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From the Mouths of 
Babes…

by Paul Olson

When our organization travels to any 
country whether it be Asia, Africa, the 
Americas or Europe, there is always 
a certain group of people who stand 
out from among the 
crowds.  Usually these 
people are a bit louder, 
at times a bit unrefined 
in their appearance, and 
normally, a lot shorter 
than most.  They seem 
not to care if your skin 
color is different, or 
that you are dressed 
inappropriately for the situation, or 
speak a funny language.  In fact, all they 
want to do is get to know you and, well… 
maybe play a game of hopscotch, run 
around the neighborhood for awhile or 
draw a picture or something.  Who are 
these inquisitive, humble and adoring 
people you may ask?  Well, if you haven’t 
figured it by now… they are children.  

After the immediate bliss of adoration 
wears off, my mind usually begins to 
think about the reality of their homes, 
their families and their future.  Do they 
have a future here in this place?  Who 
will sit with them day after day to teach 
them about Jesus and God’s Word?  
Many of the realities in which they 
live are much more difficult than what 
I knew growing up - but that is just it, 
I knew that place, they only know this 

place, what has been revealed to them 
– they don’t even know the difference.

On our last mission to Mexico, God 
gave me a moment to see the purity and 
perfection which exists in the hearts 
of children who grow up skinnier than 
most, breathe in much more dust and 
dirt than most, and fight and shiver to 
stay warm in their bed every night, which 
they most likely share with several other 
siblings.  During a worship service, in 
attendance was probably close to 80 or 

so people, there appeared 
suddenly 6 young girls, 
5-8 years old, standing in 
the front. With their arms 
wrapped around one 
another they worshipped 
there together, song after 
praise song, swaying 
slowly as they sang - each 
of their outfits, being the 

same or partly the same as the one they 
had worn the day before; their shoes 
covered in dust and their hair, jet black 
and pony-tailed.  

Continued on page 4...

“Who are these 
inquisitive, humble 

and adoring 
people?”



Changed by God

By Joel Olson

It is a great thing to watch people be 
changed by God.  And being a part of 
this ministry for two full years has given 
me the opportunity to rejoice hundreds 
of times as I have watched God change 
lives.  Although the changes are filled 
with peaks and valleys, pains and great 
freedoms, the constant remains Jesus 
at the center of it all.  The writer of 
Ecclesiastes observes in life that “For 
everything there is a season.”  As I have 
observed God changing people in this 
ministry, I have seen Him bring many 
people through different seasons of 
change.

A Season of Passion – There is always 
excitement found in doing something 
radical.  Giving up a potential career 
or four-year degree and moving away 
from friends and family, to follow Christ 
always requires a  passionate person.  
After all, if there is no passion involved 
with following Christ you will simply 
stand there fighting the current of God’s 
will rather than being swept away by it.  

A Season of Brokenness – “The 
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken 
spirit.” (Psalm 51:17) It is no coincidence 
that this period of brokenness always 
follows the passion of sacrificing 
everything.  All that has been sacrificed 
does nothing to please God compared 

to a broken spirit.  Leaving behind 
all possessions is one thing, but to 
sacrifice all pride, jealousy, insecurities 
and everything else people have built 
up inside of them; that is a sacrifice 
acceptable to God.  

A Season of growth - “Come, let us 
return to the LORD; for it is he who has 
torn, and he will heal us; he has struck 
down, and he will bind us up.” (Hosea 
6:1)  God is in the business of restoration.  
A broken spirit will be mended and God 
will restore it to a place of strength found 
in Him.  For the Lord gives wisdom, 
from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding.  Being broken into good 
soil allows for the seeds of truth to take 
root and grow.   

A Season of Love – “We know that we 
have passed from death to life because we 
love one another.” (1 John 3:14)  It is at 
this point that love becomes motivation 
for all things.  Seeing a need for unity, 
desiring to make Jesus known to all 
the earth, no longer discriminating by  
denomination, ethnicity, age, gender or 
location, producing an eternal movement 
in Christ Jesus. 

All seasons are needed, all seasons are 
important. I have seen all those in this 
ministry experiencing each one, and we 
are constantly being changed by Jesus.  
It is a great thing to watch people be 
changed by God.  

“God is working in me to help me to receive 
Jesus’ love and to express it.  I am amazed 
at how the Holy Spirit is working in me to 
build relationships.  Normally I am reserved 
and afraid to move and be bold for the Lord.  
Normally I’m self conscious and afraid of 
doing the wrong thing.  God is moving me 
though as I listen to Him and become more 
conscious of His Spirit working in me.  I am 
making friends and am hardly aware of how 
it happened.”Sonrisa Reed

Nashville Recap

by Michael Davis & Jen Gifford

June 6th began the Nashville 
Conference which ran through June 
9th.  This week included two sessions 
each day of worship through music, 
bible teaching, prayer and full days of 
relational community service projects.  
Each day was jam packed.  We often 
started about 5:30am 
and did not conclude 
until after midnight 
each day.  The truths 
we learned through the 
Bible and in our times 
talking with the Lord, we 
put into action through 
the following service 
projects:

CWA-Cayce Homes- 
The neighborhood 
houses are all low-income, under-
privileged families of which 20% are 
refugees (mostly from Somalia and 
Sudan).  We bonded with over 130 kids 
from this area as we played with them 
in the neighborhood park.  On Thursday 
we closed out the week throwing a 
carnival for these young kids complete 
with games and the band UnNamed 

Servant.  In talking with Director Becky 
Foy of the Learning Center she said, “My 
kids adore meeting new people and this 
gave them the opportunity to do that.”  

High Rise Building- This is a 9-
story building found here in Nashville 
that houses low-income, elderly and 
handicapped folks.  Most of them are 
living in some of the most unsanitary 
conditions our staff has ever seen 

(even in all of the third 
world countries we have 
traveled). There was A 
LOT of cleaning done and 
even more importantly 
relationships were built 
with the residents.

Iranian Women’s 
Group- We sent about 
10 of our girls to about 5 
different homes of Iraqi, 
Iranian and Kurdish 

refugees to sit and chat with the women 
and their kids.  The purpose was to give 
these women an opportunity to practice 
their English.  Our girls bonded with the 
families and many of the relationships 
that were formed will continue for those 
that are residents of Nashville.  

Continued on page 5...

“As soon as 
we looked into 

her eyes our 
hearts were 
moved with 
compassion

for her.”

“Wow! There have been countless experi-
ences, it’s hard to choose.  At the beginning 
of the week, I learned that I have a lot of 
pride, fear, and didn’t like myself at all.  Sat-
urday we had about 4 or 5 straight hours of 
prayer.  I struggled with receiving God’s love 
for about an hour during that prayer time.  I 
wanted and needed to feel God’s love so 
badly but I had to admit that I was prideful 
and ask the Lord to release me of that and 
give me freedom of all my fear.  I could not 
have done that with out all the girls praying 
for me during that time.  After that time of 
prayer I felt more joy than I have had in a 
long time, and it was pure joy from Jesus..”Jodi Cowan



Nashville Recap
Continued from Page 3...

Campus for Human Development- 
This is an organization that exists for 
homeless, drug and alcohol addicted 
people.  We sent about 20 people there 
to do activities ranging from serving 
lunch, landscaping, bible studies, taking 
participants to the park for football, 
teaching classes, prayer times and mini 
concerts. Our students were able to 
meet and talk with many of Nashville’s 
homeless, including Raul Perez.  Raul 
was found sitting in a nearby alley and 
it quickly became apparent that most 
people hadn’t talked to him unless 
they were confirming his citizenship 
or going to hassle him in one way or 
another.  He seemed surprised that 
we just wanted to chat with him.  He 
is originally from Mexico and does 
not know where his family is.  While 
he has battled drugs and alcohol for 
years he also knew that God was not 
far from him.  At different points he 
became emotional as he tried to talk 
about his family and express some of 
the challenges that he has faced.  He 
allowed us to pray for him and seemed 
encouraged by the conversation.  

Prayer Outreach to Broken 
Women- Our ministry has learned of 
some of the areas in Nashville where 
many prostitutes frequent and so a car 
full of our women spent an afternoon 
driving around meeting these hurting 
women and offering to pray for them.  
They were all very surprised to find 

that we didn’t want anything from them.  There was one in particular that had the 
sweetest spirit about her.  As soon as we looked into her eyes our hearts were moved 
with compassion for her.  Throughout the week the Lord really had given us the 
insight to see people the way that He sees them, these women were no exception.  
He loves all of them so much.  It was a joy for our team to be able to pray for these 
women and express to them that they are important and loved.  

Every person has a story.  The homeless, helpless and hopeless are no different.  In 
our culture in the States it is easier to ignore these people and to try and live in our 
worlds as though they do not exist, or at the most to convince ourselves that there 
is nothing that we can do to help them.  This week we asked the Lord to change this 
thinking in us and He answered and continues to push us to serve these powerless 
people just as He did.

“Being able to serve around the 
city of Nashville this week was 
very cool.  I know my eyes were 
definitely opened to the people 
of this city and how they are my 
brothers and sisters as much as 
the people in Mexico or anywhere 
else.  Serving the Lord with that 
mindset changes you and the 
motives behind what you do.  The 
bible studies the past two weeks 
about God’s “Nu Nation” have 
been opening my eyes to really 
see people for who they are and 
not just a statistic or an opportu-
nity, but to know that they are my 
brothers and sisters.  Therefore, I 
have been given a responsibility.  
Knowing these things and living 
them out will change the world.”

Alison Loope

From the Mouths of Babes
Continued from page 1...

And there I stood, in awe of their 
humility, their contentment, and their 
love - I forgot about worship and just 
watched them sing “Yo quiero ser como 
tu” (Jesus, I want to be just like you.).  
We began to sing “Tu Fidelidad es 
Grande…”  (Lord your faithfulness is so 
great), and the song leader asked just the 

children to sing one verse.  The row of 
girls standing in the front, and a chorus 
of other small people began to sing with 
them.  “Tu Fidelidad es Grande…”  Their 
solo voices, though small and without 
much booming frequency, pierced 
through the air from among the crowds, 
landed in my heart – and I began to 
cry.

I was involved in the service project for Iraqi 
women.  A group of us girls went to the Edmon-
son Pike Apartments and split up into groups 
of 2 or 3 to visit refugees from Iran and Iraq.  
The families were very hospitable, polite, and 
wonderful.  They opened up their homes to us 
and constantly offered drinks and food – even 
though they are using food stamps.  They were 
very willing to learn any English we could to 
teach them, and they taught us some things 
in their language as well.  It was a challenge 
because of the language barrier, but after I got 
past that it was awesome.  I wanted to major 
in TESL so this project was very rewarding for 
me.  I had a great time! I hope to continue to 
stay in touch with my family and I ask that you 
would all pray for these refugees.Jody Langan

When I first arrived here in Ensenada I was 
so excited to see the friends I made in De-
cember.  The streets, the smells, and the 
houses were just as I left them.  Whenever I 
go outside I look around to take in the scen-
ery while I am looking around my heart al-
ways aches. I look at the children they are 
running wild with muddy clothes and dirty 
faces but it does not faze them at all.  They 
are so happy to be with their friends.  I love 
them so much.  At home people care so much 
about their clothes and outward appearance 
it makes me sick.  I love the people here so 
much they are so happy and it’s not because 
of the brand new car they just bought but be-
cause they have Jesus in their lives. Candace Johnson



to learn and a teacher has something to 
give then God will move the class.  We 
have sat in our classrooms in silence for 
up to ten minutes as the overwhelming 
power of God filled the room, confirming 
the teaching and touching the hearts of 
the students. 

While some of our staff and students 
are off in the nations of Kenya, Uganda, 
and England, the rest of us are working 
and preparing for the arrival of new 
students. Joel has completed our 
catalog and application packet. Jason 

is busy with many administrative 
details that cover areas such as student 
records, and student housing. Mike 
Davis serves as the schools agent and 
is busy with school business such as 
obtaining surety bonds for himself 
and the school.  I, Mike Garner am 
busy designing our General Education 
program and our B.A. degree programs 
and writing syllabi for all the classes. 

All of this work is soon to be rewarded 
when those smiling expectant faces 
show up for school in September. It 
is a privilege to teach the committed 
young people that God sends to us here 
at The Institute for Global Outreach 
Developments. 

by Phillip Michael Garner

The Institute for Global Outreach 
Developments was founded to serve 
as the academic training branch of the 
ministry.  The Institute exists to see 
the Mission and Vision statements of 
G.O.D. International fulfilled in the 
lives of its students. 

Our students are 
dedicated young people 
that are giving their 
lives to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Many of 
our students plan to 
become missionaries.  
Rylan desires to serve 
in the Congo, Stephen 
wants to serve in 
Somalia. Our school 
is a unique training ground for young 
people.  It is a place where the academic 
is never completely shut off from the 

practical.  We teach our students that 
Christianity is meant to be lived and 
not just learned about.  We are training 
servants that will give their lives on a 
daily basis for the sake of the Kingdom; 
for the people of the world that need to 
know that Jesus is real.  

First, we are a community of people that 
serve God together, 
pray together, and 
share meals together.  
Our students become 
extensions of our 
lives and so we 
value each one of 
them. It is our desire 
that they grow and 
develop in Christian 
maturity as they learn 
academically. 

The classroom experience is filled with 
both learning and the Spirit of God.  
We have found that when people want 

The way that the ministry of SLAM and G.O.D. 
Int’l reaches out to the people in Ensenada is 
amazing.  The most important thing in serving 
others is the people, and that is something 
that SLAM really understands.  Many times we 
value the service over the ones in which we 
are serving, and that is where we miss what 
Jesus prefers.  We come to Ensenada primarily 
to strengthen our relationships with the people 
and encourage them in their pursuit of Christ, 
not to make our culture a burden to them.  So, 
through fellowship and love, we grow together 
as the body of Christ, and this is what I’ve seen 
take place over the past few days.Issac Thress

“We have sat in our 
classrooms in silence 
for up to ten minutes 
as the overwhelming 
power of God filled 

the room.”

Shane Pulgarin

“The Lord has brought me to a place to 
see truth in action and I have been, and 
will continue beyond my comprehension 
humbled, placed lower to the ground.  I 
am realizing that having the Truth be-
ing confirmed in teaching and most im-
portantly being applied has brought me 
to realize that I know nothing!  That the 
Jesus I speak of is the Jesus that I have 
contained in a box to preserve the rights I 
don’t have in a life in the Kingdom of God.  
I praise Jesus for knowing my weakness 
and hope in the confidence of the glory 
of God that He will bring me through this 
pain and pride to be the man of God I am 
called to be, not on my own account by 
solely through the strength of Jesus.”


