
NOVEMBER 9TH - Please be in prayer 
for God to provide a way for key ministry 
partners from Embu Town, Kenya, Nicholas 
Rukenya and Erastus Kanjogo to attend the 
Bible Institute from November through May.  
Specifi cally, pray for them to be able to secure 
the proper paperwork needed to leave their 
country and enter ours.

NOVEMBER 11TH - As UnNamed Servant 
continues to build a following in Iowa, they will 
get yet another opportunity to rock for Jesus in 
Steamboat Rock, IA on this Friday Night.  

NOVEMBER 12TH - As a part of a monthly 
outreach plan that began in September, G.O.D. 
Int’l will again serve the Nashville community!  
This month our Institute students will be 
involved in serving the poor and destitute 
people that surround our city.  

NOVEMBER 12TH-13TH - On Saturday night 
at Rock Church in Rockford, IL UnNamed 
Servant will be rocking with Jesus again. The 
following Sunday morning they have been 
invited to preach during their morning service 
and share special music. This will be a great 
reunion as US will have the opportunity to visit 
with some of the youth who were in Mexico 
this past August.  
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The Fall semester is in full swing at the 
Institute for G.O.D. Int’l .Students were asked 
to give a few words about their experience 
after a month and a half of classes, community, 
and even co-ed intramural football! This is 
what just a few of the students are saying.

Alyssa Kurtz
“School has been hard but good so far.  It feels 
really good to be in a community of people 
who really love and serve Jesus.  I think I 
have learned more about God and the Bible 
in the last month here than I have in the last 
four years of school.  I really love the way our 
teachers give their lives for us in order to teach 
us.  I have seen Jesus at this school.”

Lissa Kraft
“The professors, staff, and students at the 
Institute for G.O.D. Int’l have done nothing but 
love me and encourage me to follow Christ.  
Daily I have been learning in Bible classes 
more about God and myself.  To be honest it 
is very challenging, but daily God gives me the 
strength to not only look into my own life but 
also into his word for the truth.  This school, 
course work, and community are transforming 
my faith and view on God!”
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Andrew Bartlett 
“This school year has been the most 
challenging month of my life.  This school has 
pushed me and challenged me in ways like 
never before.  But, in that challenge I have 
learned so much about myself, my relation to 
the world, and about Jesus.  The diffi culty has 
been rewarding.”

Cameron Kagay
“My experience thus far at the Institute 
for G.O.D. Int’l can best be described as 
stretching.  I have never been so affected 
by teaching as I have been here.  I fi nd that 
everything I believe is being challenged and 
shaken.  My mind is being provoked to work 
through all the information being presented in 
light of all that I know or think I know.  I love it!”

Laurie Germeraad
“School is very refreshing, I’ve never been in 
an environment like it before. There is never an 
elitist or competitive spirit about the classroom.  
The point of each class is to help us to see 
God correctly – void of cultural assumptions, 
doctrinal prejudices, etc.  To see God’s Word 
in raw truth, void of those things, changes you.  
I’ve never enjoyed school so much, mostly 
because what I learn affects the way I live and 
that alone is the test – living it.  Pray for us!”

 By Phillip Michael Garner

 Josh and Alyssa Kurtz are from the state of Minnesota 
and are graduates of Bethel College. The newlywed couple 
has moved to Nashville to join us as students here at the 
Institute for G.O.D. International.  Josh has traveled to the 
nations of Kenya and Uganda with G.O.D. International 
for the last two summers.  This past summer of 2005 Josh 
was blessed to bring with him his lovely wife Alyssa. 
 Alyssa has served with Y.W.A.M. in the nation of 
Morocco, and now, like Josh has witnessed the ministry 
efforts of G.O.D. International in Africa.  
   Josh and Alyssa are both students in the Institute’s 
hermeneutics class otherwise known as Biblical 
Interpretation.  The Biblical Interpretation class 
has challenged the couple with new insights and 
understanding concerning both God and the biblical text.  
The idea of God as distant and beyond the cosmos has been 
eradicated due to their studies in Biblical Interpretation.  
Reading the book of Hosea and performing the Inductive 
Bible Study Method has opened new vistas of learning 
and spiritual growth for Alyssa and Josh.  Likewise they 
enjoy our Christian Development Class where they are 
challenged to grow beyond the average and enter into 
a life of commitment and self-sacrifi ce, a life where the 
cross plays a central role.  
    Alyssa and Josh bring to the school their desire to serve 
Jesus with their whole lives.  Like most all of our students 
Alyssa and Josh sense in their lives a call to missionary 
service.  We are here to train, equip, and encourage Alyssa 
and Josh in their calling. «

Institute News

 By Jen Gifford

• 30 of our friends and family joined us for this month’s Supporter’s Bible 
Conference raising approximately $275 for the impoverished people of India 
and Mexico.
• Another Monthly Community Service Project completed!  About 20 students 
took part in gathering hygienic products and toiletries for people of 3rd world 
countries, including but not limited to: Uganda, India, Kenya, the Philippines 
and Mexico.
• Grand Opening of Java Casa!  Serving as the Institute’s evening Student 
Center, Java Casa provides a coffee house atmosphere for fellowship, studying, 
fun and of course, great coffee!  All proceeds for coffee and snacks go towards 
helping our friends in India!
• We sent off the 3rd year of fi nancial support for our young, handicapped, 
Kenyan friend Brian Mutembei to attend school & to get his necessary medical 
attention.
• By faith we have booked tickets for our Kenyan brothers Nicholas & Kanjogo’s 
arrival to the U.S. to receive more training in the Bible and ministry. 
• Approximately $900 raised to go toward Kenyan brothers Nicholas & 
Kanjogo and the ministry they fund to come and stay in Antioch, TN to be 
trained more in-depth in the Word of God.
• A Panasonic copier was donated to our home offi ce here in Nashville, TN.
• UnNamed Servant has progressed to the fi nal stages of editing on their new 
CD to be released in December for fund-raising.
• We’ve reached the mid-point of the Fall semester here at the Institute for 
G.O.D. Int’l!  
• Intramural Sports at the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l take shape beginning this 
semester with co-ed fl ag football.
• Clothing Drive commences!  Boxes are fi lling up with needed clothing items 
for Kenya, Uganda, Mexico, India & the Philippines.
• Summer 2006 trips and internship itinerary confi rmed!
• Board of Director’s Banquet scheduled for Spring 2006.
• Africa Immersion 2006 Team formed.  Plans for missions to Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, Congo, Sudan and Somalia!

Accomplishments



 By Jason Roufs

 Many times I fail to realize that people 
are all the same all over the world.  Each is 
fi lled with emotions of joy, love, fear, anger, 
excitement and nerves.  When we started to load 
up the van at 5 o’clock in the morning, I could 
see the nervous feelings mixed with excitement 
and a bit of fear in the eyes of Juan Serrano and 
his wife Arecelli, Javier and his wife Marta, 
Pedro, Efrain, Arturo, Lupita and Hermana 
Cuca as they were about to experience their 
fi rst mission trip. For the last 8 years they have 

had groups of Americans and Canadians visit 
their homes on mission trips, but this time was 
set for them to visit others.  They did not have 
the issue of needing to learn a new language, 
having to cross the border, or raise hundreds 
to get there, but what they did have to do was 
sacrifi ce their time and trust the Lord to guide 
them.
 The ten of us (Gregg and I, and the team) set 
out towards the state of Sonora, located below 
the Arizona and Texas borders.  We told the 
group that we were going to listen to the Lord’s 
voice and follow the direction He told us to go.  
Since this was their fi rst trip, they sat back and 
tried to trust the Lord as we drove.  God helped 
us in a variety of ways along the way, from 
allowing us to have US mobile phone reception 

on the top of a mountain in the middle of the 
desert, to car problems, having to get a new 
vehicle, and even to closing the road and only 
allowing us to go in one direction.  After 14 
hours of driving we ended up in a region called 
Puerto Peñasco at 2 am.  Since it was dark we 
found the nearest place to rest our heads.  All 
of us were so tired we did not really care where 
that was, so we pulled out our sleeping bags 
and went to sleep.  As the sun came up we had 
time to realize the beauty of the place where we 
fell asleep, it was the beach!
 Puerto Peñasco is a small beach port 
and although ports at times create healthy 
economies you can always fi nd the poor and 
impoverished nearby.  As we traveled around 
that day we surveyed the town, which was 

barren with limited water supply, practically a 
desert.  The town was fi lled with many children, 
yet many of them are unable to attend school 
because of a lack of transportation needed to 
travel the 20 miles to the nearest town.  The 
realization of the poverty and need in the area 
completely shocked our group as they were 
dumbfounded that their own people were 
living in these types of environments.  Homes 
were made of sheet metal, palettes of wood, 
and other scrap pieces.  Most homes were no 
bigger than a living room in the U.S. and it 
housed a family of at least 6 people.
 During our day of surveying we realized 
that the need in the area was too much for us 
to do anything in our short time there, so we 
began with simple steps.  We visited the local 

men and women rehabilitation centers, talked 
with some of the youth, and then ended up 
meeting a family with whom we would build 
a strong relationship and spend the week 
talking with, bringing them food and water, 
and sharing with them the love of Jesus Christ.  
All these times of ministry were fulfi lled by 
our group from Ensenada as they learned how 
to survey areas, how to pray, bring food, and 
ultimately realize the truth about ministering 
with people: “It takes time, love, more time, 
and knowing the Bible!”  
 Not only was this a time for the team 
from Ensenada to gain an understanding of 
missions and the burden that comes with it, 
but it was also a chance for us to strengthen 
the relationship with our Ensenada family.  

During our time together we spent over 20 
hours studying the Bible, learning from one 
another, and discovering each other’s character 
through experience. The relationship building 
time with Juan Serrano and the team was by far 
the most powerful experience. We give thanks 
to God for the time of healing for our group 
from Ensenada and the chance to strengthen 
the vision that He has instilled in all of us. «

 By Brett Madron

 Every member of the staff of Global 
Outreach Developments International plays 
a vital role in the vision and mission of the 
ministry.  The indispensable nature of these 
positions refl ects the importance of individuals 
working together in unity to equip people to 
serve the poor and underprivileged around the 
world.  Skylar and Amanda Aaseby fulfi ll a 

role in the ministry of G.O.D. Int’l in a way that 
can only be described as indispensable.
 Any conversation with or about Skylar can 
easily become a conversation about computers 
and other technical equipment.  Although he 
works tirelessly and humbly to keep technology 
up to pace as multimedia technician, he is 
ultimately driven by people, specifi cally the 
people of Somalia, East Africa.  Skylar felt God’s 
call to Somalia while in Kenya on a summer 
internship with Students Living a Mission.  
During a teaching on Matthew 10 Skylar faced 
the reality of the idea of being a missionary 
and actually committing to a specifi c people 
group.  Upon coming to an understanding that 
there are very few people willing to love the 
people of Somalia in the name of Jesus, he was 
burdened and driven to commit to spending 
his life serving in this country.  Currently, 
Skylar is taking bible classes and working 
towards speaking Somali, the native language 
of Somalia, both of which will equip him to live 
and love among the people.  
 While Skylar is busy at the offi ces, his wife 
Amanda is pursuing an education at Thomas 
Aquinas College where she has just begun the 
nursing program.  Amanda also has dreams 

of using what she is learning now to help 
people who have no access to healthcare and 
little understanding of how to practice quality 
personal hygiene.  It quickly becomes evident 
when talking to Amanda that the Lord is 
growing a deep love and compassion in her for 
the people of Somalia.  Alongside her nursing 
education, Amanda is also taking the time 
to learn about health conditions in Somalia 
that will enable her to focus her attention on 
concerns that are applicable to the people 
there.
 Pray for Skylar and Amanda as they long 
for the day when they can visit Somalia and 
begin to interact with the precious people.  
Their burden will grow continually as they are 
able to build real relationships with real people 
who have real struggles and real joys.  No 
longer will their desires be for a future dream, 
rather they will have faces and memories to 
contemplate as they pursue a life of serving 
God’s children in a place where a primarily 
Muslim people need to know they are deeply 
loved by their Father. «    

Ministry Profi le 

 By Robert Munoz 

 Go to this church, but not that one.  Say 
this prayer, but not that way.  Don’t say this, 
but don’t say that either.  Don’t do this ever, 
unless that happens.  Don’t be seen there 
unless for this reason. Believe in God, but use 
common sense.  
 Is serving God really as complicated as 
some people would have us believe? Sure 
there are lots of things about serving God that 
will no doubt complicate my life, but how 
much do I have to understand to serve him in 
my every day? In my opinion it seems that the 
most essential things needed to serve God are 
sometimes incredibly simple to understand, 
but tremendously diffi cult to do. 
 For example, you might have said or 
heard other believers say things like, “It’s just 

so hard to forgive. I need God to change my 
heart…” or “I really want to love people, but 
my heart is just so hard and cold. I need God to 
soften it.”  I have often wondered what makes 
us believe that God would hold us responsible 
for something we can’t control; like a hard 
heart.
 Matthew 6:14,15 “For if you forgive others 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you; 15but if you do not forgive 
others, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses. We think we can’t forgive unless he 
“changes our heart” to do so. God commands 
us to love our neighbor, but we see our hearts 
so cold and hard and we think only he can 
soften it. If this is the case, then God is asking 
us to do things we’re unable to. Either God is 
incredibly cruel, or we are victims of our own 
deception. 
 The reason I am writing this article is 
because I want people to know we can serve 
God in every seemingly small moment we 
have with another person. Forgiveness and 
mercy may seem useless in our world but they 
are actually powerful in Christ.  
 For me, I fi nd choosing to do what God 
wants the hardest thing I’ve ever done. I think 
it is for many people. Even Jesus struggled to 

the point of sweating blood, as we fi nd him 
resisting his own will and submitting to his 
Father’s in the garden of Gethsemane. No one 
is exempt. So let’s choose to believe we 
are someone new. Let’s kill the desires of 
who we used to be. Let’s choose to want 
God instead of ourselves and serving 
Him might get a little less complicated 
and altogether more diffi cult. « 

From the Field

Pictures Below: (Left to Right) 

• The team stops for a picture with the dry, 
hot and dusty city of Puerto Peñasco in the 
background. 

• Arturo translates as the team studies the Bible 
after sharing a meal together. Also pictured are 
team members Lupita and Efrain 

• Jason, Gregg and the team were able to 
provide desperately needed food for a woman 
and her children.  

• Gregg and several of the other team members 
are circled around the kitchen table after 
bringing the supplies to her home.  

Thoughts

To Support us with prayers and encouragement 
visit our contact page at www.GODinternational.org 

Or, if you want to contribute fi nancially please 
send checks to:

809 GARRETT WAY CT.
ANTIOCH, TN 37013

Make Checks Payable to:  G.O.D.


