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We believe that everyone should have the opportunity to be creative, as 
well as to enjoy the creative capabilities of others, due to the fact that we 
have been created in the image of the Creator. The presence of the arts is 
always a sign of a thriving community, and we want it to be a part of ours. 
We are renovating our existing multipurpose room to seat 120 audience 
members. This will be the only venue in the area that can comfortably ac-
commodate more than 50 people to enjoy productions with state of the 
art staging, lighting and sound. Our most recent production, the original 
ALIEN: The Musical (2014-2015), written and directed by Gregg Gar-
ner, received rave reviews both in Nashville and Ohio, and is gearing up 
for a third round of shows at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center in late 
July (www.alien-themusical.com). We want to continue to offer qual-
ity community theater productions, poetry, film, music and dance with 
life-giving, thought-provoking messages to the city of Nashville and espe-
cially for the people of our neighborhood and surrounding area, who other-
wise would never have access to such art.
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amphitheater

The amphitheater is integral to our youth programming for Camp Skillz and 
SLAM. A roofed and expanded stage combined with shaded seating will al-
low for outdoor plays, dramas, concerts, poetry and movie nights, even in 
summer heat and rain. In addition, our pavilion needs a finished floor and 
more seating for more efficient use as a place for camp and school lunches, 
neighborhood picnics, children’s storytimes, kids’ carnivals and more. Ex-
panding these venues enables us to offer more events and services to the 
public for more months of the year.

Matthew and Ninfa Parker, Michael Johnson, Jeremiah Watson, 
Michael Davis and Britt Edwards will facilitate service opportunities 
for over 50 youth and college students in El Salvador. The group will do 
various projects including  constructing smokeless stoves. They will also 
facilitate music camps and a summer camp for the children of the area. 
Jaimee Arroyo, Family Nurse Practitioner, will conduct health assess-
ments and seminars in our program area.

Chris Cameron, Candace Galford and Brett Madron, Director of 
our South East Asia region, along with Clark and Rina Miller, our full-
time development workers in the Philippines, will lead summer interns 
in service to schools, prisons, clinics and indigenous communities in 
June-July. They will be helping individuals still recovering from Typhoon 
Haiyan, and in particular, impoverished youth who are without formal 
education. 

Rosemary Sherrod will begin phase one of an ethnography project 
that explores the psychology of women in India. She will investigate the 
perspective of women in a culture that permits things like gender-selec-
tive abortions, child brides, spousal abuse, and the shunning of widows. 
Her findings will culminate in a book that will give cultural insight to 
maternal health workers, primary and secondary teachers, and social 
workers of the region. She will be assisted by Rachel Nowlin. Scott 
Sherrod is also going to further the team’s work regarding the imple-
mentation of alternative energy, sustainable building techniques, and 
entrepreneurial endeavors amongst impoverished communities. Grant 
Dailey will be assisting him in this effort. 
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community    center
We do a lot of youth programming without a dedicated indoor space: we 
put on a summer camp for over 150 neighborhood children, facilitate an 
after-school program, and host nearly 1,500 teenagers who come to learn 
the bible and implement it through service projects in Nashville. We have 
been able to creatively manage these programs, but we believe it’s time to 
make a space for these programs that the youth deserve. 
Since 2008, we’ve renovated our outdoor spaces for public use;  the basket-
ball courts, athletic fields, and recently the skate park. But now, we want to 
convert our existing 2,100-square-foot workshop into a community center. 
We will also relocate the workshop to another built space on the campus.  
In order to make the workshop a community center, it needs new floors, 
drywall, a drop ceiling, lights, central air and heat. In addition, we’d like to 
install a climbing wall, dance floor, and classrooms for tutoring and work-
shops. 
The community center will benefit the entire neighborhood! Moms can 
come together for evening Zumba classes.  Hispanic neighbors can attend 
classes for English as a Second Language. Young adults will be taught how 
to fill out FAFSA forms, apply for college, and write resumés. Kids can com-
pete in ping-pong tournaments, play foosball, bowl Wii style, come togeth-
er for story time, learn skills to benefit the world around them, all under the 
adult supervision they sometimes cannot have due to their parents’ work 
schedules.
Not all neighborhoods need a community center, but this one does.  
Hopewell is not your average subdivision with a community swimming 
pool or playground.  In fact, it has been neglected for over 50 years. 
Just a few years back we were told by many to reconsider moving into 
the neighborhood because of the crime rates, dilapidated homes, and 
closed-off neighbors. A recent report by Metro Nashville shows that since 
we moved in, the crime rates have dropped drastically, to almost nothing! 
Kids fill the street playing, and they are often roaming around our property 
looking for something to do. The time has come for a community center in 
Hopewell.  We’re believing God will provide the funding, and we’ll do our 
best to use our human resources and creativity to use whatever we get to 
create this needed environment. 
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academy   for     G.O.D.

The Academy for G.O.D. is one of the country’s premier, para-
digm-shifting K-12 schools. The student body grew by 50% its first se-
mester, and 100% in its second, with more students joining in the fall. To 
accommodate the growing student body, we are adding a 6,000-square-
foot building to our campus to replace our current 2,000-square-foot 
building. The new building will have space for 10 classrooms and room 
for 200 students. The building will have several classrooms specifically 
outfitted for our S.T.E.M. courses  (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math), Creative Arts courses, and Language Arts courses. 

In May, a three-man team traveled to our hub in Uganda and performed  
workshops, seminars and evaluations. They monitored our projects and 
programs in sustainable agriculture, building, primary education and 
post-secondary biblical education to ensure their effectiveness and offer 
accountability. A team of interns from our headquarters will offer teach-
er support and extra-curricular activities at St. John’s Primary, as well as 
assisting in planting gardens, building eco-stoves, and conducting pre-
ventative health seminars in June-July. Internship facilitators Stefanie 
Price and Brandon Galford have also prepared projects in literacy and 
biblical education. Reuben Ndwiga, of Kenya, (manager of agricul-
ture) will transition to Uganda, and will oversee the expansion of our 
garden operation by 100%, so as to increase their capacity to provide for 
themselves and be self-reliant. In the fall, the student body will expand 
to 16 students at our Institute for G.O.D. East Africa. 
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Matthew 13:58 And he did not do many mighty works 
there, because of their unbelief.

It’s a short verse that says a lot. 
Does unbelief prevent God from doing mighty works in our communi-
ties? What could be done in our communities if we believed? How do 
we show we believe so that God would do a mighty work?
When I started doing development work, I noticed a repetitive phrase 
among organizational planners. Anytime a major need arose that 
required a “mighty work,” the conversation would be resolved by the 
phrase, “If we could only get the money, then we would…” 
The phrase made me wonder if God only gives the “go-ahead” based 
on whether or not funds are in the account. I know it seems to be com-
mon sense that “in this world you can’t do anything without having the 
money to do it,” but we’re not supposed to be common. God’s people 
are supposed to be holy - uncommon.
“And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.” 
Not because of their lack of funding.
What’s my point? 

I decided I would never let a lack of funding stop me from believing. 
Money is not the voice that prompts our activity, it’s the Lord who has 
that position in our lives. 
All of the projects in this letter aren’t going to happen because the 
money is in the account. In fact, in this moment, it’s not. However, we 
see the needs for the community we live in, and we believe. We believe 
God can supply the funds to meet these needs. We even know that he 
can do so through some of you reading this newsletter, but we would 
recognize that He is the source, and He is the one at the helm of the 
mighty work. 
So, for you “practical” people out there, we’re going to go as far as we 
can with all of these projects. We’ll be innovative, resourceful and use 
our skills to do as much as possible, with whatever limited funds we 
have, but--we will believe that God will help us to finish. Not having 
the money isn’t stopping us from doing it. 
If you think this is idealism speaking, then you should come visit our 
campus, or any of our locations around the world, because any mighty 
work we’ve ever done, has been done in the same way - by faith.

By  Gregg   D.  Garner
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