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On Saturday, April 8th, Global Outreach Developments Int’l hosted 
a Bible conference in Knoxville, TN. There were about 35 people 
in attendance. This time included food, fellowship, worship led by 
UnNamed Servant drummer Paul Olson, a first session taught by 
Mike Garner on John 3 and a closing session by Gregg Garner on 
Jeremiah 10. 

Our first summer team will be sent out May 1st for a unique mission. 
They will all begin in Uganda and will continue to partner with Pastor 
Tom and his family in Bombo Town. On May 17th, part of the group 
will stay in Uganda while the others will be continuing on to India. 
Please pray for the staff members leading these teams— Jason 
Roufs, Derek Bargatze in Uganda, and Gregg Garner, Jen Gifford, 
and Paul Olson in India—as well as the team members.

This summer Global Outreach Developments International is going 
to more countries than ever before, with more staff than ever before, 
in more unique ways than ever before. In just one summer there 
will be teams traveling to India, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Jamaica, The Philippines, Hong Kong, and England 
(10 Countries)! Please pray for all of the different developing 
opportunities and each of our teams. You can stay updated on their 
trips on www.slamweb.org or you can view the summer intern 
journals on www.GODinternational.org/community. 

UnNAMED SERVANT

On April 5th-7th Institute student Ty Matthews hosted another “Hope 
to Carry On” Youth Revival in Knoxville, TN. This conference, also 
known as H2CO, is a time for the youth of Knoxville to join together 
in praising and learning about Jesus. This was the fifth annual H2CO 
during which UnNamed Servant was given the opportunity to lead 
worship. Besides the band’s ministry, Institute students Ty Matthews 
and Brandon Galford both shared messages as well as band member 
Gregg Garner. 

On April 24th the band flew to California for their West Coast tour 
beginning at Foothill Christian School. Through these UnNamed 
Servant events, funds and awareness are raised for missions efforts 
around the world.

INSTITUTE

April 21st was the last day of school for Institute students. They 
finished strong with papers, projects, presentations and final exams. 
Please pray for the students as they are returning home for visits, 
beginning classes again in May, or beginning their summer trips.

The Institute will now offer summer intensive classes in the months of 
May, July and August. Classes offered will include Genesis, Christian 
Development, World Religions, and Primary Health Care.« 

Accomplishments
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The Institute for G.O.D. Int’l will hold its first slate of summer classes beginning on this 
date.  The study of the book of Genesis will kickoff the summer classes with more to 
follow in August.  Professor Mike Garner will walk the class of 15 students through the 
book of beginnings, Genesis.  

SLAM will be leading a select team on mission to the bush of Africa.  The team 
of 22 will be spending time with the people of Kenya and Uganda during this 2 
week mission.  While the team will fly into Kenya, most of the time will be spent 
in Uganda working with our contacts, Pastor Tom and his son John as well as 
the people within their community of believers.  Some of the plans are to visit 
several churches in the area, give much needed and desired Bible studies to the 
Ugandans, and host a children’s carnival among other great opportunities.

Eleven team members from above mission in Uganda will travel on to India to meet 

up with our On-Site Director, Yonababu for a total of 12 team members.  While in 

India, the team plans to do a lot of surveying and ground breaking ministry with the 

people of India.  The remaining members in Uganda will remain in Bombo Town 

encouraging, teaching, and learning.
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This is the first day of the Summer Internship 2006!  All 26 summer interns will be arriving to begin an experience that will impact the rest of their lives as they will minister in 5 different countries.  They will begin their mission efforts with a training week in Nashville.  Moving into the 2nd week, the team will be involved in a leadership and service conference SLAM will be putting on in Nashville.  Next they will spend a week in Jamaica in an AIDS hospice and then they are off to Guatemala.  After spending a week with the Guatemalans, the team will travel to the Philippines where they will spend time at one of the areas largest bible colleges serving and they will also minister to sufferers of the sex slave industry.  They will finish their travels in the country of Hong Kong where they will minister to the poor and needy people of many nationalities.  
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It has been a blessing to report monthly the 
wonderful things that the people are saying 
in response to the ministry of G.O.D. Int’l. 

“ We are all so pumped about your ministry. 
You guys are an answer to a lot of prayers.“
 - Randy, Church Leader, Nashville, TN

“ We took our 5th and 6th graders to a Slam 
mission trip and they absolutely loved it. We 
can’t praise SLAM enough. They put together 
a mission that was totally perfect for our kids 
and we can’t thank you enough! “
- Ramona, Youth Leader, Hermitage, TN

“ I think it’s some pretty powerful stuff you 
guys are doing for the Lord!“
- Damien, Bible Study Visitor

“ I will continue to pray for you guys as you 
prepare for your missions this summer and 
as you head into the mission field. May God 
bless you all as you listen to Him and as 
you reach people for Christ. I am thankful 
that God is impressing Kristin to join you in 
ministry again this year. “
 - Dave, Parent of a Summer Intern

UnNamed Servant led worship for the hundreds in attendance at this year’s Hope 
to Carry On youth conference (Knoxville, TN).  Students from the Institute also 
shared messages of hope for the youth of Knoxville. 

This picture of a mother and her children was taken in a small village outside of 
Antigua, Guatemala.  Guatemala is one of the five stops being made by this year’s 
summer interns.TESTIMONIES
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The Institute for Global Outreach Developments Int’l is incredibly excited 

to celebrate the completion of it’s 2nd year! This time has allowed the 

Institute to establish a clear mission for training full-time missionaries and 

there have been numerous accomplishments, the most important of which 

have taken place in the lives of its students. We asked a few of them to 

give a brief testimony of how being at the Institute has affected them.

STUDENT  TESTIMONIES

To support us with prayers and encouragement 
visit our contact page at 

www.GODinternational.org
 

Or, if you want to contribute financially 
please send checks to:

809 GARRETT WAY CT.
ANTIOCH, TN 37013 

Make Checks Payable to:  G.O.D. International

Adam - 1st year student
The school has helped me to see the world the way God sees 

it. This gives me the desire to change.  In Hosea, I learned 
about God’s character and how he sees his people, which 
encourages me to love God more than loving the world. I have 
also learned the importance of being around a community that 
encourages you.   

Brandon - 2nd year student
The ways that God has used this school to change the way I 

live are more than I can even begin to communicate. For one, 
I feel that I am actually able to talk about God. Because I am 
really learning God’s character through the Word, I am coming 
to know him, and therefore to communicate what he is truly like 
is something that flows out more naturally than ever. Through 
studying Luke and the other Gospels, Jesus is becoming so 
much more real and alive to me on a daily basis. He is not so 
distant and mystical as he once was. Rather, he is a living person 
who experienced life just as I do, and even now he experiences 
life with me, helping me in every way and filling me with joy 
along the way. The more I am learning about God’s heart for the 
poor and oppressed of the world, the more my heart is burdened 
to act like my Father and help people in whatever way I can. God 
has used the classes to renew my mind in regards to his concern 
for the powerless. Because of this, my excitement to go to Africa 
and love people with the love of Christ is constantly growing. 
Honestly, I could write a book on how God has changed my life 
through this school.  

Deb - 1st year student
Taking classes here at the Institute has challenged my 

everyday choices, from the way I eat, to how I spend my 
time. Moment by moment I am reminded of God’s word and 
his desire to be involved in every aspect of my life. I am more 
aware of my responsibility to serve the underprivileged all 
over the world because my world view has been expanded.    

Elise - 1st year student
The Institute for G.O.D is constantly challenging me to grow. 

In learning the Bible and I have begun to learn to see God’s 
heart and know what he requires of his people. Every day I am 
challenged with the responsibility to live what it is that he requires 
of me – to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly 
with my God.

Josh - 1st year student
The way I live has been affected by what I have been taught 

and have learned over the past year.  Being immersed into a 
community of people that desire to learn about God and how he 
desires us to live our lives can only do one thing, change the 
way you live.  What I have learned, this past year, about the 
ideals of God, has challenged me to live a life in accordance 
with God’s ideal.

Lyssa – 1st year student
My mind is being renewed and I am living different. Class lectures, 

learning the word, studying, writing papers, watching my 
teachers live out their teaching, and being in this community 
has created in me a hunger to serve. God is creating in me 
a new heart of service that is out of love for people. When I 
give of my time, energy, and whatever I can give I feel alive 
and joyful. I am learning how connected God desires us to be 
to one another and to him and the true joy that comes from 
community!

Ryan - 1st year student
My development as a Christian is beginning and through the 

classes I am building a strong foundation to believe in God. 
I have been freed to open up and share my person as a 
child of God. «

Students from the Institute 
join hands in prayer.THE FIRST TwO yEARS

A REFLECTION

By Mike Garner 

   My first semester began with seven students, seven staff members 
and a few of their wives. We met around a boardroom table placed 
into a room hardly big enough for the table. Our first class was Biblical 
Interpretation.  The Biblical Interpretation class was conducted twice, 
once for the staff and once for our first seven students. The students 
also took Spanish and Introduction to Academics. 
   All of my students were self-motivated and eager to learn. We laughed, 
we wept, and we wrestled with questions about both interpretive 
matters and what God was like according to the book of Hosea.  It was 
a liberating time for the staff and our first students.  I fell in love with 
teaching self-motivated students and they fell in love with God, his 
written word and even with their teacher.  The Biblical Interpretation 
course continues to be the foundational course for the Institute.   
  Our student population began to increase exponentially. I currently 
teach around seventy persons at the Institute. I expect to have around 
ninety persons to teach in the fall of this year.  As the school grew 
so did our need for establishing curriculum. We have developed two 
degree programs; Biblical Studies and Missiology. The Institute is 
authorized by the Tennessee Commission on Higher Education.
  As our student population increased so did our responsibilities. This 
past semester I taught six classes. Gregg Garner teaches a number of 
Bible and missions courses. Robert Munoz teaches primary health care 
and other missions related medical courses; Michael Davis teaches a 
practical math class and Spanish; Jason Roufs teaches our physical 
education courses and Spanish; Paul Olson teaches foundations of 
ministry classes; Joel Olson teaches the Institute’s art classes. We 
are blessed to have Cadle Edwards give her time to teach our Writer’s 
Seminar class. We will also have others joining our faculty in the fall. 
  Over the course of the past two years we have had to expand our 
office space, lease apartments, develop curriculum, begin a library, 
and meet the ever growing needs of ministering to our students. Today 
our students are more than people passing through a program; they 
are an active part of the ministry of Global Outreach Developments 
International.  
  Student interns assist the staff in research projects, office filing, and 
music ministry. Many of our students have acknowledged God’s call 
in their lives to a specific country or people group.  This summer the 

school and ministry will be sending students on the required internship 
program and on cross-cultural immersion trips. Staff and students will 
be traveling in East Africa and India. The Global interns will make their 
way from Guatemala to Jamaica to the Philippines and debrief in Hong 
Kong.  
  Our first seven students, all of whom are still with us, are: Rylan 
Aaseby, Nathan Cameron, Aric Carroll, Amanda Davis, Brandon 
Galford, Rachel Nowlin, and Stephen Ownby. Rylan, Nate, and Rachel 
along with some of our more recent arrivals have completed a year 
of Hebrew.  They are able to read the Hebrew text of the Bible and 
understand the elements of Hebrew grammar necessary for parsing 
and using language helps. 
  As the Dean of a learning community I am particularly pleased with 
the intellectual and spiritual atmosphere of the school and students.  
Today my students challenge me with their passion and ingenuity.  As 
an avid reader the students would come to me and ask me to suggest 
a good book for reading on a certain subject. Now, they bring books 
to me that I have not read and share them with me. Now, they bring to 
me ideas, ideas which I must confirm as valuable. 
  We consider ourselves a progressive community of learners. The 
grounding ethic that guides our thinking is concern for the poor 
and oppressed of our world.  This ethic of concern for the poor and 
oppressed is in keeping with the theology of God as found in the Torah 
(the instruction) the Prophets, the Writings, and in the teachings of 
Jesus and the writers of the New Testament. 
  It is the dreamers of the world that bring transformation and we 
encourage our students to dream.  It is so easy to adopt a fatalistic 
approach to history and limit ourselves to the status quo. Jesus came 
to set us free and there is no greater freedom than choosing to say 
yes to God and pursue the ideal of the Kingdom of God.  So, we move 
forward in our learning how to live. We move forward in a world that 
is not our home, a temporary place, a place where God is restlessly 
working to harvest humanity.  We move forward and not in naivety but 
in freedom. Our training is rigorous and not for the timid. We are a 
school for people giving their lives to Christ and not for people seeking 
a ‘ministry career’. « 
  


