
“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them.  But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs” (Mark 10:13,14). 
 

As an organization, one of the ways we participate with God in his work in the world is 
through our work with and for children.  Nine of our organization’s participants are trained 
and certified in advocacy for children who, in most incidents, have been removed from 
their primary residence. When we become involved in their cases, the children are either 

in foster care or living with 
a relative or friend.  Our re-
sponsibility to the children 
is straightforward—inves-
tigate the situation, talk to 
all of the interested parties 
(parents, relatives, foster 
care providers, teachers, 
doctors, friends, etc.), and 
build a relationship with 

the child(ren) by creating a safe environment for them to talk and to be heard.
 

We are not the legal representatives for the children, but rather serve as court-appointed 
advocates.  We have a voice in court hearings that can contribute to determining the imme-
diate, and possibly long-term, custody of the child(ren).  In a system overloaded with cases 
and understaffed with social workers, the child’s situation is represented by a compilation of 
reports, court records, and initial assessments detailing the situation that necessitated state 
intervention.  Due to the immediacy of the need, the stories of the people involved—the 
children, parents, relatives, and foster care providers—are left out.  Trained to ask the right 
questions, willing to take the time necessary to talk to all persons concerned, and motivated 
by our commitment to care for children, we serve to tell the court the story of families in 
distress.
 

As you might imagine, stories cannot be told by just stating the obvious or framing a situa-
tion according to our cultural understanding, especially if the family has recently immigrated 

to this country. The initial assessments aren’t able to take into account how immigrant fami-
lies learned childrearing practices in their particular country or region of origin.  Knowing 
that we cannot classify parents as unfit simply because they do not understand our cultural 
expectations, it is our responsibility to hear and tell the whole story.  Official reports do not 
capture personal stories that include a parent’s cultural norms for childrearing, experiences, 
education, language difficulties, hardships, fears, or a lack of understanding regarding our 
systems of law.  When we understand the parent, we better understand the child. 
 

Though not all cases involve 
immigrant families, all involve 
families with a story.  Some-
times those stories portray 
parents who were victims of 
poor or absent parenting, mak-
ing it extremely difficult for 
them to model what they have 
never seen.  Other families live 
in poverty and make choices that 
compromise or jeopardize their 
well-being and the well-being 
of their children.  One of the ben-
efits of state intervention is that 
programs for developing parent-
ing skills, receiving financial sub-
sidies, or job training are made 
available to parents. 
 

Healthy families are the sign of 
a healthy society. Far too many 
families in this country are in 
distress. As an organization, we 
cannot simply bemoan the sad 
state of families; we must ac-
tively participate in helping to 
make a change for the children 
for whom we advocate.  

There are over 400,000 children in the foster care 
system in the United States. Nine of our organiza-
tion’s participants are trained to advocate on the 
behalf of such children in court. Here, Kelly Jobe, 
Brittani Collinsworth and Rachel Nowlin are being 
sworn in to be court appointed special advocates.

Advocating for Children
By Rosemary Sherrod 
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Three Families Spend Six Months in El Salvador
The Latin America team from G.O.D. Int’l sent three families to live in Sitio Nuevo, El Salvador for a six month 
occupational development term from February to August.  Michael and Betsy Johnson, Rafael and Anna 
Reyes, and Jeremiah and Julie Watson, along with all of their children (seven in total), are living on the 
property that the team has been working to develop over the past two years.  

Sitio Nuevo is situated in the eastern side of El Salvador, located 10 miles outside the city of Suchitoto (popula-
tion 25,000), and one hour from the capital, San Salvador.  Sitio Nuevo is a small farming community consist-
ing of approximately 22 families. The Latin America team began working in this neighborhood in the summer 
of 2010, and has returned every subsequent summer.  Since then, they have constructed three homes on a 
piece of land, in which these three families are living.  

These families are the first group from our organization to live in Sitio Nuevo. This is an exciting season for 
G.O.D. Int’l in our efforts in Latin America. As an organization, we do not believe in sending individuals (or 
even individual families) alone for long periods of time. Instead, we believe that they could be of even greater 
benefit by going alongside a larger team, producing an example of the cooperation is necessary for healthy 
lives. Impoverished people groups do not just need to see aid or relief or hear the gospel, they need to see it 
lived out among a community of people after which they can model their own society. This is what we believe 
we can achieve through transplanting communities, and this specific extended trip to El Salvador is a begin-
ning to that end goal.

These families all came to the Institute of G.O.D. International as students in 2005-6, and have been working 
together and forming friendships over the last seven years. The houses they moved into were built by their own 
hands, and have been transformed into homes that have welcomed many new friends. This dynamic group, 
alongside their larger Latin America team, have raised all the funds for the construction of these homes, as well 
as designed and built them themselves. The homes are a sign of their solid commitment to serve the people of 
El Salvador, beginning in Sitio Nuevo.

As they do so, some of their team objectives are to further their knowledge of the local area, to build relation-
ships with people in the surrounding neighborhood, to further develop their language skills, to better famil-
iarize themselves with the local school, and to assess the needs present within the population.  The team is 
approaching this time as an opportunity to learn more about the daily lives and experiences of their neighbors, 
as well as a time to learn how to better live and work together as a team.  We believe that it is impossible for 
us to accomplish any of our objectives without a sincere love for one another, which will in turn show others 
the love of God.

What Have They been Doing?
• Rafael Reyes and Betsy Johnson teach English classes at 
the local high school two times a week to over 120 students. 
Rafael has also revamped the school’s computer lab, which 
was out of commission until he arrived.  Two of his local friends 
have been working alongside him to learn the skills necessary 
to do this sort of work on their own. 
• Michael Johnson and Jeremiah Watson finished tiling 
the kitchen countertops and bathroom counters and sinks. 
They are anticipating and preparing for the arrival of the G.O.D. 
Int’l ethical building crew (Skylar Aaseby, Seth Davis, and 
Joel Olson), who will be participating in alternative architec-
tural techniques for the first two weeks of June.  They will be 
doing a variety of projects and discussing pertinent building 
approaches and technologies for a third world environment. 
• Mike and Jeremiah are also preparing to host summer in-
terns and a variety of SLAM youth groups who will be doing 
short stints in El Salvador throughout June and July. 
• Kristy Yokeley arrived May 13, for her three month cultural 
immersion, and is acclimating to a third world environment.  
Kristy, who has cerebral palsy, hopes to work with others who 
have physical handicaps and to connect with a non-profit or-
ganization that works with families in the area who have dis-
abilities.
• Julie Watson began a composting heap and has been ex-
perimenting with spawning mushrooms. Her porch is teeming 
with buckets and milk cartons that are growing various plant 
seedlings: papaya, catnip, kale, and pineapple. 
• Anna Reyes has many visitors each day on her porch. She has 
befriended her sixteen-year-old neighbor Mariana, who is in 
need of guidance and encouragement. Due to Anna’s language 
fluency, she hears many stories and struggles that her neigh-
bors face, and has done a great job translating those stories for 
the rest of the team to keep them informed and aware. 
• Next week Samuel Johnson and Sarieli Reyes will begin to 
participate in the local kindgergarten class several times a 
week.  Their mothers, Betsy Johnson and Anna Reyes, will 
accompany them and volunteer in the classroom. 
•  The team continues to be challenged to become fluent in 
Spanish as there are no local English speakers in the area. 

Latin America team participants (left to right) Anna and Rafael 
Reyes and Michael and Betsy Johnson facilitate a music time 
while the local children are on holiday from school. The day was 
complete with music, a bible lesson, crafts, a small building 
project for the young boys in the neighborhood.  Both the team 
and our neighbors enjoyed the day spent together.

www.godinternational.org
Read more updates like this at



Direct communication is most effective when you have a strong relationship 
with someone.  It’s much easier to tell a friend that you don’t like the smell of 
their new home fragrance dispenser, than to say that to someone you’re visiting 
for the first time.  

Despite the potential awkwardness or conflict that could result from speaking 
your mind, expressing an opinion is fundamental to living in a free society. Often 
we find ourselves accommodating strangers by withholding our perspective for 
the sake of a sense of peace - a public courtesy.  This often turns into shallow 
exchanges and conversations about the weather or some other neutral hap-
penstance.  This isn’t bad, but it definitely isn’t going to result in an impactful 
moment.  

It’s typical to associate with people we believe to be ‘like-minded,’ meaning they 
share a culture or a religious preference with us.  However, it’s rare for us to know 
their particular perspectives on major issues, even though we share that asso-
ciation with them.  This is because being a part of a group with articles of as-
sociation, or statements of faith, there is an automatic, general consensus about 
the positions the group takes concerning those major issues.  We even use very 
general terms to describe this association, like conservative or liberal, muslim 
or christian, upper class, or urban.  However, by associating with generalized 
groups, we do away with the need to work through difficult issues, because it’s 
assumed we shared a perspective when in reality, we may not.  

In other words, because we recognize the potential for conflict in expressing our 
opinions, we find venues where we would likely agree with someone, even if we 
were to have met them for the first time.  In that case, the opportunity to develop 
the social skill of dialogue is stunted and we lose the art of conversation. 

What venues exist in our society for the expression of perspective or opinion? 

Where can a collective consciousness find an avenue for discussion?  

Where can people have relevant issues raised and be given the opportunity to 
strengthen their relationships by entering into dialogue and conversation?

Our response to these questions is “The Arts at Center Street.”  We have outfitted 
our general meeting area into a venue to host a variety of artistic expressions, 
including music and theater.  

Our hope is that, through this medium, the venue could become a neutral lo-
cation for people of the greater Nashville area to enjoy quality entertainment 
and also be impacted with meaningful perspectives that would provoke healthy 
dialogue within their respective association of acquaintances. We want to give 
people an opportunity to strengthen their relationships by having something 
meaningful to talk about.

Last month was the launch of The Arts at Center Street, where the venue hosted 
“A Night of One Acts.”  On Friday night, Saturday afternoon and evening, four 
original productions were performed, two stage plays and two musicals.  Ev-
erything from the writing and directing, to the production and acting, was done 
by participants of the G.O.D. Int’l community.  There were over 150 people in 
attendance over the weekend for a venue that comfortably seats 40 - 50, it was 
packed!

Isaiah 1: 18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD...”

This memorable verse shows us God’s desire to enter into a relevant conversa-
tion.  In the context of Isaiah 1, the people had become involved in meaningless 
activity, substituting religious practice for the issues they really needed to ad-
dress. Our hope is that The Arts at Center Street will offer people the opportunity 
to enter into reasonable discussions that God considers meaningful. 

art, entertainment, dialogueTHOUGHTS :

“A Night of One Acts” was a night of firsts: The Arts At 
Center Street’s debut as a performance venue, the un-
veiling of four original one act plays, and performanc-
es from approximately 30 actors, many of whom had 
never set foot on stage in this kind of production be-
fore. Over 150 people were in attendance at “A Night of 
One Acts,” which was repeated in three performances 
over the course of the weekend.

Highlights from the show include nonstop laughs 
inspired by the cast of “In the Dark,” featuring Robert 
Munoz as the gregarious “Light Guy.” The character’s 
Jersey accent and penchant for baby-back ribs con-
trasted his unexpected insight that brought restora-
tion to relationships at a dinner party gone wrong. The 
startlingly relevant performance of “What Matters,” an 
intense drama dealing with the media’s control over 
the portrayal of minority involvement in criminal ac-
tivity, left audience members speechless at intermis-
sion. The lighthearted and subtle humor of “The Arch 
Imperial,” with compelling performances by Seth Da-
vis, Brett Madron and Brittany Girton, communicated 
the importance of the journey over arrival at the end 
goal. The final act of the evening was the featured mu-
sical, “It’s Elementary.” It parodied a trendy Nashville 
community dedicated to the connoisseur of gourmet 
coffee and virtual communication, all in the name of 
taking up a worthy cause. All songs for the musicals 
“In the Dark” and “It’s Elementary” were written and 
performed live by Gregg Garner and band. A CD and 
video of “A Night of One Acts” will soon be available 
for purchase.

A production like “A Night of One Acts” is more than 
a great show. It is a launching point from which all 
involved can apply the skills they have developed to 
producing similar performances in the various regions 
of the world we seek to serve. Expression through the 
medium of drama can transcend language and cultur-
al barriers to contribute towards conversations about 
real issues. While the lyrics of “First World Problems” 
and “Burn Out the Dark” are still being hummed in the 
hallways of Global Outreach Developments Interna-
tional, we anticipate many more theatre productions 
to grace the stage of the Arts at Center Street.

“The night of One Acts took my 
breath away. I was captivated 
by the entire production, from 
the songs and lyrics, to the 
story lines, to the costumes 
and sets. Over the following 
days, I found myself mull-
ing over the themes they’d 
presented. Overall, the caliber 
of performance exceeded 
my expectations, and I look 
forward to future productions.”
   

                                 --Kristina D. 
                              (audience member)

“I think good art both 
entertains its audience 
and invites them to 
entertain a different per-
spective. As an audience 
member, the One Acts 
made me consider real 
subjects such as iden-
tity, family, media and 
social relationships and 
rewarded me with a new 
thoughts on the other 
side of my interpretation 
of the plays.”
                      --Andrew B
                     (audience member)

PICTURES
Left: Grace Aaseby, Ashley Moore, An-
drew Wolfe, Canaan Kagay, and Mark 
Dunning (surrounded by a talented 
cast) starred in ‘The Night of One Acts’ 
premiere musical: “It’s Elementary” 
about Nashville’s intentional commu-
nity, set on saving the (first) world...
one social media outlet at a time.  
Top:  Benjamin Reese and Derek 
Bargatze shock the audience with  a 
stunning critique on media control in 
“What Matters.” 
Right: A tourist father (Brett Madron) 
and his daughter (Brittani Girton) are 
frustrated as well as intrigued at this 
eastern fruit seller (Seth Davis) and his 
perspective on one of the world’s chief 
architectural feats: “The Arch Imperial.”  
Bottom: Chaz (Mitchell Buchanan) 
and Madge (Elise Buckner) stole the 
show with humor and stunning vocals 
as they (and the rest of the cast) re-
discovered to who they really are “In 
the Dark.” 

By Gregg Garner

Find ‘The Arts at Center Street’ 
on facebook to hear about 
future productions!


