
Staff and students at the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l are responding to the plight of the Aete people by 
learning both the Bible and practical skills relevant to the holistic development of this people group.  
Periodic immersion experiences among the Aete people and a variety of other settings in the Philippines 
continue to offer students more clear direction concerning our own need to be equipped to do this very 
tangible work of ministry.  We refuse to allow the Aete and others around the world who lack education, 
food, clothing, shelter, healthcare, and proper sanitation to go unnoticed and without a voice.  
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Our Time with the Aete
By Brett Madron and Alison Loope

This past summer 
the South East  Asia 

Immersion  team  
had the unique opp-

ortunity of spending 
time with an indigenous 
tribal community in the 

New Cabalan Mountains 
on the island Luzon in the 
Philippines. Led by G.O.D.  

Int’l staff Mike Garner and 
Joel Olson, the team became 

acquainted with the traditional 
life of the Aete people and 

facilitate exhortations from the 
Bible, children’s activities, health 
care treatments and intentional 

fellowship.

The beauty and ideal picture of a simple life tucked away in the lush green mountains with the support 
of community must be countered by the more harsh realities that the Aete people face on a daily 
basis.  Their children are malnourished due to the community’s lack of education in more sustainable 
agricultural practices.  Their homes are unsanitary because they are unaware that this unclean 
environment has debilitating effects on their families.  People suffer easily remedied sicknesses because 
they lack the education in health care treatment and prevention.  Beyond these most immediate 
concerns, indigenous tribal groups are often subject to oppressive governmental forces who seize 
land for commercial development, a pattern that often disrupts any kind of extensive community 
development.  Fundamentally, most of the Aete people lack the understanding of a God who loves 
them and is deeply concerned with transforming their wilderness into a garden.  

. 

The Aete people, largely isolated 
from the constructs of modern 
Filipino society not only by location 
but by way of life, understand 
well the need for community 
cooperation.  Each family is very 
much dependent on one another 
to contribute to the well-being 
of the community in the way of 
raising crops, educating children 
and  building sustainable housing. 
They join together for meals, for 
laughter, times of rejoicing and 
times of mourning. Families live 
in simple, one-room bamboo huts 
(nipa huts) clustered on the side of 
the mountains.  The men primarily 
work as farmers, the women are 
largely  responsible for domestic 
concerns, and children entertain 
themselves with the best resources 
they can find.
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Joel, Paul and Skylar (our multimedia dept.) also do freelance photography and offer services for web design.  This is in addition to their 
job responsibilities as the Multimedia Department for G.O.D Int’l.  In photography, they are well trained in Photoshop, capturing weddings, 
sporting events, family portraits and are very versatile.  They have 7 years of experience taking professional pictures internationally in 5 
different countries.  In web design, they design websites for companies, entrepreneurs, non-profit organizations and even families.  Their 
purpose is to use their God-given talents to help support G.O.D. Int’l and serve those who have photography and web design needs.

DiD YOU KNOW?

November 10th – SLAM will facilitate a service plunge with Whispering Hills Nazarene 
Church at various Salvation Army locations throughout Nashville.  Students will serve 
by painting and landscaping to maintain the facility’s healthy environment for those 
whom the Salvation Army serves.   

November 10th-12th - Ministry band UnNamed Servant heads to Iowa to play and 
minister at The River’s Edge Church in the morning and Perseverance in the evening, 
a quarterly event where 250 youth of 6 churches in the Iowa Falls region gather for a 
time of spiritual renewal.  This will be the band’s 3rd consecutive year leading worship 
for this event.      

November 17th – SLAM will facilitate a service plunge for the youth of West End United 
Methodist Church.  This plunge will be in partnership with St. Luke’s Community House.  
St. Luke’s is an organization equipped to help low income working families, seniors, 
and individuals in West Nashville achieve their potential and prevent problems that 
threaten the stability of families and community.

November 19th-23rd – While students at the Institute for G.O.D. Int’l take a break to 
spend time with family and reflect on this semester’s learning, there will be outreach 
opportunities to serve those in need in Nashville by way of a clothing drive and serving 
meals to those without.

UpcOmiNg EvENTs  Brett Madron

please pray...
As of October 18th hundreds of thousands of people have 

suffered the effects of floods all over Africa. Eastern and 

Northern Uganda were some of the most severely affected 

locations.  Nearly 150,000 people have yet to receive food 

or medical assistance in these areas alone.  Our ministry 

partners have thankfully avoided the flood’s disastrous 

effects.  We ask that you  join us in praying for those who 

have suffered great loss.
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Accomplishments
By Laurie Germeraad Kagay

Several families 
in the Philippines 
received pigs for 
the Livelihood
 Project that was 
recently started.

Food and funding were delivered to 

several ministry contacts in  need 

throughout rural Kenya. 

    Supplies for basic necessities 

were sent to the Meru and 

Embu districts. One specific man 

named Joshua cares for his own 

family as well as several orphans 

from his Sunday school class. We 

were able to provide $200, as his 

family was facing dire need when 

Erastus  Kanjogo and Rueben 

Ndwiga (here pictured), ministry 

cooperatives, arrived. 

UnNamed Servant played a concert for Blakemore United Methodist Church, 
West Nashville UMC, and Belle Meade UMC on October 21st. 

The Institute is officially half way through its fall semester and students have 
already pre-registered for the spring! This spring offers still more new classes such 
as Judges, Conceptualizing the Great Commission, Johannine Literature, Phonetics 
and Phonology, Swahili III, Tagalog III, and Hindi II. 

International ministry contacts in India will begin their classes (English and 
Tailoring) at the end  of this month. 
Continued monthly support was sent to Kenya, Uganda, India, and the Philippines 
for October.
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