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G.O.D. INTERNATIONAL
AfriCA immersiON TeAm PrePAres 
8 students called to east Africa will immerse 
themselves in the culture this summer for 
10 weeks of ministry and service in Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, the D.r.Congo, rwanda, 
as well as selected students to sudan, and 
somalia. As this trip will require them to work 
as a team and hold the responsibility for the 
teaching, training, and ministering to our 

brothers and sisters of east Africa, they are 
in need of much prayer. Please partner with 
us in prayer for them as they continue to meet 
together to learn more about the culture, the 
people, and what is required of them. 

A NeW Life! 
Jason and Tori roufs, along with the G.O.D. 
int’l community proudly welcome the life of 
their daughter, Kiah michelle. The community 
came together for two full weeks to visit 
and cook dinner for the new family. Jason’s 
mother was also visiting for a few weeks 
as she ministered to the new parents and 
the community by offering her wisdom of 
experience and love.

mOre NeW Life TO COme
Women from the ministry celebrated Tara 
Garner’s expecting the birth of her second 
child, Justice Tsedeq, in march, just a few 
weeks away. Also, rob and Heather munoz 
are expecting. Announced at the same time 
were Derek and Celesta Bargatze—also 
pregnant! And Josh and Alyssa Kurtz—
pregnant as well! We look forward to all 
of the new life, as we understand children 
as a blessing from the Lord and a sign of his 
favor. 

seNT mONey TO THe sUfferiNG
G.O.D. int’l sent monetary help to our friends 
in east Africa to help them during the famine. 
This last month, G.O.D. int’l sent more money 
to Africa than has ever been sent in “ministry 
history.” According to the British Broadcasting 
Network, Tens of millions of people across 
more than half the states in sub-saharan 
Africa need urgent food aid, but the causes 
are often complex and varied. food crises 
were once primarily triggered by natural 
disasters like droughts. Please continue to 
pray with us for our brothers and sisters who 
are suffering in east Africa, we know the Lord 
is with them.

INSTITUTE
fOUNDATiONs Of miNisTry CLAss 
yieLDs  reAL  Life  exPerieNCe
The foundations of ministry class, taught 
by Paul Olson, learns how to put theory into 
practice by committing service to various 
ministries in the Nashville area. service 
includes serving the homeless, elderly, youth, 
and refugees in such services as Belle meade 
United methodist Church, Cornelia House 
nursing home, Nashville rescue mission, 
safe Haven shelter, salvation Army, and 
faith Hope and Love (a ministry of prayer and 
family restoration). Professor Paul Olson is 
excited about the assignment as it helps mold 
students into becoming “whole people.” He 
also says, “Through this experience students 
will be shown the complexities of everyday 
ministry and the practical workings of theology 
and ministry theory.” 

NeW yOUTH LeADers
Ty matthews and rylan Aaseby have been 
asked to lead 30 6th through 12th grade 
students in weekly youth group meetings at 
Belle meade United methodist Church. They 
look forward to passing on what they are 
learning at the institute to other youth who are 
excited for Jesus. On the 25th of february, 
UnNamed servant will partner with these 
students in leading worship to the students 
during their 24-hour famine event. 

fOUrTH semesTer Of iNsTiTUTe
We have approached the halfway point of 
the spring semester. students continue to 
learn, grow, and process through the things 
they learn about the character and person of 
Jesus and the practical ways to minister the 
love He gives. 

UnNAMED SERVANT
WOrsHiP ON WeDNesDAys
On the 26th of January UnNamed servant 
began to lead worship for the students at 
forest Hill Baptist Church on Wednesday 
nights. The new relationship developed 
between the band and forest Hills is very 
exciting. The youth ministry there, called 
synago, is led by Pastor rob Tims who is 
doing well to challenge his students in the 
area of a worship lifestyle. 

BAND BOOKiNGs
The band is starting to get bookings for the fall 
and their California tour (home to 2 out of the 3 
band members) is lining up for late April.  « 

Accomplishments

mArCH 1sT - UnNamed servant will lead worship for the youth at 
forest Hills Baptist Church as they do each Wednesday night.  Us’s 
role is to connect the youth with God through song and prayer as well 
as through personal relationships.

mArCH 10TH-12TH- The institute for G.O.D. int’l will host a prospective 
student visitation weekend.  During this time, all prospective students 
for the upcoming academic year will have a chance to experience many 
aspects of the community atmosphere such as classes, community service, 
Bible studies, and fellowship.

mArCH 11TH- sLAm will partner with current and prospective students of the 
institute for G.O.D. int’l in a community service project.  The project will be 
held at the Nashville Boys and Girls Club to assist in enhancements to the 
facility for a better environment for the children.

mArCH 18TH- Gregg will lead a Bible study for the youth of Knoxville, TN.  
These youth are hungry for the Word of God and want to be conformed 
to the image of his son.   several staff and interns will attend because 
of the tight bond that exists between our ministry and our friends in 
Knoxville.  

mArCH 21sT- 24TH- sLAm will lead the youth of New Hope 
Baptist Church in Nashville on mission to morristown, TN.  While 
in morristown, students will minister to the community through 
relational evangelism as well as service projects.  There is a great 
need in this area for Jesus, so please pray for the team.

Over the course of 10 weeks, the summer immersion 
program will take students to 7 countries.  Included in 
this trip will be time spent with Pastor Tom (pictured 
above) in Uganda.

UnNamed Servant is on stage every Wednesday night 
leading worship for “Synago,” the youth ministry of 
Forest Hills Church here in Nashville, TN

Students from the Foundation of Ministry class volunteer on a regular 
basis at Safe Haven Family Shelter.  They also assisted in facilitating a 
day for a youth group (pictured here) to serve at the local shelter.  



By Brynn Foster

 When I was a junior in high school I went on 
the global summer internship with G.O.D. Int’l to 
Nashville, Mexico, Jamaica, Kenya, Uganda and 
England. I encountered Jesus and I felt like I was at home when I was in 

Africa. I was more real and alive there with the African people than I 

had ever been in my life. I learned so much about myself and my life 

throughout the summer and God worked in me as I became a part of 

the lives of the people there. God confirmed my calling to missions and 

even specifically called me to the people in East Africa. The burden 

that he’s given me for the poor and oppressed people of the world, 

especially in Africa, has been growing in me ever since. 

 I returned to Kenya and Uganda last summer. God brought me past 

the excitement of the new culture and started to connect me with the 

reality of their lives and the suffering that is a part of their everyday 

existence. I am now in my second semester at the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l, 

training and learning about God, my brothers and sisters in Africa, and 

the relationship that God and I have with them. 

 My experiences with G.O.D. Int’l are experiences that have united me 

with people—the staff of the ministry, the students at the school and the 

people of the nations. Everyone in this community believes in me and 

encourages me everyday to do what God wants me to do. The staff 

needs people like me, people that want to give their lives to serve Jesus. 

They have committed themselves to doing what God wants them to do 

and through this I have learned what God wants me to do. My teachers 

give hours and hours of their time and passion to see us learn because 

they know that we’ll teach those who are not yet educated. We will be 

able to affect the lives of others like they’ve affected ours. The learning 

that I’m receiving now isn’t for a college degree and it won’t be forgotten 

in four years. I am learning about God and it changes the way I live. I am 

being trained for the work that I will be doing for the kingdom of God 

in Africa. This is what I was made to do. I have passion and purpose and 

life. This ministry has taught me the responsibility I have because of the 

understanding I’ve been given. My life affects people around the world.

Brynn Foster,
 Institute Student

Famine ReportFamine ReportFamine Report

TestimonyTestimonyTestimony
Njiru Rukenya, 
Kenya Ministry Partner

By Njiru Rukenya
 
Thousands of  Kenyans have been facing starvation since 
last year thanks to a severe drought. Many parts of  the 
country did not receive rains for two seasons. 

The most affected people are the pastoralists who live 
in the Northern Province. This  being the drier part of  Ke-
nya, the situation has moved from bad to worse as whole 
families give in to starvation. Malnourished children cry 
in agony as pangs of  hunger pinch their small bellies. 

The long rains often in April- May just trickled while the 
short rains in November didn’t come at all. Failure of  rains 
means no pasture for animals. People in these parts of  the 
country rely on animals for meat and milk and it’s a source 
of  wealth. Animals- cows, goats and sheep have died in 
thousands leaving bones strewn everywhere. Even the 
camel is succumbing to drought. Only the dog and hyenas 
are lucky to feed on the carcasses. 

The weak, men and women, watch in agony as their 
children fall in pain of  lack. Their only form of  survival has 
been threatened and it will take years to replace if  they live 
again. President Kibaki has already declared the drought a 
national disaster and asked for help to feed the affected. 
About 11 billion Kenya shillings are required to contain the 
menace. 

Apparently other parts of  the country are not spared either. 
Although they may not be as affected as the Northern part, 
areas that often have enough food are threatened by famine 
too. Places like Chaaria in Meru have no food. Moses in Meru 

says whole families are spending nights 
without food. Hilda a teacher in Meru 
town confided in me last week that sev-
eral children in her school are not coming 
to school for lack of  food. It is ironical 
as Embu and Meru are areas with enough 
food throughout the year.

Embu and Meru lie on the slopes of  Mount 
Kenya, the second highest mountain in 
Africa. The soils are rich but lack of  enough 
rains has spelt a catastrophe. Whole maize 
farms yielded nothing. If  there is no ad-
equate food here it reflects on how bad the 
other places are. 

To worsen the picture, the meteorological 
department has warned the next rains in 
March-May will be minimal and that the coun-

try should brace itself  for harder 
times. It simply means that whole 
families will have to be fed until 
August. People can only pray that 
God will have mercy and provide 
enough rains.  

In this respect food prices have 
skyrocketed in towns, the most 
affected being Nairobi which 
relies on supplies from the 
neighboring districts. Many 
families especially in the slums 
have one meal a day. No one 
really cares about city people 
as the government and NGOs are working hard to feed people in the frontier 
districts. 

The rift valley- areas of Kitale, Kericho and Trans Nzoia have enough food and 
that’s where the government is buying food to deliver to people of North Eastern. 
 
 Also affected are the people who live in the coast Kenya. Yesterday I 
watched on the television as a family hurdled together crying for a child 
who had succumbed to hunger. The family of  mzee Mbega Makanga Sam-
buru of  the coast lost two members of  their family. It was so sad seeing 
old women who are without food. The government has concentrated more 
efforts in North Eastern province forgetting people in other areas. 

In some areas children are not going to school for lack of  food. Ethiopia 
and Somalia are equally affected. 

We pray God will hear the cry of  his people. Two weeks ago musicians 
(local) held a concert in Nairobi to help raise food for hungry people. 
People are being very helpful harnessing resources to feed the hungry.

Though drought is a natural calamity, I believe human beings can tame 
nature and alleviate if  not avoid things like famine. With proper farming 
methods and ways of  tapping water for storage when it rains, famine 
would be a thing of  the past. But African governments are under people 
who are selfish and only think of  how to enrich themselves at the 
expense of  the citizens. 

Hopefully, people will work together and pray that God will give them 
resources to have better ways of  escaping from poverty. This will 
ensure there will always be enough to feed the families. 
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By Mike Garner

Metaphors are a common literary 
device in scripture. Metaphors 
communicate for us with words and 
pictures.
When reading a passage of 
scripture that contains a metaphor 
the interpreter must discipline the 
imagination. First, all metaphors 
breakdown if they are analyzed 
beyond their literary intent. 
Secondly, metaphors must be 
revisited for the purpose of re-

establishing their metaphorical status lest they become a 
symbol and fall prey to no longer functioning. 
A metaphor that has become a symbol no longer stimulates the 
imagination, thus the author’s intent for the metaphor is lost. 

The passage in John chapter 3 serves multiple theological 
purposes. I will focus on two of the major lessons. One of 
the purposes of John is to establish the term ‘eternal life’ as 
the equivalent of ‘kingdom of God’.  The passage opens with 
Nicodemus acknowledging that the ‘presence of God’ is with 
Jesus; else he could not perform the ‘signs’.  In response to 
Nicodemus’ positive statement Jesus’ answer seems to confirm 
Nicodemus’ own state; he is close to entering the kingdom. 
Nicodemus has acknowledged that Jesus is a teacher, and that 
the presence of God is with him. 

Jesus equates the ‘presence of God’ with the ‘kingdom of God’. 
In the gospel of John the phrase Kingdom of God is found twice. 
Both instances are found in the third chapter of John during 
Jesus’ night time encounter with the Pharisee Nicodemus (my 
Kingdom in John 18:36).  The final line of the passage reads: 
that whoever believes in him may have ‘eternal life’.  Jesus’ 
first words are about the kingdom and his last are about eternal 
life. To enter the kingdom is to possess eternal life. Thus John 
transitions use of the potentially dangerous idea of ‘kingdom’ 
into the existential idea of ‘eternal life’.  Eternal life in John is 
something that is now present for all that enter the Kingdom of 
God, making the two phrases synonymous. One of the reasons 
for the change is found in Jesus’ words in John 18:36.

John 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this 
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 

Although Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world, it is present and 
can be discerned through the ‘sign’ that is Jesus.

The identification of Jesus’ origin as ‘from God’ is spoken by 
both Nicodemus and Jesus. Nicodemus lies at the threshold of 
the kingdom and of receiving eternal life; he need only believe 
in the ongoing work of Christ. The work of Christ culminates in 
his death and resurrection (verses 14 and 15).  

Jesus’ response to Nicodemus is:

John 3:3   3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”

Nicodemus’ response is the metaphor that is used by the writer 
to communicate the birth from above. Jesus does not disagree 
with Nicodemus’ question, but allows his question in all of its 
absurdity to stand as a credible response. 

John 3:4   4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?”

Nicodemus’ absurd but credible response now serves as one 
of the movements necessary for grasping Jesus’ teaching on 
‘seeing’ ‘the kingdom of God’ or on the reception of ‘eternal 
life’.  Jesus’ response in verse five has the reader ‘entering’ 
the kingdom of God rather than being able to ‘see’. Further, 
Jesus’ response is enigmatic. For how are we to understand a 
birth that is of the Spirit, a birth that is unseen like the wind yet 
powerful like the wind? It is Nicodemus’ question that places 
the metaphor of birth as a springboard for understanding. 

Jesus’ response in verse three comes from his mouth without 
any inquiry or question posed from Nicodemus.  The issue is the 
Kingdom of God; Jesus knows what Nicodemus really wants to 
talk about.  Jesus informs Nicodemus that the Kingdom is an 
unseen reality that can be seen only by persons gifted with the 
ability to see through an act of God equivalent to being born. 

Nicodemus’ questions focus on the word ‘born’.  When we are 
born life has just begun, we make our entrance as infants without 
understanding or power. As a leader and teacher, Nicodemus 
possesses both understanding and power.  Nicodemus 
seeks further explanation upon the idea of birth in relation to 
seeing the Kingdom (verses five and six form Jesus’ answer).  
Nicodemus must experience the life giving power of God in a 

Re-establishing Metaphor
A Study of John 3:1-15

Mike Garner
Dean - Institute for G.O.D. Int’l



manner that opens his eyes to see what he has never seen 
before.  Standing before Nicodemus is the King of the Kingdom, 
that is God himself.  The Kingdom has entered and continues 
to enter the present world through an unseen power that is not 
found in the world’s institutions or societies or cultures. 

Persons born of the ‘Spirit’ are empowered with a power that 
is not recognized within human constructs, yet is as natural as 
the wind itself. Persons born of the Spirit see the Kingdom and 
possess a power that cannot be domesticated or controlled.  
The Kingdom of God has entered the world and cannot be 
isolated to the nation of Israel. The Kingdom of God belongs 
to all persons that receive the gift of life found in the persons of 
Jesus the ‘son of man’ who saves the world with an act of love 
while simultaneously condemning all that do not receive the 
message of God contained within the actions of the cross. The 
present possession of eternal life is now the sign of entering the 
Kingdom of God.  Jesus is now the object of faith that opens the 
eyes and enables people to see the Kingdom of God.  Entrance 
into the Kingdom is a radical experience with God brought about 
by recognizing and receiving the ‘signs’ in the life of Jesus, which 
includes the cross. 

Birth is a traumatic event, an event that all of us have 
experienced. From the warmth of our mothers womb we 
emerge into this world. We enter this life from a place of 
resting; a liquid world where all our needs are met by the 
one that carries us. Suddenly our liquid filled chamber breaks 
and muscles contract and we find ourselves being pushed 
out a hole that seems too small for our passing. Entering this 
life we pass from comfort to discomfort and complete trauma 
becomes the order of the day. When we make our appearance 
into this life our eyes are exposed to light for the first time, our 
lungs demand that we breathe, and our food line is severed 
before we even finish crying.

The metaphor of birth is first presented by Jesus as ‘born from 
above’. Jesus himself relates the experience to the trauma of 
birth.  When we are born from above it is a traumatic experience 
because for the first time we see the world through the eyes of the 
Spirit of Christ. For the first time the vanity of the present world 
pales in contrast to the presence of God that fills our newfound 
lungs. This entrance into the kingdom of God, this reception of 
eternal life, has placed us into a new world of possibilities. For 
the first time we see, breathe, and must learn to eat, there is no 
desire to return to the womb. 
The ‘new birth’ opens my eyes to a world of injustice, of vanity, a 
world where God’s will is not done and God himself is replaced 
with idols of militarism, materialism, and moralism. The ‘new birth’ 
also opens my eyes to see the kingdom and to demonstrate the 
presence of the kingdom in the now. The ‘new birth’ places me 
in a kingdom where humanity learns to live together without war 
and without greed. As a citizen of such a kingdom I find myself 
living in a world which has lost all its appeal. 

Possessing eternal life the believer is delivered from the fear of 
death. When we enter the king’s kingdom we begin to possess 
the heart of the king because he has given us his Spirit. The 
King saw this world as a place in need of his light and life. 
The King came to set the captive free and bring good news 
to the poor. The business of appropriation and accumulation 
belongs to the world, whereas the business of the Kingdom is 
the establishment of peace, of self-sacrifice, of giving our lives 
as Jesus gave his. This ‘New Birth’ is not so we can secure our 
reserved seat in heaven, it is so that we can be children of God 
in the present, filled with his Spirit and growing in the knowledge 
of his love and grace. The power that now resides in the person 
that is ‘born from above’ is the presence of God. The person 
that is born from above is to become the ‘sign’ that God’s reign 
is present. The person born from above has a heart like the king 
and lives to die for the lost. « 
 

By Robert Muñoz

UnNamed Servant is a three piece band made up of three 
staff members of G.O.D. Int’l – Robert Munoz, Gregg 
Garner, Paul Olson, and Skylar Aaseby (sound). The band 
raises funds for the organization as well as ministering 
through concerts, leading worship, and teaching the bible. 
Here are three recent encouragements we received in 
response to the band’s ministry 

“ I just wanted to thank UnNamed Servant for your uplifting 
music - keep up the good work! ” 
- Sonja, High School Student

“ You guys [UnNamed Servant] were great with our Church 
in Gatlinburg! Thank you and hope I live that awesome 
experience again! I am praying for you!”  
- Meghan, High School Student

“ You guys are an answer to a lot of prayers.”  
- Randy, Church Leader

Testimonies

To support us with prayers 
and encouragement visit our 
contact page at 

www.GODinternational.org
 
Or, if you want to contribute 
financially please send 
checks to:

809 GarreTT Way CT.
anTiOCh, Tn 37013 

Make Checks Payable to:

G.O.D. international


