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On February 25th our ministry partnered with 
Belle Meade United Methodist Church to 
serve safe haven Family shelter. safe haven 
provides a place for homeless families to live 
during their transitional stages. Families are 
required to be employed and are taught how 
to function well in society, order a banking 
account, and how to uphold a healthy family 
environment. Our ministry was able to serve 
them by organizing the many donations they 
receive, cleaning their kitchens, rooms, and 
children’s toys. 

On March 11th institute Community service 
Plunge participants served the Boys and Girls 
club of Nashville. Their mission is, “to inspire 
and enable all young people, especially those 
from disadvantaged circumstances, to realize 
their full potential as productive, responsible 
and caring citizens.” We were glad to help 
them by re-painting doors, rooms, and a 
shower facility, organizing the children’s 
library, washing the floors, and cleaning the 
exterior premises. 

Beginning on March 24th, G.O.D. international 
will begin a new partnership with the CWA 
Cayce Learning Center in an after school 
program for refugee children in the Nashville 
area. We have done smaller projects with this 
group before but are now glad to commit to 
weekly service. institute students will have 
the opportunity to teach children from the 
very nations they are preparing to minister to 
(primarily somali and sudanese). 

On March 17th, Gregg and Tara Garner, along 
with their daughter, Genesis Garner (3), and 
the whole G.O.D. int’l community welcomed 
their first son, Justice Tsedeq, weighing 8 
pounds, 5 ounces. 

On March 21-24th, a new team of 17 fifth and 
sixth graders and their 7 leaders from New 
hope Baptist Church ventured into a week 
of service in Morristown, Tennessee, led by 
staff members Joel Olson and Michael Davis. 
Besides daily worship and Bible studies 

(focused around being a soldier of Jesus 
Christ), the team was able to assemble over 
500 easter baskets to distribute to children in 
the area. 75 gift baskets were also organized 
for local volunteers, in addition to sorting, 
counting, and organizing all of the donations. 
The team then spent time assisting habitat for 
humanity with landscaping projects for three 
different homes. it was a great experience for 
all, and our staff truly enjoyed the experience 
with the youngest team yet!

G.O.D. INTERNATIONAL
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summer Planning… Much is being done 
to prepare for our summer trips around the 
world. This summer we have several different 
trips planned including some to places we 
have never ministered before (Guatemala, 
hong Kong, and new territory in east Africa). 
Please keep us in your prayers in our cross-
cultural communication with the people of all 
the nations to whom we will be ministering. 
This is an intense time of prayer and decision-
making and we ask that you partner with us 
in the process.

There are emerging contacts with an AiDs 
hospice in Montego Bay, Jamaica. Two years 
ago we were able to help for one day, but 
this summer we are planning to spend an 
entire week serving, caring, and relationship 
building with these beautiful people! Pray for 
continued favor. 

On February 17th there was a monstrous 
mudslide in the Philippines. According to BBC 
News, 83 Filipinos were rescued, but many 
more were trapped and buried, including 
a school of 250 students. Please join us in 
prayer for our brothers and sisters that were 
affected. G.O.D. int’l is in preparation to 
minister in Leyte this summer. Please pray for 
our opportunity to respond to the tremendous 
needs of those who have suffered loss of 
family and their homes. 

The drought and food crisis continues in most 
of east Africa. We rejoice at the news of our 
ministry partner, erastus Kanjogo, who let us 
know that it had been raining in their location 
in Kenya for three days! however, we know 
that many are still suffering, and even dying.  
Please pray with us. (see the inside for more 
information about the drought) 

UnNAMED SERVANT
The April California tour has been confirmed 
for Foothill Christian school. 

INSTITUTE
March 10th-12th marked our very first 
student visitors Weekend. This three-
day event was filled with a day’s worth of 
classes, progressive dinners in student 
housing, a Nashville Community service 
Plunge, and a Bible study. Five students 
participated in all of the weekend’s events 
and some of them made commitments to 
study here after high school. « 

Accomplishments
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It was at this AIDS Hospice in Montego Bay, Jamaica 
where the lives of some of our staff members were 
changed forever as they fed, shaved, and cleaned the 
wounds of those dying from this horrible disease.  

A group of 24 students and leaders worked  hard 
landscaping 3 homes which will be made available for  
low income families.  

Belle Meade students and leaders work hard sorting 
through piles and piles of donations at Safe Haven 
Family Shelter (Nashville, TN)  

UnNamed servant will lead worship for the 6th annual hope to Carry On youth 
conference in Knoxville, TN.  Us has been connected to this conference from its 
conception and plans on rockin’ the house yet again.  Gregg along with two institute 
students will be the speakers during the three day event which strives to connect the 
youth of Knoxville to God in greater devotion.  

Gregg and Mike Garner will be teaching a Bible conference at 
Brickey elementary school in Powell, TN.  high school aged 
students, college students and adults are all encouraged to come 
as the Bible will be taught in much depth.  

students from the institute for G.O.D. int’l will participate in a local community service 

project.  The project will be held at Campus for human Development (ChD) where 

many of the students have ministered before.  They will be reconnecting relationships 

recently formed and also connecting with new people.  ChD works in conjunction with 

the homeless and substance dependant of Nashville in an effort to give them aid.  

This will be the last day of the spring 2006 semester at the institute 
for G.O.D. int’l.  This will mark the close of the second full year of 
offering Bible classes as well as practical missionary training classes.  
With this in mind, please pray for all the students as this week will be 
a struggle as they finish papers and study for finals.

Us will revisit the West Coast for a one day event at Foothills Christian Center 
for an evening concert.  While in California, the band will encourage the youth to 
follow Christ through music as well as visit with dearly missed family and friends.
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Gregg Garner will be traveling to Guatemala City, Guatemala as well as impoverished 
cities in inland Jamaica.  While in these areas, Gregg will be meeting with indigenous 
people discussing ministry opportunities for future endeavors.  Please join us in prayer 
for God’s direction in this much needed trip.  A
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young Boy from the Shrid Valley, India
Photograph by Paul Olson



By Mike Garner

it is always my personal desire that the classroom 
experience be a spiritual one.  As a teacher of 
those God has called into missionary service i am 
constantly aware of the need for the teaching of 
the word to be a corporate experience where each 
person is drawn into the text through classroom 
interaction.  each student is unique and has his / 
her own contribution to bring into the discussions.  
Although our students come to us needing to 
learn the science and art of biblical interpretation 
we endeavor to teach them to think critically, yet 
constructively with faith.  As students make their 
way through the school’s degree programs they 
grow in their skills to interpret and do theology. 
They also mature in their presentation of their 
thoughts and learn to present them in both a 
collegiate and Christ-like manner. 

Our first year students are still hesitant to speak 
a great deal in the classroom. Our second 
year students are opening up and sharing their 
thoughts. however, in our classes we experience 
the reality of the truth that we pursue. That reality 
is the spirit of Christ who meets us in our efforts 
to know our God. 

For most of Christian history men have been the 
biblical interpreters and theologians.  however, 
we have learned that women bring a feminine 
view to the interpretation of scripture that often 
is superior to accepted views. A feminine view 
on certain passages of scripture often opens up 
texts that otherwise remain difficult and obscure. 
The beauty of this knowledge is that men can also 
become sensitive to the power of the feminine 
view and so benefit in their study of scripture. 
After all, the word of God is not for men only, but 
for humanity which has been made both male and 
female.  We celebrate all our students at G.O.D. 
international, both male and female.  «    

By Njiru rukenya

Fatma and Abdi in Godi village of North 
eastern Province (NeP) are too young 
to appreciate forces surrounding their 
regular lack of food. it’s now more than 
two years since it rained. Of more than 
100 goats they once owned only two 
remain. They have no food and have to 
wait for rations which hardly come.  

At Elwak, five year old Faisal cries 
from the edges of a huge tin-cup as he 
laps the remains porridge that satisfied 
him not. Nimo Noor 2, grasping his 
emaciated mother as his malnourished 
sister Timiro, 5 squats nearby- all 
cries. 

Welcome to NeP where in the 21st 
century the world watches without an 
answer as children give in to ravages 
of famine. it’s ironic that colossal 
sums of money pour into the continent 
yet people continue to die of hunger. 
Where are our priorities?  

Long-term solutions to food stability 
must be found for the horn of Africa 
supporting a population of 70 million. 
Over 11 million people need immediate 
supplies of food. NeP is a bird’s-eye-
view of what is happening in the horn 
region. 

Pray for God’s intervention in this area. 
Food instability is not just a result of 
drought but attributable to civil strife, 
bad governance, over-tilled land, 
population growth and bad farming 
methods too. Of the 27 countries in 
the sub-saharan Africa only 12 would 
attribute hunger to drought. 

And even then, with proper planning 
and goodwill, this need not affect our 
people. Children are more vulnerable 
in situations like this. 

The stench of carcasses permeates 
the air; black spots where carcasses 
are burnt dot the area. i watched the 
family of hussein Noor wake their 
only remaining cow before it yielded 
to death. Farmers watch in pain as 
livestock, their only livelihood, die. 

One forlorn man and wife only brought 
back a donkey after his 500 animals 
died on the way to ethiopia where he 
went to search for pasture! 

NeP is an arid and semi arid area. 
Neglected since the colonial days, 
pastoralists here live like strangers 
in their own country! Getting rations 
to them, 1000 kilometers away from 
Nairobi, is nightmarish owing to 
bad infrastructure and government 
bureaucracy. Dozens of lives had been 
lost before the media highlighted the 
situation last December. 

Nairobi and its environs received some 
rain yet according to weather experts 
the long rains will be below normal in 
most areas. This paints a grim picture 
for agriculture the mainstay of our 
communities. implore God with us to 
send enough rains for food to germinate 
and grow. 

As i listened to sweet voices of children 
in Takaba Primary school i could not 
help but pray to God for lasting answers 
to the perennial problem of famine. «

in response to the devastating drought in east Africa, G.O.D. int’l has sent 
funds to bring relief to our brothers and sisters who are in desperate need 
of food and other basic necessities. Below are their replies to the support 
we sent. Thanks for all you have given to make this support possible to 
those who are truly in need! 

“ We are grateful for your support during these tough times in Kenya. We had no 
food in the house and your support was a miracle. We are also going to build our 
house, for now you have been used of GOD to support our project. We love you 
so much in the Lord. your teachings always linger in our minds and wE ARE LONGING FOR TIMES ONCE AGAIN TOGETHER.”
reuben and wife Ann.

TESTIMONIES

“ you have sent us relief funds at times when things have been very bad. We had 
just cooked the last tin of maize not knowing what would happen the next day, but 
God is great. We have been seriously affected by the drought but thanks be to God yOU HAVE BECOME OUR BLESSING. We are missing your teachings.  ”
simon and wife.

“ We can’t express what is in our hearts in writing, for it is much. yOU HAVE 
BEEN TRUE BROTHERS who live to your teachings. Thank God he has 

heard our cry. you will always remain in our prayers. May the Lord reward your 

generosity. We love all of you.  ”
Kanjogo, Prudence and wife Wanja.

“ wE ARE VERy GRATEFUL for the continued support for our family. We also miss your teachings, for they are wonderful. ”
Gatanga and wife Poline.
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As we continue to support our East African family in need 
we would like to humbly invite you to join us in taking action 
to care for them. 

1 John 3:18   18 Dear children, let us stop just saying 
we love each other; let us really show it by our 

actions. 

The effects of this catastrophic drought will have devastating 
consequences as time passes and we feel a deep conviction to 
show our love through giving. Please join us in helping our 
neighbors in East Africa…

TEACHING wITH
GOD IN THE 
CLASSROOM

DROUGHT IN EAST AFRICA
A FAMINE UPDATE
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To support us with prayers and encouragement 
visit our contact page at 

www.GODinternational.org
 

Or, if you want to contribute financially 
please send checks to:

809 GArreTT WAy CT.
ANTiOCh, TN 37013 

Make Checks Payable to:  G.O.D. international


