service, as the task is both dangerous and delicate.  We 
often feel in over our heads with it, but we know that the 
wisdom of God is available to us and we can be responsible 
in our efforts to see this terrible industry come to an end. 

Without the help of the LORD, the sacrifice of our team 
members and the generosity of our supporters, really none 
of which is listed above could’ve been accomplished and 
even more so, the things we would like to continue to do 
can’t be done in the future.  Thank you for the opportunity.

south
east 
asia
Brett Madron

Laurie Kagay

We have been working in Latin America for 
over 14 years. Over that period of time, we have 
been blessed to meet wonderful people and serve 
in impactful ways. Our work has covered a lot of 
ground both geographically, since we have worked 
in Mexico, Guatemala, and El Salvador, and also 
in the range of work we have been able to do, 
from home repairs and irrigation development 

to funding education for primary and secondary 
students to funding small projects for the public 
benefit. 

In Guatemala, we repaired homes damaged in 
the storms of 2008-9. These renovations helped 
restore safe living conditions, and also included 
the installation of toilets for proper sanitation for 
homes in the towns of Ijorga, San Jaun Tecauco, 
and La Joya Grande.   In San Juan Tecauco and the 
nearby town of Itegual, we partnered with high 
schools in 2008 to help overcome the shortage of 

teachers by providing some of our 
own.  After building a relationship 
with the people of Itegual, we were 
able to facilitate an oral health clinic 
for local residents.  

We started working in El Salvador 
in 2010, and have had many 
opportunities to provide assistance 
to several families in Milagro de Dios 
(“miracle of God”), a marginalized 
community outside the capitol of San 
Salvador. Milagro has a lot of needs. 
Recently, we have taken on public 
works projects to improve the living 
conditions of its residents. A team 
last year repaired several roads that 
have been washed out in the storms, 
building steps with used tires that 
can withstand erosion and provide a 
safe walkway.  We’ve also been able 
to introduce certain activities that 

contribute to the overall well-being of those living 
in this community.

We have recently established a relationship with 
a town called Sitio Nuevo, a short distance outside 
San Salvador.  We have begun developing land that 
will allow us to work more permanently in the region 
and provide produce/ livestock for the community 
at large.  We have established relationships with 
nearly every family in the community and were 
regularly involved in the public school last summer, 
where we helped facilitate various classes.  We are 
hopeful for continued activity in this area to see 
it’s wellbeing elevated from the grips of poverty.  
Thank you for helping us to meet this goal.

latin america

Team member Rafael Reyes facilitates a literacy program for students in the 
community of Milagro de Dios.  Illiteracy prohibits these children from overcoming 
the harsh environment surrounding them and doing the program in their environment 
encourages their attendance as many of them cannot attend the more formal 
environments due to a lack of resources and shame.

A youth group from Indiana facilitated by Students Living a Mission, 
helped in the construction of the first home on our property in Sitio Nuevo.  
We are always thankful for the support of those who join us on mission to 
help those in need around the world.  

Ben Reese

For the last 7 years we have been working in the region 
of Northern India.  This is a broad and vast area, home 
to the largest concentration of population on the earth.  
Our work has largely been in the arenas of healthcare 
and education in the poorest areas.  In addition to 
supplying those in need with clothing and hygiene 
items, our teams have served literally 1000’s of men, 
women, and children by way of village and city medical 

clinics, health seminars, and first 
aid interventions. It is unbelievable 
to think we have prevented so many 
sicknesses from consuming the 
life of so many innocent families and even 
literally saved the lives of some through our 
work in public health! 

Our team has also organized and 
implemented educational awareness 
programs, concerts, village and home 
visits.  We are particularly hopeful about 
our partnerships with local elementary, 
middle, high school and large universities 
which cater to 10,000’s of the “low caste”, 
underprivileged student demographic - a 
group largely ignored in popular reports 
regarding India’s education system.  Directly 
we’ve financially supported the education 
of a few young people through secondary 
school and now into college.  In addition, 

we have enabled the above-mentioned activities to be 
performed by locals whom we’ve empowered over the 
years.  This life giving activity has gone on even without 
our direct presence.

Not only have we focused on meeting the 
developmental needs of our Indian brothers and sisters, 
but also we are continually focused on bringing about 
quality relationships where mutual love and affection 

can flourish and a Spirit of unity can prevail 
despite cultural differences. While our 
personal investment in this region has been 
thus far significant, we still recognize our 

work and influence has only just begun as we make 
plans for even greater activity to address these issues in 
the near future.   Thank you for your support that has 
helped us make this happen! 

india

In rural India, it is uncommon for women to receive education. Andrew 
Bartlett offers this crowd of rural women and children practical teaching to 
develop their critical thinking skills and help transform the way they under-
stand themselves, their neighbors and the world.

Deborah Nava and Robert Munoz do a physical exam and screening for Malaria on a 
young day laborer during a medical clinic in a remote village in Northern India.  That day 
there were over 150 people were lined up to receive care for chronic pains and illnesses most 
often associated with malnutrition and being overworked.  

Paul Olson

Nate Cameron speaks to a group of men at a prison outside Tacloban City.  
That day we did our best get to be a caring ear for the inmates as we pro-
vided them with basic hygienic supplies and food and joined them in a 
game of basketball.  

MORE BLESSED TO GIVE...After 14 years of development work, through hard work and the 
generosity and the sacrifices of our supporters, we have had the opportunity to work with some 
really special people.  Learn a few of the stories!


