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One of the best illustrations of this truth is the nation of Israel. 
By faith they should have entered the Promised Land. When 
the spies returned, most of them and the people saw their 
situation from an earthly point of view. They saw the giants, 
walls and obstacles, but did not see God. Caleb, Joshua and 
Moses looked at the situation from heaven’s point of view and 
saw opportunity. We know the rest of the story. The nation of 
Israel did not enter the land at that time.

So Caleb and Joshua spent the next 40 years wandering in the 
wilderness, even though their minds were in the Promised 
Land. They were thinking about what God was going to do 
when they got to Canaan, their Promised Land.

What is the way in which we react to the things that seem to 
be giants in our lives, or walls that seem to have built them-
selves up around us, or even the obstacle that seems over-
whelming? Are we able to say that we have given over our 
eye and the way we see things to God, to think and act from a 
heavenly point of view?

In Colossians 3:16 we read, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom.”  This means we are to fill, or saturate, our 
minds with the Word of God so that our minds are in heaven. 
This doesn’t make us impractical; it makes us more practical. 

“Set your mind on things above, not on the things of the 
earth.” 
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Last month, John Kurtz, a dear friend of the 
ministry, and father to our beloved Josh Kurtz, 
went to be with Jesus. John was a kind, gener-
ous, and passionate man of God. He loved his 
wife, Karen, with all his heart, and that love 
extended to his kids and grandchildren, but 
also to anyone he worked with or met. Need-
less to say, he will be missed by many.

Hebrews 12:1, says “Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us…” 
The chapter previous to this verse highlights 
the lives of people who gave themselves in 
service to the Lord, by faith, until they died. 
This passage reveals that those faithful people 
are now a part of a heavenly audience, in-
spiring us all to run the race of life with focus 
and endurance for the Lord!  

I believe John is now cheering many of us on 
to live our lives for Jesus. I believe that he sees 
his son Josh, right now in Uganda, breaking 
ground for two wells that will bring water to 
so many people in need. I believe he’s cheer-
ing his son on to live this life of faith with 
focus and endurance for Jesus. 

In this edition of the Global Voice, dedicated 
in memory to our dear friend John, I saw 
it best to let John share his thoughts on the 
heavenly-minded person. The following is 
one of the articles he wrote as a Lay Pastor in 
Minnesota, which I believe captures the val-
ues of our ministry, and hopefully the values 
you have for living godly lives. 

May the Spirit of the Lord be with Karen, 
and John’s family at large, and may we all 
be heavenly-minded people, living our lives 
with focus and endurance, in service to Jesus 
Christ, the Lord. 

God bless you,
- Gregg

It was once said that some Christians are so heavenly-minded 
that they are no earthly good. You might be thinking right 
now, “Hey, I know some Christians just like that.”  Yet I find 
myself continually asking the question: How do we faithfully 
serve God on earth while our mind is concentrated on heav-
en? After all, the Apostle Paul wrote, “If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, 
then you also will appear with Him in glory,”  Col. 3:1-4. 

A heavenly-minded Christian spends his life doing, not 
dreaming. His mind may be in the heavens, but his hands and 
feet are busy doing the things God has called him to do. Heav-
enly-mindedness is not an escape from the realities of life. 
Rather, a heavenly-minded Christian sees life from heaven’s 
point of view.

Having a heavenly mind is the only way to live a holy life, to 
have peace in the midst of the storm, and to have God’s power 
so we can serve and glorify Him. If our minds are focused on 
earthly things, we cannot live the way God wants us to live.

A heavenly minded Christian spends 
his life doing, not dreaming. His mind 
may be in the heavens, but his hands 

and feet are busy doing the things God 
has called him to do. 

“ “

John Kurtz, volunteering his time to teach water testing 
and filtration methods in Uganda, 2008.  

Josh Kurtz (son) pouring the foundation for a water tank 
to attach to a well, providing water to hundreds (current). 



[Portals to Regional Pages]
Find history, information, and current updates on our work in each region!

We are trying our best to be heavenly-minded people, with our hands 
and feet doing the work God has called us to. The best way to acquaint 
yourself with our work is through our website. We welcome you to 
learn more, be inspired, or see how you can help! 

what  can  you   find   on   our  website?

The history 
of G.O.D. Int’l 
in each of the 
international 
regions where 
we serve! 

]Our Mission & Vision 
including a glossary to 
help everyone be on 
the same page!

]

WHAT WE DO
Information on 
everything that we 
do in easy-to-
navigate links, 
including one 
option to view it 
all  ‘put simply.’ 

]

] OUR BLOG 
Read about 
what we’re up 
to and how 
God is moving 
from a 
variety of 
perspectives, 
updated 
multiple times 
a week! 

pretty    much   everything.  

www.godinternational.org

YOU CAN GIVE to projects like digging a well, supporting 
teachers, empowering farmers, building toilets or stoves, 
building a community center, investing in the arts, and more! 
(Everyone can give, with options as low as $5.00!) 

check it out!


