
The people of Latin America have been on my heart for some time 
now. This past summer, however, was my first time in Guatemala. 

I fell in love with these people. Health care is the emphasis of my 
studies, and I prayed God would open my eyes to see their needs. 

God answered my prayer and with each passing day another situ-
ation would arise, allowing me to see how the people need educa-

tion in the area of health care. This is one of the ways I am becoming 
equipped to serve Guatemalans. They are a beautiful people that 

much of the world has forgotten. God requires me to take responsibil-
ity for what I have seen. This is a responsibility I will not neglect.                                                                                 

Elise Buckner (3rd year Student)

Many of the women in San Juan Tecuaco cannot read or write, 
which disconnects  them from their surrounding world.  I hope to 

be able to educate and empower women within the community by 
giving them the opportunity to learn like they deserve.  I desire 

to teach within the local high school as well as work with youth, 
giving them hope for their future.  There is also a great need for 

Biblical teaching. The most empowering and life-changing educa-
tion anyone could ever receive is a knowledge of the word of God.                                              
                   Betsy Johnson (3rd year Student):   

(Both Betsy and Elise served in Guatemala on the 2007 Latin 
American Immerison Team. Both are training for full time service at 

the Institute for Global Outreach Developments Int’l).

March 8th – SLAM will facilitate a service plunge 
with Christ United Methodist Franklin to volunteer 
at the YMCA Synergy Center where they will reno-
vate a building that has not been used in 20 years.  
In addition, SLAM will continue to partner with West 
End United Methodist in serving at a children’s in-
ner city outreach at Church of the Messiah.

March 16th-21st - Students Living a Mission will 
host a Spring Break NSHVLL week for students from 
Cherokee Hills Church in Oklahoma and various 
youth from Nashville. Participants will serve at the 
Nashville Rescue Mission ministering to the home-
less of Nashville through serving meals.  Other par-
ticipants will volunteer at a home for the elderly 
and disabled where they will clean apartments and 
visit with residents. Others will volunteer at Camp 
Widjiwagon, a youth camp hosted by the Nashville 
YMCA.  

March 9, 16, 23, 30 – UnNamed Servant continues 
in partnership with Belle Meade United Method-
ist Church as they lead worship during the Sunday 
morning service.    

Summer Plans...Please 
pray for the planning and 

important decisions to 
be made concerning the 
trip itineraries for all our 

summer trips.  Immersion 
teams will travel to India, 

the Philippines, Guate-
mala, and East Africa to 
minister for a period of 
5 weeks.  Each of these 
endeavors requires an 
extensive amount of 

praying, planning and 
preparation.  Pray for God 
to bless the leaders of the 

respective teams with 
discernment through 
each decision made. 

PLEASE PRAY… 
By Brett Madron

   
Guatemala 

Testimonies

One of the greatest needs of the poor around the world is  education. As  I 
am learning the Bible and receiving a quality education, one of the best ways 

I know to serve the people of Guatemala  is to give them what I have been 
given by teaching them.                                 Betsy Johnson
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nEwSLEttER
damage?

We’ve received a few reports of our newsletters being 
damaged upon delivery. We would like to know, is this 
the minority or the majority of newsletters sent? If 
you’ve received a newsletter that is damaged, please let 
us know. Email Derek Bargatze at 
dbargatze@godinternational.org

SLAM: February 16th: West End 
United Methodist Church helped in 
their 4th service plunge of the year. 
G.O.D. Int’l interns facilitated the 
group  and together they helped 
kickoff  the “Kid Zone” program at 
inner-city Church of the Messiah in 
south Nashville.

INSTITUTE: February 20th-22nd: Stu-
dent Visitation Weekend took place 
with 11 prospective students visit-
ing from Washington, California, and 
Tennessee. Participants visited class-
es, attended bible study, cheered for 
intramurals; all while being hosted 
by the student apartments. 

MINISTRY at LARGE: $650 was sent to 
ministry friend Walter Odayo and support-
ive pastors in the Kisumu, Kenya area. The 
funds assist in their efforts to provide prop-
er counseling and necessities for victims of 
the recent unrest in western Kenya.

We provided school fees for 2 children in 
Kathageri, Kenya: Prudence (daughter of 
Erastus Kanjogo) and Victor (son of John 
Gatanga). 

The ministry received a new 12 passenger 
van through a family who donated $12,000. 
This van (along with a donated trailer) is 
utilized  for general ministry work, SLAM 
service projects, and weekly/monthly for 
UnNamed Servant gigs across the US. 

UnNAMED SERVANT:            
February 10th and 17th: Sunday 
Morning Contemporary Service 
at Belle Meade United Methodist 
Church. 

February 17th: Led worship for over 
100 students from 5 different 
churches at Powell Church in 
Knoxville, TN. The ministry has been 
serving with a few of these churches 
for over 7 years now.

INSTITUTE cont’d
All teams are in a season of heavy prepara-

tion for their upcoming summer immersion 
trips. Teams have practiced and choreo-

graphed musical numbers and skits,                    
  discussed cultural                        

differences, outline their 
  individual roles within the 

team, spent a significant amount of time 
in prayer, all in addition to their strenuous 

classroom training at the Institute.  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
By Laurie Germeraad Kagay

 Jen Gifford has 20  years 
of experience in the arts. 
She began performing 
at 5 years old (singing, 
ballet, tap, jazz and spe-
cial appearances with 
different bands). By high 

school, she toured with 

a musical troupe and made appearances as a 

soloist on local television. She also performed 

on cruise ships and danced in a hip-hop video 

that promoted multi-cultural awareness. She 

has also acted in various films, such as Romy 

& Michelle’s High School Reunion, Rock Star, 

Night at the Roxbury, and has been on television 

shows like Friends, Party of Five, Felicity, Seventh 

Heaven, and Boy Meets World. 

This is a small taste of Jen’s experiences. She 

now uses her talents and drive to serve the 

students of our Institute as the Resident Direc-

tor of Student Housing and Executive Assisant 

within our Executive Department. 

KNOW?...did you


