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damage?

We’ve received a few reports of our newsletters being 
damaged upon delivery. We would like to know, is this 
the minority or the majority of newsletters sent? If 
you’ve received a newsletter that is damaged, please let 
us know. Email Derek Bargatze at 
dbargatze@godinternational.org

SLAM: On January 12th 10 students from 
the west End UMC youth group helped at 
the G.O.D. Int’l clothing drive to prepare for  
the summer. 

On January 19th-20th 32 students from 
Sydney First United Methodist Church 
(Ohio) served at the following locations:
    • Ronald McDonald House—the 
      team helped housekeeping duties, 
      cleaned kitchens, organized the 
     children’s room and library, and visited 
     residents.
• YMCA Synergy Center—participants 
      helped renovate through painting, 
      cleaning, and organizing storage.
• YMCA Camp Widjiwagon—the team 
      cleared brush and removed fallen 
      trees for a new building. 
Sunday night SLAM leader Ty Mathews 
spoke to the youth of Goodlettsville Church 
of the Nazarene and Sydney First UMC for 
their Sunday night service. 

UnNAMED SERVANT
On January 13th US led worship for 

75 youth from The Vine Church in 

Chattanooga. On the same day, they 

performed another concert for hundreds 

of youth from Christ Church Chattanooga 

and St. John’s United Methodist. 

On January 20th US also led worship at 

both the contemporary and youth services 

at Belle Meade UMC. 

INSTITUTE
Institute classes began on January 
7th. New classes (yet again!) include: 
Johannine Literature, Conceptualizing 
the Great Commission, New Testament 
Survey, Phonetics and Phonology, 
Hindi II, Swahili III, and Tagalog III.

Accomplishments
By Laurie Germeraad Kagay

One of the most fascinating things I’ve learned concerning 
the  Philippines has been due to a conversation I had with 
Pastor Rey German.  I was standing outside of a small house/
church in Northern Luzon staring at enormous and unceasing 
raindrops beating down onto the dirty street before a pastor’s 
conference we were to have in the area.  Rey, who had been 
doing the same, suddenly inquired, “Do you know where 
you are?”  I most certainly did not, and after I responded in 
the negative he began to explain to me that the community 
we were standing in was one of several government built/
government owned developments in which the people who 
were living there had been placed.  As former squatters 
in Manila, they had been relocated to more sanitary and 
“official” dwellings outside of the city for which they paid a 
very small monthly fee to the government until the title to the 
land was their own.  My reaction was initially a positive one – 
a government aiding in the development of its own people by 
taking a proactive role.  

As I looked down that little street with these new eyes, 
however, I could not help but see that it, like every other little 
street I’ve seen here, was littered with sari-sari stores selling 
everything from candies and gum to laundry detergent and 
the daily newspaper. 

I looked back at Rey and said, “But the government doesn’t get them jobs does it?”  He laughed, telling me I was 
correct, and began to explain how most of them felt it better to be squatters instead of paying the monthly fee for the 
land which they had no income base to cover.  Halfway through his explanation I finished for him, “so they go back.”  
“Yes,” he said, “they sell their right to the land and its payment to someone else, and move back into the squatter’s 
area in Manila.”  “Then the government moves them again?” I asked.  He replied with the affirmative, and I suddenly 
got a picture of the way the myth of the city throws the Filipinos into a sick cycle of relocation and unemployment.  
Placed in such government developed housing areas takes the former squatter far from a place to beg, and provides 
him no land to farm.  Government reform fails to be holistic, and the people suffer.  The government looks good to the 
wealthy of the city – it is cleaning up “our home.”  In reality, however, this shuffling game perpetuates the suffering 
of the squatter.  

I realized in that moment, perhaps more than ever before, the necessity of the de-romanticizing of the city for the 
Filipino. I hope to see people cease trying to find their worth in the city. The worth that has been given to these people 
by God is something that must be communicated. 

Nate Cameron, one of the 
first students of the Institute 

for G.O.D. Int’l is currently on 
a 5-month immersion-study 

experience in the Philippines. 

by Nate Cameron
 

Interest Piece: From the Field (Philippines)



Nathan Cameron, recent graduate from the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l,  left
January 8th for a 5-month immersion in the Philippines. A majority of 
his time  will be spent at the Asia Center for Biblical Studies aiding in teaching 
classes and tutoring students, along with periodic excursions to other locations
to offer practical work and develop relationships with existing ministry partners. 

Visit www.GODinternational.org for our Nate Tracker, updated weekly.

Brett 
Madron

The Institute for G.O.D. Int’l is 
preparing to send DVDs of lectures 
from our Literary Analysis class 
to ministry partners in both 
the Philippines and Guatemala. 
Please pray that these would 
serve as a tool to not only educate 
these individuals, but also offer 
a perspective that would more 
broadly empower them to better 
serve their communities of faith.  

The ministry of SLAM will be 
partnering with West End 
United Methodist Church 
once a month for a day of 
service in the city of Nashville. 
Pray this partnership 
would allow the youth who 
participate to gain a more 
developed understanding 
of the value of service in the 
kingdom of God.  

February 21st-23rd – Student 
Visitation Weekend offers prospect-
ive students a first-hand experience 
of life at the Institute for G.O.D.Int’l. 
Visiting classes at the Institute, ex-
periencing fellowship at Nyumba Café, 
watching the excitement of intramural 
sports and staying in student housing 
will allow visitors to make a more 
informed decision concerning their 
enrollment in the Institute.  

                   Staff members Skylar and Amanda Aaseby gave birth to their first child on January 9th! Their son is named Malachi Skylar Hjalmer Aaseby. He was born at a healthy weight of 9 lbs. 7 oz. and is 21 inches long. Amanda is having a healthy recovery. we ask that you keep the Aaseby family in your prayers.

KNOW?...did you

These problems have also hit the education sector with parents from the affected areas (Eldoret, 
Kisumu, and the entire North Rift Valley) afraid to take their children back to school for fear of getting 
attacked. Young people have been incited by politicians to ‘’kill’’ in search for ‘’justice.” Places like 
Nakuru,  Molo and Kisumu are now filled with people in great need. It is believed that those people 
who voted Raila in the December polls are safe with no one burning their property but those that 
voted President Kibaki are in trouble (in Luo Nyanza region). This is believed to be due to tribalism.

   In the past weeks, the Orange Democratic Movement (ODM)
        has called for three days of protests in all the big towns in 
            Kenya including Nairobi.  These demonstrations did not 
          mature on any of the three days. Armed police have been 

Tension is still on a high note here in Kenya following the post-election violence that rocked this country and startled the world immediately after the 
presidential polls were announced three weeks ago. Many parts of Kenya have been seriously affected with more than 250,000 people being 
internally displaced, leaving more than 600 innocent people dead. Many of those displaced are now taking refuge in police stations, Catholic 
missions, airports and at the agricultural show grounds. Sadly enough, scores of those displaced will not be able to get back to normal living even after a calm resumes 
            simply because their property was completely burnt. Burning of houses and blocking of highways is still live in many parts of this country.
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on high alert all over the country. The main 
agenda behind these anti-Kibaki demonstrations 
is that the government will be forced to call for 
a re-tallying of the presidential votes, but the 
government has responded by stating that the re-
tallying would cost billions of shillings, seriously 
affecting the economy. Kenyans are now looking 
upon the outcome of the ongoing talks headed 
by former UN secretary general Mr. Koffi Annan. 

  We pray that God will save our country 
from tribal clashes and that peace will 
resume in all parts of Kenya. We call 
upon all the world to join us in prayer.
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