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STILLING THE STORM
Matthew 8:23-27: A Message of Peace, Faith and Transformation

It was never Jesus’ intention to become some 
religious icon at whom we marvel in admiration. 
He desires to be followed – to be imitated. In 
Matthew 8.23-27, his disciples follow him into 
a boat. The destination of their journey is not 
relevant at this point; what matters is that Jesus 
is the one who has led them. 

As the boat set out to sea, the tranquil lake 
quickly became a turbulent sea. The storm 
raged, the boat rocked, the disciples fretted…
yet Jesus slept. Should we understand this sleep 
as merely the result of fatigue? No doubt Jesus 
was exhausted, having spent hours, even days, 
giving himself to meet the needs of the poor. 
But there is more to this sleep; it can speak 
to us a more powerful message. Freedom to 
sleep is freedom from worry. Out on that sea 

– representative of ‘chaos’ in the ancient world 
– Jesus was able to release all the anxieties 
associated with ‘what could happen’ that 
frequently cause us to toss and turn in our beds. 
This is not the sleep of passivity or indifference. 
The image in this story is simple: Jesus was at 
peace, unaffected by the chaotic storm that 
threatened to engulf him and his friends. 

But what about his friends? What was 
the disciples’ reaction to the tumultuous 
environment in which they found themselves? 

“Lord, save us! We are perishing!” (Matt 8.25). 
Their response reveals desperation.Were they 
actually perishing? Common sense says, ‘yes.’ 
From their perspective, the world was closing 
in on them; the chaotic waters could swallow 
them up without mercy. Are their fears not 
valid? Does chaos not possess the power 
to legitimately threaten our fragile lives? 
Logically speaking, the disciples’ response is 

not surprising…yet Jesus is surprised. Not only 
is he surprised, he also seems disappointed 
that the disciples would try to impose their 
anxieties on him. As Mark records it: “Teacher, 
do you not care that we are perishing?” (4.38). 
Jesus has a different perspective. Chaos is not 
the enemy; it is an opportunity. In this moment, 
Jesus is teaching his disciples. Is it a lesson they 
should have already learned? Based on Jesus’ 
response, this would seem to be the case: “Do 
you still have no faith?” Their reality seems too 

much for them to bear…yet Jesus is at peace in 
the midst of this storm. 

Again, Jesus is the one who led his followers 
into this chaotic environment. We love pointing 
to this story as proof of Jesus’ miraculous power 
over the created order; but what we so often 
fail to notice is the expectation that Jesus has 
on those who would follow him into the boat, 
calling themselves his disciples. “Where is your 
faith?” is his question. This is a challenge. It 
reveals expectation. Jesus expected his disciples 
to look into that chaos without intimidation, 
and to use their words to bring transformative 
order to that environment: “Peace! Be still!” 

We live in a world where chaos is a 

reality: financial insecurity, terrorist attacks, 
unpredictable weather patterns, the list goes 
on. Even on a more personal level, the chaotic 
storm always seems to be looming: relational 
turmoil, car accidents, unexpected illness. Yet, 
if we have chosen to enter the boat with Jesus, 
what do we have to fear? 

When those around us begin to allow the 
‘what ifs’ to overtake them, our responsibility 
as the people of God is to do as Jesus did: 
speak faith-filled words of life. When we 
speak such words into one another’s lives, we 
transform the environment. The chaos is no 
longer to be feared, but rather an opportunity 
to demonstrate the goodness and faithfulness 
of God. 

When we acknowledge God, recognizing 
his willingness and desire to be near, we can 
experience peace. Jesus expects his followers 
to not fear the chaos, but rather to transform 
that chaos via words of faith. As we see in 
Jesus, the chaos is an opportunity to bring our 
environment into conformity with the peace 
that we are experiencing. Jesus’ words brought 
peace to this chaotic situation. His words were 
filled with faith, challenging those around 
him to also believe in the God who is truly 
concerned for the well being of his children. 
Jesus’ call is for us to be faith-filled men and 
women of God, who have words of hope and 
life to offer not only one another, but even 
more, a world that lives under the tyranny of 
‘What if ’. When we make peace by speaking 
faith into one another’s lives, we transform 
our environment, ushering in the kingdom of 
heaven right where we are. 
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For the most up-to-date news 
related to the work of G.O.D. Int’l 
stay tuned to godinternational.org.  
Hear stories from Latin America, 
East Africa, India and Southeast 
Asia.  Articles, photos and tweets 
from around the globe are posted 
regularly.  Feel free to interact with 
the articles by leaving comments.  
We are thankful for you as a 
supporter and want to share with 
you in the opportunities we have to 
serve with our friends around the 
world.  Thank you!

In the fall of 2009 our movement 
was able to relocate to an abandoned 
elementary school in Nashville’s Hopewell 
neighborhood. After about 40 days of 
round the clock volunteerism, the G.O.D. 
Int’l community was able to move into 
an almost fully renovated facility. As a 
movement, we are constantly thankful 
to the Lord for the gift of our land and 
grateful to our movement participants for 
their seemingly endless energy and willing 
hearts throughout that winter break. And, 
the work continues…

Two project goals have now been reached: 
renovation of a broken-down outdoor 
basketball court and the completion of a 
soccer field. 

The basketball court is the only 
neighborhood recreational area. The 
courts did not receive attention for years, 
and more importantly, were not safe, with 
holes and divots in the concrete, rusty 
backboards and rims, no nets…etc. As 
you can see, we were able to fill the holes, 
provide new backboards and rims and 

get nets. Not only that, but we were able 
to cover the surface with a black-top. The 
soccer field is now a field of grass complete  
with two intramural size goals. 

Both construction projects are beginning 
steps toward our desire to serve the 
immediate neighborhood. After seeing the 
renovated courts, a neighbor commented 
on how excited he is that there is now a 
place he can “shoot hoops” with his son. 
Youth in the neighborhood are enjoying a 
court that is now safe and worthy to invite 
their friends to. 

Our hope is to soon host neighborhood 
basketball/soccer games and tournaments. 
Many youth in the neighborhood are 
willing to participate and are eager to show 
off their skills. This will help members of 
the neighborhood  come together and give 
more opportunity for our movement to 
encourage the Hopewell youth and parents 
with the love of the Lord. We recognize this 
opportunity as a blessing and gift from the 
Lord, and are excited to show gratitude by 
serving those among us.

When we acknowledge God, 
recognizing his willingness 
and desire to be near, we can 
experience peace. Jesus expects 
his followers to not fear the chaos 
but rather to transform that 

chaos with words of faith.

Recreational Developments to Serve 
Hopewell Neighbors



Summer
Global Outreach Developments Int’l

Clark Miller to the left of his Filipino fiancee 
Rina Escosura and leaders of the Yukobari 
Foundation, a community based development 
program located in Olongapo City.  1

5

3

7

2

6
6

7

8

3

21

4

5 7 8

4

8

captions

Youth from Kenya, Uganda, and North 
Carolina, with G.O.D. International 
participants and our East African cooperatives 
are gathered together to serve one another and 
learn the Word of God,.

Signs placed around school campuses in Bombo 
Town, Uganda are reminders of the difficulties 
facing children and families in East Africa. 

Rafael Reyes listens as one of his guitar students 
demonstrates what he has learned. Rafa, a 
classical guitarist, taught lessons this summer to 
local youth in El Salvador.

Da’ Mission participants laugh and converse with 
an elderly Indian woman during a medical clinic 
in the Sunderban Mountains. 

Da’ Mission team in India comprised mostly 
first-time participants, ages 18-52, from all 
over the United States.

G.O.D. participant Matthew Parker shares 
a moment of laughter and mangoes with 
children in Sitio Nuevo, El Salvador.

Alison Loope teaching numbers to her 
kindergarten class in a rural primary school in 
Sariaya, Philippines.
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