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PLEASE PRAY for our 
UPCOMING EVENTS    Robert Munoz III   

July 4th – The ministry community will be 
planning a day of service and prayer as a sign of 
our allegiance to our Lord on this day of national 
celebration. 

July 14th - The Latin America Immersion team 
will be completing its tour of ministry. They will 
have traveled from Kansas to Guatemala and 
back in a renovated school bus. The team of 9 
will have visited many families, villages, schools, 
and facilitated medical clinics throughout 
Mexico and Guatemala. As a pioneering team 
their objective has been to scout possible areas 
and people that may be future ministry sites or 
partners.

July 18th – The summer Interns will return after 
7 weeks of dynamic ministry. 21 interns from 
around the U.S. will have traveled to Nashville, 
the mountains of Tennessee, Guatemala, the 
Philippines, and Hong Kong. Exposure to 3rd 
world environments gives interns an opportunity 
to experience the needs of the poor.  

July 19th – The Philippines Immersion team will 
be coming back to Nashville after 5 weeks of 
ministry in the Philippines. The purpose of these 
immersion teams is to “immerse” individuals into 
the foreign culture in which they are preparing to 
minister. The team of 13 includes both students 
and staff who are all pursuing full-time ministry 
in the Philippines.
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS                            Jen Gifford
Boot Camp:
• Interns, Students, and Staff gathered in the secluded mountains of TN 
for intense prayer, worship, and bible teaching in preparation for upcoming 
missions
• Over 40 hours of Bible was taught by Staff members
• 2 Interns committed themselves to joining the Institute for training for 
lifetime service in the 3rd world (2 others had already planned on coming)

NSHVLL Week
• Over 50 participants spent 4 days serving and ministering throughout 
Nashville with the elderly and mentally handicapped, Campus for Human 
Development, and local Boys & Girls club

UnNamed Servant
• Led worship for a leadership retreat in the mountains of Eva, TN
• Benefit concert and a community service project focused on reaching the 
elderly and immigrants of Nashville, TN

Derek and Celesta (and daughter 

Esther) Bargatze are currently on the 

field for 4 months of immersion that 

will conclude on August 6th. They are 

planning to move to East Africa as 

G.O.D. International’s first full-time on 

the field ministers. Derek specializes in 

agricultural and communication skills, 

while his wife Celesta is a health and 

medical specialist. Together they are a 

wonderful team. Please pray for their 

health, wisdom, and strength in their 

commitment to God and the people of 

East Africa.
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INTERNS
Dates and Numbers:
June 5th-July 19th
21 Total Summer Interns 
(17 Global, 3 Western)

Led By:
Gregg Garner, Philippines: 
Wife Tara (children Genesis 
and Justice)

Destination:
Boot Camp, Nashville, 
Guatemala, Philippines, 
Hong Kong

LATIN AMERICA
Dates and Numbers: 
June 11th-July 17th
5 students, 3 staff, 1 child

Led by: 
Mike and Amanda Davis 
(daughter Blessing), and Jason 
Roufs

Destination:
Boot Camp, Nashville, Road 
Trip through Mexico into 
Guatemala

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Dates and Numbers: 
June 19th-July 19th
9 students, 4 staff, 1 child

Led by: 
Mike and Trinidad Garner, 
Joel and Rachel Olson 
(daughter Moriah).

Destination:
Boot Camp, Nashville, 
Philippine Islands, Hong 
Kong
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UPDATE FROM THE FIELD 
Laurie Germeraad Kagay

   The Latin America Immersion team received an immersion, not only into Latin America, but also into the 
   history of Israel’s wanderings. Doubling the time they calculated to travel by bus to Guatemala, the team 
   learned that God was completely in control. The team was able to spend 4 whole days with the Arroyo family 
from Puebla, Mexico. This is the family of Marco Arroyo, a student at the Institute who hasn’t seen his family in 15 years! 
Though he couldn’t travel with the team he trusted his peers to communicate to his family what he was a part of. Marco made 
a special video for his family--his mother and sisters were overjoyed with such a gift! This stop helped the team understand 
one very important part of Latin American culture: family. 
  After arriving in Guatemala the team took several directions specific to their individual giftings. Elise Buckner was 
surprised to be able to make immediate use of her Primary Health Care class by visiting those suffering from diabetes in their 
homes. An inventory of necessary medical supplies was made and Elise Buckner helped in practical nursing care. Mike and 
Betsy Johnson visited several schools, both public and private. Of one experience in San Juan Tecuaco., Mike Davis writes, 
“The differences of opportunity afforded to those in the city are substantial and tug at the heart of our team. We need to find 
a way to help the future of the children here. Our organization has officially formed a partnership with the public school and 
we hope to help make an immediate impact by finding a way to get supplies in the school.”
  Julie and Jeremiah Watson and Mike and Amanda Davis enjoyed visiting Jeremiah’s old friends (as he lived in 
Guatemala) and getting to know the hearts of missionaries Al and Gail Anderson, their hosts. Al and Gail’s incarnational 
ministry continues to be an inspiration for many interns, students, and staff alike. 

   One of the team’s first stops was the ACBS (Asian Center for Bible Studies) where they left behind student 
   Nate Cameron to teach and converse with the faculty for close to 2 weeks. They were expecting him to  
   teach 2 bible seminars (one on Proverbs), as well as a computer class.
  Veterans to the Philippines, Mike and Trinidad Garner made the Southeast Asia Immersion an extremely memorable 
experience. Mike led a personal and historical tour through Olongopo City where the U.S. military base previously had a 
large role in the development of the ongoing sex slave industry. Mike told stories of how 4 out of the 5 stores used to be bars 
or massage parlors, and the streets were filled with women trying to make their money to pay off ‘debts.’ The team needs 
to be educated on the reality of this so that they are fully equipped to minister to the women and children affected. While in 
Olongopo, the team was also able to minister to prisoners through song as well as sharing a short message with them.
  The team then visited a mountain region where they met the Aete people. Some of the poorest peoples in the 
Philippines, called Negritos, are known for their darker skin and thicker, curly hair. They are known as the “original people” 
of Southeast Asia. This trip was likewise difficult as the team dealt with overwhelming amounts of malnutrition and poverty. 
Jaimee Novak and her assistant medical crew were able to help the Aete people with minor cuts, infections, and education 
of prevention.
  The Summer Interns have recently joined the Southeast Asia Immersion team for the remaining duration of their stay. 
The teams have been ministering together in the dumpsite nearby Lapu Lapu City. Similar to Al and Gail Anderson’s example 
in Guatemala, former (and future) missionaries Mike and Trinidad Garner offer a realistic perspective of what it means to 
serve God in these countries. 


