
TBA - Key ministry partners from Embu Town, Kenya, Nicholas Rukenya and Erastus Kanjogo 
are tentatively scheduled to visit Nashville.  We are currently in the process of collecting all 
the documentation needed for them to visit.  The two Kenyans will come to the G.O.D. Int’l 
headquarters in Antioch to attend the Bible Institute for spring semester 2006.  Please pray that 
this process goes quickly as we are excited to be reunited with our Kenyan brothers.  

DEcEmBER 10Th - G.O.D. Int’l will again serve the East African and Iraqi refugee community 
in downtown Nashville.  The staff and students of the Institute will participate in an early 
christmas of sorts.  This will be the 3rd time this particular refugee community and G.O.D. Int’l 
will partner to the benefit of the people.

DEcEmBER 16Th - This marks the last day of classes of the 2005 fall semester at the 
Institute for G.O.D. Int’l.  All of the students put in long hours of study and deserve a break!  
congratulations.  

DEcEmBER 17Th – Shaun Galford and candace Johnson will be wed on this day in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  Both Shaun and candace have moved to Nashville from Knoxville and are in their 
first year of studies at the Institute.  

DEcEmBER 16-18Th - UnNamed Servant along with a few student interns will lead a mission 
trip to morristown, Tennessee to minister alongside the local hispanic community.  A group 
from Fellowship church among other groups in Knoxville, TN will join them for a weekend of 
service and Bible study.  

DEcEmBER 27Th - JAN 2ND - A youth group from Lakewood Baptist church in Nashville, 
TN, students from the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l, along with a group from southern california 
will travel southwest to Ensenada, mexico along with the SLAm staff.  While in Ensenada, the 
group will minister to many hispanics through Vacation Bible School, sports evangelism, and 
community help projects.
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Recently we have had numerous friends respond with 
thanks for this ministry and how it is touching their 
lives. The first is from a family who has been a faithful 
supporter of our ministry for several years and the 
second is from the parent of a past SLAm participant 
who was recently killed along with his friend in a car 
accident. A video was created in celebration of their lives 
as they have gone to be with Jesus. You can download it 
from the ‘news’ section of the www.slamweb.org site. 

It is our pleasure to share their encouragements with 
you as we acknowledge God at work in the lives of his 
people. Praise the Lord! 

“Encouraging, praying, giving of yourselves--sending 
money. You are precious, precious people and we are of 
course, humbled to tears that you came together (again) 
on our behalf. The Lord never fails! And you never fail to 
encourage us. Thank you for your sensitivity to the spirit 
and to those you love. We love you back!”

Thanks [G.O.D. Int’l] for celebrating their lives [Dan & 
Bridgett]. It[the video] was beautiful to see. It helps to 
know our brothers and sisters in christ are standing 
beside us and lifting us up in prayer as we journey thru 
this valley. I know Jesus is there for us, gently holding us 
as he stitches back together our broken hearts, stitch by 
stitch.
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UNNAmED SERVANT 
As the ministry’s #1 fund-raising source (100% 
of funds raised by US go towards furthering the 
non-profit purposes of our ministry), US travels 
all over the country playing, speaking and 
ministering to any who will give them an ear!
• Steamboat Rock Baptist church in Iowa 
raised funds to host an UnNamed Servant 
concert resulting in 150 people being minister 
to as well as funds being raised for operating 
expenses of the ministry.  
• 40 people were ministered to through an 
UnNamed Servant concert at Rock church in 
Rockford, IL.
• About 500 ministered to by Gregg Garner 
through powerful messages given at Rock 
church’s two Sunday morning services. 

ThE INSTITUTE FOR G.O.D. INT’L
As the ministry’s missionary training school its 
focus is training up future missionaries with 
Bachelors programs offered in Theological 
Studies, missiology and Biblical Studies.  The 
Institute functions under the mission and vision 
statement of G.O.D. Int’l.
• Over 20 classes at the Institute for G.O.D. 
Int’l confirmed for Spring 2006 semester class 
roster.

• Java casa, which acts as the Institute’s 
student center, raised the amount needed to 
cover its start-up costs, getting us that much 
closer to raising money for India!
• 5 new students added to enrollment for 
Spring 2006 at the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l. 

G.O.D. INTERNATIONAL
International aspects of ministry focused 
on equipping and mobilizing laborers to 
live and serve according to the Scriptures, 
demonstrating the love of Jesus!
• Our Kenyan brothers, Nicholas & Kanjogo, 
will have their interviews this month for their 
visas to come to Antioch, TN!  During this time 
our brothers will receive further training in the 
Bible and ministry!
• Over 1,000 items of clothing already collected 
from the clothing Drive!  This will result in 
families in the Philippines, Kenya, Uganda, 
India and mexico being provided clothing for 
their families.  There is still a need for donations 
to go towards shipping costs for these clothes, 
consider making a contribution!
• Praise the Lord!  Twice as much money was 
sent to Africa this month providing for needs of 
food, clothing as well as assisting our brother 
Danson & sister Daisy in getting married.
• Juan Serrano and Javier Felix in mexico were 
sponsored by our ministry to take intensive 
English Language classes at the University of 
Baja california.
• In Uganda, the land for the future training 
center has been paid for as well as all 
necessary paperwork being completed and 

processed.

STUDENTS LIVING A mISSION
A program developed by G.O.D. Int’l to 
mobilize and equip young people ages 12-25 
to serve the poor and underprivileged through 
community service.
• 25 people confirmed for December 2005 
Ensenada, mexico mission!
• 2 trips to Juarez, mexico planned for 2006
Uganda-India trip confirmed for May 2006!  
more details on this summer to come…
• 2 trips to Ensenada, Mexico confirmed for 
2006
• 3 Nashville Bible Service conferences 
planned for 2006
• 8 trips planned to morristown, TN this next 
year!  morristown, located in East Tennessee, 
offers a cross-cultural missions opportunity 
amongst both hispanic and American 
underprivileged communities.
• 4 Nashville monthly community Service 
Plunges planned for  the beginning of 2006
• 1 trip to Puerto Penasco, mexico planned for 
July 2006
• 2 Western Summer Internship opportunities 
now available!  The first includes: Boot 
camp, Nashville and Jamaica.  The second 
includes: Boot Camp, Nashville, Jamaica and 
Guatemala.
• Global Summer Internship confirmed 
including the following missions:  Boot Camp, 
Nashville, Jamaica, Guatemala, Philippines 
and hong Kong!
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 By Phillip michael Garner
 
 Brandon Galford is the kind of student that 
a teacher loves to come across. Brandon’s 
experience with christianity was a mixture of 
devotion, commitment, and confusion.  When 
I met Brandon his belief in the Lord Jesus and 
his love for humanity were well established. 
however, his skill to read and interpret the Bible 
and his ability to do theology were hindered 
by some of the teaching he had received in 
church.  
     Young minds are usually capable of 
wrestling with intellectual challenges but find 
the church lacking in this area of stimulus. The 
method for ‘discipling’ is often limited to basic 
confessions and denominational indoctrination. 
At the Institute for G.O.D. we encourage young 
people to develop critical thinking skills.  The 
ability to think critically serves the student well 
when it is done with faith.  

 Brandon’s personal experience was such 
that he was bound by thinking that had limited 
understanding and critical thinking. Brandon had 
been indoctrinated into a form of determinism 
that limited both his thoughts and his life. The 
influence of determinism left Brandon without 
hope for life. he once told me that he was 
afraid to have children because they might be 
born under the predetermination of damnation.  
It is comical to think that Brandon had a choice 
not to have children, but children could be born 
without choice to say yes or no to God. Brandon 
has since learned that the narrow views of God 
found in some christian circles are not all-
inclusive to the christian community.
 Brandon comes to the Institute and 
ministry of G.O.D. from Knoxville TN.  he had 
served with another mission’s organization for 
over two years and had traveled to the nations 
of Venezuela, honduras, Vietnam, Sudan and 
Kenya.  Brandon was in Venezuela when he 
received the news that G.O.D. was beginning 
a mission’s training school.  his hunger for 
learning God’s word and respect for the 
persons in the ministry of G.O.D. prompted 

Brandon to seek God about coming to the 
Institute.  Brandon knew that God wanted him 
to come to the Institute and learn.  After his first 
year at the Institute, Brandon was joined by his 
brother Shaun.  Shaun served on the summer 
internship with his girlfriend candace.  Shaun 
and candace are soon to be married. 
 Brandon is truly a student of the word 
and gives up many nights sleep to study and 
complete his assignments. Like many of my 
students, Brandon is a blessing to teach. «

 

 By Brett madron

 At the age of 23 most people in our culture 
are finishing college or beginning a career, not 
reading books on gardening and midwifery.  
Learning to grow food to provide for a family or 
assisting another woman in childbirth are simply 
not common concerns in our society.  We go to the 
grocery store if we are hungry or go to the hospital 
to have a child.  For Derek and celesta Bargatze 
life will not always be so accommodating.  

 In July of 2004 while in Kenya, God placed 
a burden on the Bargatzes’ hearts for the people 
of Kenya.  As Derek and celesta allowed this 
burden to mature in them, a climactic moment 
came when hundreds of Kenyan children began 
running towards them.  The children represented 
to the Bargatzes’ a responsibility to take care of 
the people and teach them how to live.  Even 
now, over a year after this time with the children, 
the images that come to mind when they think of 
East Africa are not beautiful landscapes or wild 
animals, but the faces of those who have become 
some of their dearest friends.
 meanwhile, as graduates from Trevecca 
Nazarene University, both Derek and celesta 
are living in preparation of their calling.  As 
Communications Coordinator at the offices 
of G.O.D. International Derek maintains the 
web site and handles general public relations 
responsibilities in order to network friends of the 
ministry close to home and around the world.  
In addition to this responsibility, Derek is the 
Institute’s Residential Director, overseeing any 
concerns dealing with student housing.  When 
time is available Derek is preparing to teach a 

communications course this spring.   
 Applying her education from TNU, celesta 
works as an organic chemist for TestAmerica 
Analytical Testing company.  TestAmerica 
receives water and soil samples from all over 
the country and tests these samples to see how 
polluted they are.  In addition to this job, celesta 
works with Derek and is a student at the Institute.  
She is also preparing to co-teach a class on 
primary healthcare that will provide students 
introductory knowledge of how to take care of 
people in second and third world countries where 
quality healthcare is scarce.  Teaching the class 
will also reinforce some understanding that will 
be of use to celesta to help the people in East 
Africa.
 Pray for Derek and celesta as they will be 
the first career missionaries sent by the ministry.  
Soon they will be able to incarnate the words that 
God gave Derek as he spoke to the people of 
Kenya that unforgettable summer:  “We believe 
we were created to serve you.”  Soon they will 
understand why God has molded them their 
whole lives to live among, learn from, teach, and 
love the people of East Africa. «    

 By Derek Bargatze 

It is difficult to decide which is harder: being 
here in the states away from the people God 
has called celesta and I to, or being apart from 
the family, friends and culture I have known 
my entire life.  Love seems to be the only 
reason this is so hard.  It is in moments with my 
brothers and sisters either here in the states or 
in Africa that spark reality in my mind of leaving 
one to join another.  Family in the states that I 
have grown so close to will no longer be right 
next door or an easy two hour drive away.  It will 
soon take thousands of dollars and 20 hours on 
a plane.  Then, celesta and I will be entering 
into new friendships and relationships, except 
this time with people from a completely different 

culture.  It is already hard enough to make 
good friends in the states; how much harder 
will it be with a completely different culture 
of people who see a distinctively different 
characteristic about us?  Will they like us?  can 
I take it if I am not liked?  It is funny that my 
concern is whether they would like me or not. 
 Another constant battle that I fight is the 
single cost of serving christ; our life.  The 
more and more a person knows Jesus and 
his teachings, the more and more willing they 
must become to lay down their lives.  There is 
a certain responsibility to knowing Jesus.  The 
reminder of how to live for christ is found in 
John 15:13, “No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  
This is a big piece of reality that I must accept; 
that a life lived in christ is one in which I must 
constantly lay my life down for others. (Even 
harder for me than this is that my wife must do 

the same).  What exactly will laying our lives 
down look like?  Will I have to sacrifice food for 
me and my family so someone else can eat? 
It seems Jesus would.  Will I have to leave my 
family in order to travel to a church or visit a 
family in need? It seems Jesus would.  Will I 
have to raise my children in a country where 
many children die before the age of five due to 
preventable diseases? Jesus did call us there.  
Will my wife give birth in a place without all the 
comforts of pain medicine? Jesus did call us 
there.  All these realities must be recognized 
before I take my whole family.  The crucial 
question is, “Did Jesus really call us to go?”  
 Laying down our lives for the sake of others 
is what Jesus did for all of us.  This reality for 
celesta and I will be practical in many ways.  
Our lives are going to be completely different 
and in a completely different culture.  having 
children and raising them is going to be 

completely different.  Language barriers will be 
a common occurrence.  All the standard ways 
celesta and I have lived in the United States 
will be completely different in Kenya.  Even 
now I have no idea what it will be like.  Living in 
such ambiguity requires a lot of faith in christ.  
 This seems almost too much for one 
man and his wife.  however, after considering 
the cost of our sacrifices that must be made, 
we look at the lives of the people God has 
called us to.  The life we are entering into is 
a life that millions of people live everyday.  I 
remember a man in Kenya named moses 
who has been suffering with malaria for years, 
yet lives life full of the Spirit of God.  moses 
carries so much joy for learning and Jesus 
in his smile that you would never assume he 
was suffering from a deadly disease.  It will be 
people like Moses that help us fulfill our calling.
 As we live and grow in East Africa good 

relationships will be built and lives will be 
changed.  Stories and experiences will be lived 
and all for the sake of christ and his people.  
Jesus will take care of us and demands that 
instead of having fear we come to him for his rest.
 

“Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy laden and I WILL give you rest.”  

 
So, we are comforted by his rest that 
turns all our thoughts and questions 
into faith, trust, and confidence.
 It is the love christ Jesus has placed 
in us for these people.  Love so strong that 
we are willing to sacrifice what is needed to 
show a life lived in christ, to be an example.  
Of course, it is much easier to speak than 
to actually live a life in christ.  In the end, 
our lives will reveal the evidence of these 
words.  After all, Jesus did call us there. « 

To Support us with prayers and encouragement 
visit our contact page at www.GODinternational.org 

Or, if you want to contribute financially please 
send checks to:

809 GarreTT Way CT.
anTiOCh, Tn 37013 

Make Checks Payable to:  G.O.D.
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BEST PHOTOS OF 2005

1. Summer Interns leading a children’s game in 
Ensenada, Mexico - By Paul Olson
2. Gregg praying for a woman in Charia, Kenya 
- By Nicholas Rukenya
3. Curious Ugandan boys observe team as they 
walked to a remote village church - By Tara 
Garner
4. Two boys outside their house in Puerto 
Penasco, Mexico - By Jason Roufs
5. Ugandan boys with USA sweater - By 
Nicholas Rukenya
6. Sunset in Ensenada, Mexico - By Paul Olson
7. UnNamed Servant stops during set up for a 
quick picture.  Near Iowa Falls, IA - By Skylar 
Aaseby
8. Kim Terry ministers to Somali refugees in 
Nashville, TN - By Jason Roufs
9. The 2005 Summer Interns - by Paul Olson
10. Nate Shimmel plays “Goliat” (Spanish for 
Goliath) for children at low income apartements 
Morristown, TN.  - By Paul Olson
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