
Young people on a service week join in on our summer programs and learn 
that a combination of innovation and heart goes a long way--that they 
too can make a difference in the lives of children and elderly where they 
live. Service projects run from 9:00AM to 3:30PM, and the youth work from 
Monday through Friday. This means that over the summer SLAM will 
have given around 10,000 hours of community service. After daily 
service projects, the young people engage in worship, bible studies and 
team-building activities. 

One youth leader explains the way the week affected her team: 

“Our team LOVED serving with SLAM this summer.  They were surprised 
to have the opportunity to both serve wholeheartedly, and then also 
worship and learn from God’s Word in a much deeper way than [they had 
before]. They were also inspired to do more at home. This is a group that 
does a good amount of serving in our area, but now they want to do 
even more, which is awesome! Even better - they have a deeper desire to 
learn from God’s Word as a group instead of only individually.  I think they 
learned a lot about friendship from our week at SLAM.  Since SLAM, some 
of us have a meeting with the Director of Refugee Services in our area to 
see how we can be helpful here, and many of the girls have been meeting 
each week to study the Bible together.

The passion for knowing God more and serving others from every single 
person we met while at SLAM was amazing, and was contagious for our 
group - not only while we were there, but even now that we’re home.  We 
can’t imagine going anywhere other than SLAM.”
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This summer, 500 students from 22 churches served in Nashville 
through the Service Weeks facilitated by Students Living A MIssion (SLAM).  
These youth participants performed a variety of community service. They 
assisted in facilitating Camp Skillz and Camp Skillz: Antioch, camps that 
offer games, crafts and activities for 150 low-income youth. The student 
volunteers also worked in our community garden, helping to construct an 
innovative hen house for 200 chickens, transplanting and planting, weed-
ing garden beds, and maintaining compost piles. They also help create and 
maintain gardens for the elderly in the Hopewell neighborhood. Lawn 
maintenance and Home Clean-up for the elderly was another activity that 
SLAM participants took on. Youth cleaned the apartments of many elderly 
residents of the Trevecca Towers and did yard work for the elderly of the 
Hopewell neighborhood. All the while, they also provided company and 
a listening ear.
The aim of our service projects is to meet present needs that exist in the 
Nashville area. Simultaneously, the projects also help young people to 
exert energy on something that matters--caring for kids and the elderly. 
Youth teams often realize that very similar needs exist where they live, 
and return home motivated to serve after receiving bible teaching and an 
example of how practical such service can be. 
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On our recent trip to India, the Lord did something wonderful. 
While at times overwhelmed by the darkness of the oppression we en-
countered, He also propelled us forward in our understanding of how to 
help--particularly in the realms of solar energy, business development, 
women’s empowerment and primary education.  

Equitable labor is in short supply in India. As the country of 1.2 billion 
people climbs the ranks of ‘developing’ nations, those without an MBA 
or engineering degree struggle to meet their daily needs. While in India, 
Scott Sherrod witnessed both the abuse of the labor class and the care-
less implementation of solar programs intended to empower poor, rural 
communities.  He observed multiple villages with poorly designed solar 
systems, installed with no training provided to the community.  Reflect-
ing on the lack of concern in these projects, he insists that, “Our plans and 
the technology we employ cannot be more valuable than the people we 
serve.”  Men in India need dignifying labor that allows them to meet the 
needs of their families while improving the conditions of their communi-
ties. We are going to make sure they get that opportunity.

The plight of women in India is overwhelming. From birth to old age, women 
everywhere are devalued and disregarded, viewed as burdensome by fami-
lies and society as a whole. During the trip, Rosemary interviewed a village 
dai (midwife), female professionals, village mothers, and a group of widows 
in the holy city of Vrindavan. She reflects:

“It is a common sight on India’s crowded streets to see poor, young wom-
en doing work that is not physically suited for them. In the city and the 
rural villages, women carry piles of bricks and bundles of wood on their 
heads. Even young girls’ heads are laden with heavy buckets of water. As 
they age, many women are permanently bent over due to years of heavy 
manual work. With other issues in India, there is a variance of perspectives 
on whether or not things are really ‘that bad.’  Government schools are a 
blessing to some, and not good enough for others. People stand on oppos-
ing sides about whether a city hospital is offering quality care. But on the 
issue of treatment of women--there is no difference in perspective. To be a 
woman in India is to suffer, from birth to death.   

To do the work of Jesus is to set these women free from back-bending, 
life-taking work. As we plan to offer opportunities for education, skills 
development, and gender-appropriate work, we will help women rejoice 
and ‘stand up straight’ because they have been set free from their ailment 
(Luke 13:10-13).”

The stories we heard and the situations we encountered on this trip are a 
source of both conviction and inspiration, deepening our resolve and ener-
gizing our efforts to bring change to these systemic injustices. 

“Think about THESE things…” 

Truth. Honor. Justice. Purity. Love. Exemplary. Excellent. Praiseworthy.

“Think about THESE things…”

How do we do this practically? THESE are powerful concepts, but what do 
they mean to us on the day-to-day? The verse is telling us to THINK about 
these things, but not just as concepts. We should think about them in the 
context of the day-to-day; in the “ordinary.”  These virtues are discerned so 
we must develop the ability to identify THESE THINGS in our everyday.

Try it. Think about the life God has given you. Don’t just dwell on the cir-
cumstance, but search for the truth. Discover the honor. Seek the justice. 
Examine the purity, and explore the love. Witness the exemplary, and laud 
the excellent and praiseworthy. 

There are so many things that can preoccupy our thoughts. So much neg-
ativity in the world. So many challenges. So much pain and suffering. So 
many things that appear to go in the very direction we feel opposes our 
hopes. Seemingly unstoppable forces that prevent the good from happen-
ing. There’s just so much… but those things are not the THESE THINGS list-
ed above.

Deuteronomy 4:6 Keep them [God’s Word] and do them, for that will be 
your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when 
they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people.’

As God’s people, we’re to be a discerning group--discerning “these things” 
as listed above, and being able to identify them in our world--thinking on 
them. This word from God will result in a healthy mindset for every person 
who implements the practice. It keeps our minds from being sucked into 
the negativity of life’s circumstances, and causes us to plunge ourselves into 
contemplating an alternative perspective to the present moment, based on 
wisdom that comes from God, and not our own eyes.

In this edition of the Global Voice, we’ve highlighted the good things that 
are going on “here and there.”  Enjoy reading about not just the projects, but 
the truth, honor, justice, purity, love, example, excellence, and praisewor-
thiness of the tasks being performed by servants of God.

thoughts
By  Gregg   D.  Garner

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatev-
er is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is exemplary, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. India
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