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Jesus was in need. His family was in need. 
They were the ones on that Christmas Eve who 
needed. I want to soften my heart to those who 
are in need by doing God’s word in Deuteronomy 
and opening my hand to help those in need have 
enough. I hope you do the same. Whether it’s a 
neighbor on your street, a friend of the family, or 
a need listed in this Global Voice, let’s make room 
for Jesus and meet his need.

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me.” 

God bless you this Christmas season and may 
he meet all of your needs, giving you 
enough, and if you have more, may 
he give you his heart to share. 

Deuteronomy 15:7-8: You shall 
not harden your heart or shut 
your hand against your poor 
brother,  but you shall open 
your hand to him and lend 
him sufficient for his need, 
whatever it may be. 

We all have criteria that runs 
through our mind when we 
see someone in need; 

their level of cleanliness, 
appearance of health, and whether 
or not they seem to be living on the 
streets are often factors at the top of 
the list. 

However, there are other criteria that 
seem to add to the softening of our 
heart; the person is an elderly wom-
an, or a woman with little children, 
or a woman with a baby. You’d think a 
pregnant woman would compel one 
to do anything necessary to see the 
mother and baby protected, but on 
the night we now call Christmas Eve, 
a young pregnant woman from out of 
town couldn’t find any compassion in 
the great city of David. 

What happened? According to 
Deuteronomy 15, people can harden 
their heart and close off their compas-
sion to help those in need. The verse 
also implies that people can become 
conscious of this problem and refuse 
to soften their heart, open their hand, 
their resources, and their home to 
those in need. 

“Sufficient to meet the need” is the qualifying 
phrase in the verse. Our biblical obligation is to 
help those in need, and help them to the de-
gree that they have enough. I think sometimes 
we overcome this expectation by surrounding 
ourselves with others like ourselves, others 
whose needs are met. However, if hardening 
our heart is closing our hand, then softening 
our heart will come when we open our hand, 
and specifically, when we open our hand to to 
those in need and help them to have enough. 

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas has 
been to some a wonderful experience, and to 
others a sad time of the year. Some parents 
can’t get their kids what they need, let alone 
get them a gift related to their want. I’ll never 
forget listening to an immigrant friend of 
mine, from my childhood, tell me that for 
Christmas he got shoelaces, and that’s it. It was 
such a contrast to the abundance of Star Wars 
toys I received at the time. 

D
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Softening our heart will 
come when we open our 

hand, specifically when 
we open our hand to 

those in need and help 
them to have enough. 

BY GREGG D. GARNER

When Rosemary Sherrod asked this midwife, who had been delivering babies for the last 50 years,  how many of 
the children in the village she had delivered she paused, then answered “all of them.”  This winter, a team will begin 
a documentary about her story in hopes of preserving her largely unrecognized service to women and children in 
India’s rural villages.  In this newsletter, you’ll read the stories of individuals like this woman, who have received an 
open hand, who then in faith open their hands to others.  



L U B E G A  F R A N C I S
Lubega Francis is a man of great faithfulness. We could not do what we do in 
East Africa without him. From building homes to growing food to providing 

accountability to Institute students in their job training, he is busy. But he’s also 
healthy and filled with purpose, and he has a beautiful family: wife Annette, 

daughters Rachel (left) and Rebekah (right), sons Micah (front) and Victor (right). 



The Lord of the Harvest Supplies
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P r o v i d i n g  F o o d  i n  E a s t  A f r i c a

Hello brethren, my names are 
Lubega Francis from Uganda (East 
Africa). Most of what I do at the
moment is to manage our garden 
in East Africa. I am married with 
children and I love Jesus.

As an individual, I grew up in a 
peasant farming family, just like 
the majority of the people here in
my community. All that we knew 
growing up were the primitive 
ways of producing food. We had a
minimal knowledge on how to 
take care of our soil. This always 

resulted in meager harvests and endless
scarcity of food, exposing us to malnutrition and 
endless sicknesses.

Being in such a situation, we had developed a 
mindset that the only way to get better was to con-

nect with kind of people who can endlessly 
give us money in order to be able to buy 
food on a daily basis, which can sustain us 
throughout the year, and also supply us 
with medicine as a way of solving the 
issue of sicknesses. God answered our 
prayers, but indirectly.

Since our brothers and sisters from G.O.D. Int’l 
started extending biointensive sustainable farming 
education to our community, things have greatly 
changed from the family level to the community 
level. There has been a drastic increase in food 
production as soil health is also being taken care of 
through applying compost manure. The growing of 
a diversity of crops following nutritional educa-
tion programs has really resulted in good health, 
fullness of life and greatly reduced diseases in our 
community.

The meager harvests from the traditional ways 
of farming have now been upgraded to bumper 
harvests from the new ways of farming. There is a 
lot of enthusiasm amongst farmers because of the
yields expected from the harvests. 

This year alone from our garden, we have been 
able to harvest over 4000 kg (almost 9,000 lbs!) of 
food.

The garden is a source of job opportunities for all 
of us, including the youth who would be unem-
ployed. (Our country is known for having high lev-
els of unemployment -- but youth 18-24 are twice 
as likely1 as any other age group to have this issue, 
estimated to be between 63-82% of all youth are 
unemployed2).  It has also helped to transform our 
mindset here, that instead of waiting for people 
to bring money so that we may get what to eat, 
we now spend most of our time growing food 
because, with the growing skills we have acquired, 
we can grow the food which can sustain us.

We have also been able to share God’s love with 
our neighbors who are vulnerable like the widows 
and the orphans in our community by sharing with 
them the abundance of produce from the garden. 
In the same way, we have been able to share and 
provide food to make meals for the school children 
at St. John’s primary school, who for so long have 
been going without food throughout their school 
days.

Generally, our lives have greatly been transformed. 
We have seen God’s love and provision in ways
we had never seen and experienced, before such 
an opportunity came our way.

1.   Gemma Ahaibwe and Swaibu Mbowa, “Youth Unem-
ployment Challenge in Uganda and the Role of Employment 
Policies in Job Creation.” Africa in Focus, Aug. 26, 2014.  

2.   Alon Mwesigwa, “Uganda’s unem-
ployed graduates held back by skills 
gap,” The Guardian, Jan. 16, 2014. 

H
Our lives have greatly been        

transformed. We have seen God’s 
love and provision in ways we 
had never seen before such an 

opportunity came our way. 

In Photos: In 2017, our hub in Uganda grew more food than ever before. In large part due to the generosity of donors who provided for 
two wells (2016), and still further for drip irrigation (2017). Less than 4% of Ugandans have piped water available in their homes. Our 

cooperatives are now part of that 4%, and are utilizing it to grow food for the surrounding community. Praise God!

Written by Lubega Francis 



L O R E N A  M E J I A
When we met Lorena, she was a youth pastor praying to God for help in leading 
the young people of her congregation. Since connecting with our organization, 

Lorena has blossomed into a powerful servant of God who is receiving ministerial 
and biblical training. She is willing to do whatever is needed to help those around 

her, including becoming a resource for health.



Towards a Healthier Community
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P r e v e n t i n g  S i c k n e s s  i n  E l  S a l v a d o r

H

It takes time, but we are teaching and at the same time modeling  these things. 
I believe it will even push others to change bad habits and put forth the effort to 

create a healthy community.  

Health needs in our community 
are very visible. There are so 
many diseases that can be pre-
vented by planning, managing, 
and promoting health through 
education. When done so, the 
probability of sickness is reduced 
and illnesses like flu or conjunc-
tivitis no longer spread as easily. 

In order for this to happen, 
room must 
be made for 

those who need it. Informational 
materials, presentations and in-
formative talks and consultations 
can help form a conscience about 
these concerns so that we do 
not put everyone’s health at risk. 
Instead, we can achieve the place 
where everyone can care for one 
another since health should be of 
importance to all.

The ways in which I am able to take 
care of my health and the health 
of others is very beneficial both for 
myself and for my neighbors. I have 
acquired some skills that allow me 
to help during small emergencies 
for both adults and children. For 
example, when someone gets a 
small wound when the clinic is 
closed, neighbors come to me to 
clean the wound, bandage it or 
apply needed cream. There are also 
others for whom I am taking their 
blood pressure. Because they suffer 
from high blood pressure or nerve 
problems, doing regular checks on 
their vitals is important, and I am 
trained to do it!

When children are on our property for different 
programs, I like to chat with them. Through these 
conversations, I am teaching them how to prevent 
accidents like falls or burns, the danger of climbing 
trees, using fire, or tools like machetes or knives. It 
is common for children here to play with them, but 
it’s still very dangerous. 

I have had talks with other women in the area 
about taking care of their bodies. I remind them 
about the importance of exercise and keeping a 

diet rich in nutrition, full of fruits, vegetables, 
low in fat and sugar. I also help take their size 
and weight to see if they are in a healthy range 
or underweight, in order to raise their awareness 
about these things. 

Due to these visits to our neighbors, we have 
initiated projects regarding the proper disposal 
of greywater. It has been difficult for people to 
understand that controlling water can also control 
how many mosquitoes are bred in our area. If 

we can stop the mosquitoes, we can 
prevent the spread of diseases trans-
mitted by them. So, it takes time, but 
we are teaching and at the same time 
modeling these things. I believe that a 
healthy lifestyle will even push others 
to change bad habits and put forth the 
effort to create a healthy community.

In Photos: Jaimee Arroyo, FNP, consistently utilizes her expertise to help those suffering in El Sal-
vador. Her passion is empowering people to prevent illness from happening in the first place. Lorena has been a diligent student of Jaimee, learning 

basic skills that allow her to be a resource to her community and extending resources to other medical professionals in her area.

Written by Lorena Mejia



I R I S H  D A G A M I
Irish is one of our youth interns at Tahanan Community Center in the Philippines. 
Alongside completing her elementary education degree, you’ll find her helping 
to facilitate children’s ministry, delivering meals and supplies to women in jail, 
or hosting events for other youth in the area. You’ll also find her up late, after 

everyone else goes to bed, diligently studying her Bible. 



Our Favorite Part: Living it Out
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F i l i p i n o  Y o u t h  E m p o w e r e d  t o  p u t 
G o d ’ s  W o r d  i n t o  A c t i o n

Tuesday and Saturday nights are the 
most awaited nights for the youth in 
Tahanan because it is our Bible stud-
ies. A lot of us are busy doing school 
work, but these two nights are the 
only time we can be away from school 
matters and be able to learn the most 
important thing in our life: learning 
the Word of God. 

One thing that inspires us to attend 
bible studies is our teacher [Clark 
Miller]. The way he teaches the bible 
is way different from the teachers 
and pastors we’ve encountered. He 

teaches with authority and at the same time, he 
makes sure that what he is teaching is all coming 
from the Bible and not his own interpretation. If 
we ask him questions he immediately answers 
it with Bible verses that supports it. So, we are 
having a deeper understanding about the Word, 
about Jesus and about his teaching. Because of 
this teaching, we’ve become more sensitive in our 
environment and more focused on the things that 
truly matter. We’ve also become more selfless and 
more compassionate towards our neighbors and 
friends. We’re not concerned with only to our needs 
but with the needs of others.  This was the way 
Jesus lived, but it is also how he wants us to live, as 
he is our example!

It’s like before we were blind, but now our eyes 
have been opened to see what they couldn’t 
before! Before, our eyes were blocked with things 
that hindered us from seeing the needs of people 
around us. Without learning God’s Word, all you can 
see is what you want, what you think you need, or 
what you think is best. But when we do that, all 

we can see is ourselves. 
Learning to see the 
world the way Jesus does 
is both heartbreaking 
and helpful. It’s heart-
breaking because I can 
see that our society is not 
perfect, and it lacks a lot 
of opportunities for the 
poor. But it’s also helpful 
because we are realizing 
that we can help meet 
those needs, just like 
Jesus did.

Then, after receiving the 
lessons we’ve learned in 
Bible study, we are also 
able to put it into action 
-- this is our favorite 
part! Because putting 
into action all the things 
we have learned and 
being like Jesus is awe-
some. There is no greater 
joy that you can feel than 
when you are feeding 
kids who can barely eat 
three times a day, and 
seeing how grateful and 
thankful they are to you 
that you brought them 
food. 

It is also feels wonderful 
to visit the women in 
jail as well and letting 
them know that you love 
them, care for them and 
are always praying for 
them. And even though 
some of us fear the 
hospital, we still went to the hospital. We faced our 
fear and showed our sincere love by visiting the 
sick, giving them some care packages and letting 
them know that God loves them so much, and so 
do we. 

This is why the Bible studies in Tahanan are our 
favorite thing to do in our life. According to my 
friend Jeselle who is always coming to Tahanan 
for Bible study, “Learning the Word in Tahanan is a 
great thing because there’s really an application. 

We are not just merely talking about the Word, 
but we are doing it through serving God and those 
who are in need.”  We all agree. 

We might be too young in other people’s eyes 
when we do ministry, but I know that God called 
us, chose us and moved us to do this good service 
for those in need. I know that God is happy to 
witness what we are doing and that is enough 
reason for us to stay and learn even  more about 
the Bible.

T

Because of this Bible 
teaching, we’ve become 
more  sensitive to our 
environment and more 
focused on what really 
matters. Before, our eyes 
were blocked with things 
that hindered us from 
seeing the needs of 
people around us.

Written by Irish Dagami

Irish is exactly right: the way we empower youth is through teaching God’s Word.  
The Bible offers youth (and every other age group) everything they need to live a 
life of purpose. God’s Word isn’t just part of what we offer youth, it is the basis for 
all empowerment. 



L U L U
Lulu is the linchpin of our ministry with Burmese refugees. She communicates 

with us regarding their needs, spreads the word about Bible studies and 
seminars, transports her friends to and from these events, and even babysits 

and cleans up afterward! A refugee herself, she is familiar with all the challenges 
of starting over in life, and is committed to helping others in that situation.

Lulu arrived to the 
States from Burma 
in 2009. When 
she was a child, 
she grew up in a 
labor camp. She 
tells us she was 
the first woman 
of her village to 
graduate college in 
Burma, but it took 
her about ten years 
to do because the 
college kept having 
to shut down due 

to violence. She has seen her share of 
challenges, but being a refugee reset-
tled in the States is a challenge all its 
own. We’ve been so thankful for Lulu. 
She’s served as our main contact and 
translator for the Burmese refugee 
community since we began working 
with them in --- . Here she writes 
about the difficulties refugees face, 
and then also the good things they’ve 
experienced. 

Here, all the systems are new. Where 
we came from is very different, so 
we need to relearn everything. The 
language barrier is difficult. The 
communication is so different. 

Transportation is hard. We don’t 
have a car. We don’t know the bus 
station. Sometimes we will wait for 
the bus for many hours in the cold. 
One time I tried to walk by foot, 
because I didn’t know when the bus 
would come. Then I got lost. It was 
snowing and I was very cold and 
I felt like I was going to die in the 
cold. I could not find my way and I 
didn’t know how to ask for help. I 
didn’t have a phone. No one has a 
phone when they come here. 

We try to ask for rides, but people 
cannot offer you a ride all the time. 
But thankfully, some people have 
gotten a permit after many years. 
 
When we try to communicate to 
other people, it is difficult. We are 
afraid to ask questions because our 
language isn’t good. We are afraid 
of how we will look. Applying for 
a job is very intimidating. We don’t 
know how to do it. They have an 
application system that we can’t 
understand. When we try to ask for 
help in the application process, they 
tell us not to bother them. 

L
A  L o o k  i n t o  t h e  T r a n s i t i o n  o f  R e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  U S

Friendships that Empower

Elizebeth (Lulu) Nhkum
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We don’t understand the communication, but we 
don’t know how to approach people to even ask 
for help. 
 
Many Americans are afraid of the refugee, maybe 
they think we will harm them. They look at us 
afraid. But we are afraid. Many of us 
are even fearful or have depression. 
When I came, I could barely eat or 
sleep because I just didn’t know 
how to go about life here. 
 
In Burma, where we came from, 
we already owned a home and we 
didn’t have any bills. Paying bills is 
a new concept and system for us. It 
is easy to forget to pay for your bill 
on time and we then lose our home 
or phone or electricity. There is little 
mercy for us. 

The health care system is also sim-
ilar. When someone has a health 
problem it is very difficult to set up 
appointments and to get transpor-
tation there on time. Then we have 
to take time off of work. Sometimes 
if we are late they cancel our ap-
pointment, but we’ve lost a day of 
work and are afraid of getting fired. 
When you do get to the appoint-
ment, often help isn’t there right 
away, just more appointments and 
referrals. It takes a very long time to 
receive any help. Sometimes people 
just give up. We try to be healthy, 
but the health care system seems 
impossible. 
 
Eventually, Lulu was hired by World 
Relief. They saw in her the same 
things we did: natural leadership, 
generosity, and a beautiful heart. 
Through her job, she was connected to even more 
refugees and learned that she could be a resource to 
others. She explains, 
 
Now, I’m able to help explain the systems to others. 
I help take new refugees where they need to go 
and make sure they have what they need. I’ve been 
able to help get resources to those who need it. 
Then I learn a lot, because I learned English, and 

now I am able to translate for others. So now I 
translate for a lot of different needs: health care 
situations, childbirth education, drivers training 
and Bible studies. I also teach refugees how to 
communicate to police because when police come 
to our apartment complexes, there is so much fear.
 
When asked what changes took place in order to 
ease the transition of refugees in Nashville, Lulu 
responded, 
 
Making friends and finding mentors has been the 
most empowering thing for us. Many people are 
very busy. So, we really appreciate when people 
take time to talk to us. When we first come, we 
receive an orientation class that is helpful – but it’s 
not enough. 

Things take time to learn, especially English. 
Because I learned English and befriended so many 
people at G.O.D., I’ve been able to introduce other 
refugees and immigrants to people that I know can 
be trusted as friends.

The classes we’ve received from G.O.D. are so 
helpful, they go beyond what is normally available 
to us. They’ve taught us to drive, make sure we 

have translators present, and even come to our 
apartments to teach – it’s so helpful.
 
They’ve offered childbirth education classes in our 
own language and in our own homes. Families are 
so grateful, we cannot even express how helpful it 
has been. We also didn’t know much about labor 
and so there was a lot of fear. But learning about 
it has taken away our fear. They not only taught 
us, but showed us how to help each other. They 
showed us how to support someone in labor as a 
doula, now we can do that for our friends. Even 
how to bring meals when a baby is born and to 
watch kids and to give attention to the mother-
-this has brought our community together and 
health to our mothers. We are so happy to have 
this empowerment. 
 

The Bible Studies that people from 
G.O.D. bring are THE BEST. We have 
never been taught in detail. Even 
though we have read the Bible before, 
we learn more at the G.O.D. Bible 
studies because we are learning the 
context and history and the back-
ground and even Hebrew language. 
These are things we never knew. The 
teachers are so clear. It is revelatory! I 
can’t say it enough. I’ve never learned 
the Bible like this. They teach us for 
a long time and it encourages us. We 
can’t stop thinking about it. We think 
about it all week and talk about it 
with each other. We love to talk about 
it. Not only do the teachers explain 
the scripture but they also connect it 
to today and help us to apply it today. 
It is changing our life. 
 
I am happy to offer translation for this 
every time I can. 
 
Looking to Kendice Hartnell, who has 
been a consistent volunteer for our 
refugee ministry, Lulu said: 

Even when it is not easy to do Bible 
study you are faithful to us and keep 
coming and drive far. I don’t know 
how you are such a focused teacher, 
even when there are  
    many children around, you are so 
focused when you teach. This gives 
mothers access to the Bible because 
you let them come with their children. 

You even teach the children.
 
We are always asking, how did they learn the Bible 
like this? It makes us want to learn more, we like 
the Hebrew, we like the history, we like to learn 
about it but we want to know how to teach like 
this also. 

Many Americans are afraid 
of the refugees. 
But we are the ones 
that are afraid... 
There is little mercy for us.  

In Photos: Working with refugees often means working with mothers and children. Every 
time we meet with them, we are humbled by the strength of these women. They have endured 
trauma fleeing from their homelands, and still work with determination and a smile to make 
a better world for their children. Through our volunteers, they’ve received education in drivers 
training, childbirth and the Bible.



S N E H A  P U R T I
Sneha Purti was working at an architectural company in Delhi when the Lord called 
her into a life of ministry. Now, motivated by her study of God’s word, you can find 
her working with Indian girls, teaching them about their personal development, as 

well as their social health and self-confidence in light of how God has created them. 
Sneha also serves as a translator for development projects, and a capable

 administrator for mission teams.



Celebrating Girls 
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E d u c a t i n g  G i r l s  o n  t h e i r  B o d i e s  a n d  W o r t h  i n  I n d i a 

I was born into a family where my 
parents loved their two girls (me and 
my elder sister). But India is a country 
where people throw a party when a 
boy is born and mourn for a girl child. 
My neighbours would always ask my 
parents to have a boy, as it’s a boy who 
takes care of the family. Especially in Bi-
har, where I grew up, boys hold a special 
place in homes and society. I’m grateful 
to my parents for giving us a good 
childhood and the best education in the 
city. On the other hand, I have seen my 
neighbours’ daughters deprived of good 
food and education that was only given 

to the boys. I felt bad about this discrimination, but 
didn’t know what could be done. This is just how 
things are in India.

Even though my parents gave us the 
best they could in our childhood, there 
were still things that were never spoken 
or addressed.  “Period” was something 
that no one spoke a word about, and no 
education was given. When it happened 
to me, I felt dirty and started assuming 
things, like it only happened to me and my 
sister. We thought we were cursed. I had 
so many questions running in my brain but 
no answer. I stopped going to play during 
that time, I just stayed home. So, I grew up with all 
those assumptions. I’m sure most Indian girls are 
just as unaware of what’s happening to them.

When I started working with G.O.D., and the team 
with Tara Garner and Heather Munoz were here, 
they  gave a seminar on the female body, health 
and pregnancy. It was an eye opener for me. It 
realized that I never knew my body and had so 
much fear, even after my marriage. 

But that day I felt like I found my answer. After 
getting this education, I wanted to share with the 
younger girls at the local school and empower 
them. The team from G.O.D. helped me so much to 
do so.

I always wanted to do something for the girls, as 
they are very near to my heart. I knew that most 
parents do not talk about issues that girls face 
while growing up. It’s never taught to mothers, 
yet they expect the daughters to behave in certain 
ways during their adolescence. So, I shared 
the idea of educating young girls at APS to the 
Principal, and he was happy about it. I talk to 
them about teenage issues and how they should 
react. The main highlight is talking about their 
own bodies and educating them. They simply love 
how they are created, and if some changes are 
happening, they know why it is happening. This 
education is giving them confidence in themselves 
and they love it! 

One of the older girls in my class approached me 
at a school carnival at the beginning of this term. 
She let me know that she had just started her 
period for the first time ever, but she had already 
taken care of it in the washroom with the help of 
a friend. She was not scared or embarrassed about 
it. She was able to stay at school for the remainder 
of the day instead of going home early, and when 
the menstrual cramps came, she remembered how 
I had taught her some ways to relieve the pain. 
When this girl talked to her mother about getting 
her period, her mom affirmed that it was good 
that she was in Girls’ Class at APS, as no one else 
would have taught her these things. 

I am happy to give these girls what I didn’t have 
at their age. I know the knowledge will give them 
confidence during more than just when they get 
their period, but also when they begin marriage. 

I
Now, if changes are happening 

they know why. This education is 
giving them confidence in them-

selves and they love it! 

Written by Sneha Purti  

In Photos:  At Aquatic Primary School and a few other settings, Sneha conducts “Girls Class” where she teaches middle school aged girls 
about the taboo topic of menstruation and reproductive health. Girls are enthralled with the topic as they previously lacked understanding of 

what was happening to their bodies. We are happy to support Sneha as she fills in the gaps, instilling value and confidence in young girls. 



R I N A  M I L L E R
Rina Miller has served with our ministry in the Philippines since 2006. As a licensed 
social worker, Rina has faithfully educated and advocated for women in a variety of 
settings from maternal care clinics to court hearings. Rina, her husband, Clark, and 
their two children, Kazeema and Exodus reside at our community center in Palo, 

Leyte where they host weekly programs, bible studies and service opportunities for 
youth in the Palo area.



For me, it is a privilege to be 
a worker and friend of the 

inmates at the jail. I know not 
just their names and life sto-
ries, but their struggles, frus-

trations and victories.  

Faith Amidst Trials
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A  s t o r y  o f  a  p r i s o n e r 
g r a n t e d  f r e e d o m

On Christmas, no one has a bigger 
dream than a mother getting to 
be with her family, especially after 
being gone from them. 

Such is the story of one woman I 
know, who endured hardship and 
struggle in the jail system for five 
years and five months until she was 
proven innocent. This is the story 
of my 56-year-old friend (I’ll call 
her Lou), one of the residents of 
the Tacloban City Jail Female Dorm 
where I have worked as a service 
provider for over a year.

Lou was arrested in 2012 when she worked at a 
music lounge. The Criminal Investigation Detection 
group did a raid near the establishment, searched 
the lounge and brought her in without warrant of 
arrest. She had no idea what was happening or why 
she was being harassed, as she wasn’t even an own-
er of the lounge. Yet she was the one held account-
able and kept in jail, even after she was proven 
innocent for the case of which she was accused.
After that incident, she kept asking the Lord, “Why 
her?” Why did she need to suffer for something 
when she hadn’t done wrong? She felt betrayed, 
sad, and frustrated. She didn’t deserve to be there, 
but the justice system wouldn’t allow her to defend 
herself. She didn’t have family because she wasn’t 
originally from that area, so no visitation, no con-
tact outside, no moral support. “Life was so hard,” 
she said. In the Philippines, we often say “justice 
delayed is justice denied.” 

Eventually, she grew past questioning God. She 
needed him on her side. She dedicated her life to 
the Lord, spent a lot of time studying God’s word, 
and prayed that one day she would see the outside 
world and go back home to be with her family. The 
situation was so difficult, but she trusted God for 
her freedom. She said, “I don’t have anything or 
anyone to depend on, only God.” 

Her relationship with 
the Lord helped her to 
be hopeful, despite the 
situation.

For me, it is a privilege 
being a worker and a 
friend with the inmates 
of the Tacloban City Jail  
Female Dorm. I know 
not only their names and 
life stories, but also their 
struggles, frustrations 
and victories. God is re-
ally with them and loves 
them. I can feel how the 
Lord cares for them. Even 
while our justice system 
fails them, their faith 
strengthens them.

I went a few times to Ate 
Lou’s court hearings, and 
I’ve also attended hear-
ings and trials for other 
women. Every time I go, 
I’m just dismayed. When 
you’re poor, you don’t 
have a voice. Whatever 
voice you have is taken 
away. It’s not that you 
can’t speak, it’s about the 
ability to understand and 
be understood. Officials 
don’t speak their first 
language during court 
hearings, instead everyone speaks English. Our 
justice system assumes everyone understands and 
can speak it fluently. 

The ability to understand what is going on for a 
simple and ordinary accused person at the court is 
hard. It makes them intimidated, anxious, and they 
lose confidence. Even in our own land where we 
all speak the same first language, the poor have to 
have a translator at their court hearings because the 
justice system insists on using English. I hope and I 
pray this will change, that everyone in the court will 
understand each other. I hope for the day that there 
will be no intimidation between people in authority 
and the victims of the situation.

Whatever happens to Lou, she says she knows she 
can make it because God has always been with her 
in every journey to this day. 

Her last trial was November 21, 2017. Her prayer 
was answered, and she is finally free! Before she 
went left Tacloban, she came to find me at my 
home. 

We praised God together and I sent her on with a 
few things to make sure she could start her new life 
well. Since then, we’ve met a few times to celebrate 
her freedom. I’ve been able to give her some small 
financial assistance to help start a new life with 
her family. She is thankful for me. God is so good! 
The role I played makes me hopeful that I can help 
many other women who are victims of similar 
situations.  

O
Rina has attended dozens of trials, waiting patiently as a friend, no 
matter the outcome women receive. Lou’s release from prison was 
a first for her. Lou stopped to see Rina before anyone else when she 
was released. Their friendship now continues, outside of bars, as Lou 
begins anew.

Written by Rina Miller 



S S E M A K U L A  L AW R E N C E
Lawrence Ssemakula has been a faithful participant with Global Outreach 

Developments for over 12 years now, and as a leader for 8. He is passionate about 
teaching and dedicated to seeing children learn and grow in a healthy environment. 

Lawrence is our Director of Education in Uganda, where he teaches at St. John’s 
Primary every day, working tirelessly for a better standard of education.



15

An Environment Transformed

At St. John’s, we’ve continued 
to see God’s goodness as he is 
not only given us energy and 
strength to serve, but he has 
also provided all that we need. 

The highlight of our term was 
that we were able to offer meals 
consistently, once each week, 
for 450 kids. In order to do 
this, it took everyone’s partic-
ipation. Students contributed 
firewood and cooking pots, and 
participated in preparing the 
meal. College students from 

the Institute for G.O.D. EA and members from our 
community all participated with joy and unity to 
make it happen.

One week, we had the mayor (political head) of 
Busukuma division visiting the school briefly. He 
was so impressed with what the G.O.D. family 
was doing, and in particular, in contrast to what 
was done previously at the school. Prior to our 
efforts, the school had long been forgotten. After 
witnessing our work, he promised to donate 28 
pieces of timber needed to roof two teachers’ 
rooms and two kilos of corn seeds to plant for the 
next season. When informed about our challenges 
regarding getting enough electricity to run our 
water pumps (which then water the food produc-
tion plots), he offered to write to the chief offices 
in order to bolster our case. 

It is really amazing to see the environment trans-
formed through offering nutritious food. Not long 
ago, I would see children scattered around, sad 
and lonely, weak and not playing much because 
of hunger both at home and at school. Malnour-
ishment is really evident when you look at most 
children and their poor academic performance. I 
am so grateful to God, for now you can just feel 
their joy and happiness. They are playing with a 
lot of energy, as they should--running around and 
forming groups to play games. 

I am so grateful to God that as we move forward in 
faith, he is using us to bring life, joy and fulfill-
ment in the lives of poor children who have been 

neglected for so long. God has 
brought us as an alternative to 
answer the problems and meet 
the needs of our neighbors. 

In addition, we’ve been able 
to provide uniforms and shoes 
to those students whose 
families were unable to 
provide for them, and those 
who are complete orphans. 
When we did this, we invited 
all of the parents in order to 
involve them and help them to 
consider their need to help the 
students maintain good per-
sonal hygiene daily by keeping 
their uniforms clean. 

At the close of the term, we 
had a general parents meeting 
where we came together to 
discuss parent involvement 
and various school initiatives. 
A great percentage of parents 
werein attendance, more than 
we had ever seen before. We 
discussedacademic concerns, 
the lunch program, services 
received from community 
members to the school, 
challenges and future plans. 
Parents were so moved by what was happening at 
the school that they began volunteering to ensure 
it can continue. One parent volunteered to work in 
the garden for produce food for the children, and 
others also followed his lead. 

Our term has now closed and we worked hard to 
ensure that students are graded with justice and 
equality as the Lord desires. At the close of the 
term, we served meals all week long and it was 
such an awesome time. It was an awesome and 
rare experience that they’ve never had before, hav-
ing food throughout the week. Our Institute Bible 
students volunteer to help prepare the food, and I 
see it as such a wonderful opportunity to apply 
what is learned in class. 

Students have contributed more firewood and 
even helped harvest the beans and prepare for the 
next day’s food. They are eating very good food: 
potatoes, beans, pineapple, greens and watermel-
on. 

Pray for us so that the Lord will continue to give 
us all more strength, serve with love and humility 
as our Lord exemplified what service looks like in 
John 13. I am really looking into next year with 
faith and hope, trusting that our loving Father who 
has seen us through this term, will continue to 
shower us with his blessing. Wishing you a fruitful 
2018 as we continue to manifest 
the kingdom of God in our 
service. 

A
Written by Ssemakula Lawrence

I m p r o v i n g  a  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l  i n  U g a n d a

In Photos: School improvement is multifaceted. It always starts with investing into 
teachers (top left) who are then able to transform the classroom into an exciting learning 
environment (bottom left). When teachers recognize that they themselves- not curriculum, 
or funding, or outside personnel- have the power to offer students what they need, they 
will take ownership of this task. This may even look like a teacher-run lunch program that 
ensures students receive a nutritious meal so they are better able to learn! (top and bottom 
right) Lasting change begins with empowering a teacher.



Click on any of these causes and together, we can MAKE ROOM for 
those who need--in our prayers, in our hearts, in our budgets, in 

our lives.

MAKE ROOM FOR
FOOD PRODUCTION

MAKE ROOM TO
EMPOWER YOUTH

MAKE ROOM TO
PREVENT ILLNESS

MAKE ROOM TO
VISIT THE PRISONERS

MAKE ROOM TO
CARE FOR WOMEN

MAKE ROOM TO
IMPROVE SCHOOLS

MAKE ROOM TO
WELCOME REFUGEES

This newsletter was a showcase of what can happen when we 
make room for those in need. YOU can help us make room for even 

more, allowing stories like this to continue!

http://www.godinternational.org/providefood
http://www.godinternational.org/empoweryouth
http://www.godinternational.org/preventillness
http://www.godinternational.org/visitprisoners
http://www.godinternational.org/careforwomen
http://www.godinternational.org/improveschools
http://www.godinternational.org/makeroomforrefugees


/god_intl401 Center Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(615) 832-2470 www.GODinternational.org

/GOD_INTL /GODInternational

Trusting God to Multiply the Barely Enough

Written by Laurie Germeraad Kagay, Editor of the Global Voice

“The day was drawing to a close, 
and the twelve came to him and 
said, “Send the crowd away, so that 
they may go into the surrounding 
villages and countryside, to lodge 
and get provisions; for we are here 
in a deserted place.” But he said to 
them, “You give them some-
thing to eat.” They said, “We have 
no more than five loaves and two 
fish—unless we are to go and buy 
food for all these people.” For there 
were about five thousand men. 
And he said to his disciples, “Make 

them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” They 
did so and made them all sit down. And taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed and broke them, and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd. And all ate and 
were filled. What was left over was gathered up, 
twelve baskets of broken pieces.”  
Luke 8:12-17

This year has been filled with a lot of growth. The 
Academy doubled in size (again). Our weekly Bible 
Study at Center Street was packed, with standing 
room only. Our after-school program for middle 
schoolers tripled in size. Our Institute doubled last 
year’s number of new students. We put on another 
original musical and a new play, blessing hundreds 
of attendees with a deeper look into issues like 
childhood illness and homelessness.  We offered 
two dozen teenagers their first summer job.  Our 
summer camp maxed out in participants shortly 
after opening registration. 

Sometimes, it only made sense to sympathize with 
the disciples in this narrative, at least momentarily 
thinking, “Lord, we don’t have enough resources to 
make this happen!”

Then we’d hear Jesus’ words: “You give them 
something to eat.” Our ideas of what is “enough” 
to feed a multitude are far different than his. Thank-
fully, we put our ideas down and listen to him.

His heart is to give, and to do so generously. When he 
has people willing to do his work, the Lord turns what 
we think is nowhere close to enough into something 
that people walk away from satisfied. 

From an attendee at Bible Study at Center Street:
“This Bible study has been something I’ve been 
looking for my whole life.”  

From a student at the Academy: “This place isn’t 
even LIKE school...It’s like a want-to-go-to-
school.... Kinda like camp, but you realize at the 
end of the day that they tricked you into learning 
something....AGAIN!”

From a now-high schooler, who attended our after 
school program in middle school: “You helped me 
with my ADD and I’m able to focus better in high 
school (which by the way, is really hard). But I’ve 
been able to keep all A’s and B’s. I also pursued art 
and have won a few competitions.”

From an Institute grad: “I’m so thankful to have 
been effectively trained as a teacher, in cross-cul-
tural awareness, and in God’s Word. I can teach in 
English and Hindi and invest in the most precious 
lives in India. I wouldn’t trade this for the world!”

These are just a few of the testimonies I’ve heard.
There are dozens more, every day. 

In keeping with this gospel passage, you can see 
that what the disciples didn’t feel was enough 
was more than enough for God to use. Then, 
there are even 12 baskets left over--enough to 
feed those beyond the crowd. Given the Gospel 
of Luke’s concern with how the Gentiles would be 
included in the kingdom, these 12 baskets likely 
represented that there was enough for them! When 
the disciples were obedient, they were able to not 
only meet the (overwhelming) needs of those in 
their proximity, but even have enough extra for the 
nations to eat. 

“A strong local presence for a lasting global 
impact,” is one of our mottos. It’s powerful. To me, 
it means that when a community of faith lives in 
obedience to God, sacrificially giving of themselves 
to bring health and peace to those around them, it 
will result in more than just a local influence, but a 
lasting global impact. 

This newsletter shows that this is truly the case. In 
every story, you see people who would be looked 
on as having “little,” choosing to open their hands, 
believing that God would multiply it. He is so 
faithful!  

Thank you for opening your hand to the needy, 
making room for those toward whom God turns 
his attention. We all get to stand alongside the 
disciples, in awe of the number fed as a result. 

T
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CASE After School Program Students Living A Mission WorkWell Summer Job at Hopewell Farms

BREATHE, A New Musical Camp Skillz 

Academy for G.O.D. 2017 Summer Interns 

Institute for G.O.D. Refugee Ministry Bible Study at Center Street 


