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Being a Youth Christian in 
the Philippines
By Rina Escousura

Rina is a good friend of the ministry and 
travels with the Philippines Immersion team 
in the summers. She helps by translating 
and ministering in her own country. We are 
continually praying for a way for Rina to 
come and be a part of the Institute in the U.S. 
Meanwhile, this is what she has to say about 
being a Christian youth in the Phillipines.

The Pearl of the Orient, the Philippines, has 
been known as the only Christian country in 
Asia.  They say 90% of the Filipinos believe 
and identify themselves as a Christian.  But, 
are they referring to true Christianity?  If 
you’ll ask a group of Filipino youth, if they 
know Jesus, they’ll say “YES!” It seems that 
everyone knows the name, but only the 
name.  I also did. I knew the name, I’d heard 
of Him, but I didn’t know who He really 
was. I grew up in a religious family, but my 
parents never told me about Him. 

It was during my high school days when 
I started seeking for the truth. I joined 
religious and traditional activities in our 
community, to satisfy myself and the 
emptiness inside of me.  Until one day, a 
relative came to our house and offered 
a bible study in our home. At first, I didn’t 
like it. I would even hide in a little room in 
our house, just to avoid it.  I thought I knew 
already what satisfies me and I thought I’m 
right in what I do.  But God made a way for 
me to be saved and to come to know him 
deeper.  My uncle gave us a Bible.  I tried to 
read it but never understood it.  However, a 
hunger for understanding and for His words 
grew in my heart. 

Finally, I joined the bible study one day and 
there I received Jesus in my heart as my 
Savior and Lord. I was baptized in water and 
was introduced to a church called Tacloban 
Full Gospel Assembly (Assemblies of God) 
where I came to know the  one true living 

God.  

“God really blessed my life despite of many 
persecutions, trials, challenges, and storms 
in life that I have encountered. My God is 

very faithful and He’s my Comforter in every 
storm in life. I even went to school by faith! 
Since my family cannot afford to send me 

to college. But God provided for me.”

I became active in the church. I enjoyed 
learning and set a time for God. It’s a great 
thing that we accomplish something for 
God’s Kingdom. 

One of my big inspirations in the ministry 
is our Pastor, Rev. Vaden Matiga. I enjoyed 
missions and outreaches because of the 
heart of him. He has a very big heart for the 
lost, that’s why I really thank God for his life, 
and that I encountered a man of God that 
is very much willing to go to missions for 
God’s sake. He encourages young people to 
be more active, more in love with the Lord, 
and be more responsible in the ministry. 

In Tacloban Full Gospel Assembly, I learned 
how to teach and be more useful in the 
children ministry, youth cell-groups and 
fellowship, house to house bible studies 
and outreaches. 

“To God be the glory! He continues using 
young people here in the Philippines 

for His Kingdom.  I thank God for every 
opportunity and for the freedom that He
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I praise God that now, I can observe that 
the young people in our church are doing 
their very best to be involved in the ministry 
and be part of the changes of this world. 
Same thing with the other youth from 
different churches here in the Philippines.  
We have youth cell groups, fellowships, 
youth overnight prayer meetings, crusades, 
youth sport fest and other exclusive youth 
activities. It is a weekly and monthly doing 
of the youth here. And I love it! Because it 
is the time when we can establish strong 
relationship with other Christians. Every 
weekend, the young people have already 
a target place where they can have house-
to-house bible studies. Others are involved 
in Campus Ministries, Jail Ministries, and 
Hospital Ministries.

“Hawak-kamay Tacloban 2007” in Tacloban 
Astrodome, really gave a big impact in the 
hearts of the young people here in our city. 
It is a call to pray for the city, region, and 
nation. For forty (40) days, churches, mission 
agencies, and campus ministries pray for the 
city, region and nation. 

Each organization was assigned to a 
certain government agency to pray for. 
And to God be the glory! The astrodome 
was filled with people, most of them were 
young people.

Every summer, there is also one big 
event that always happens. It’s the SOS 
month. Students, young professionals, 
young or young at heart set their time to 
attend and join this “Summer of Service”. 
Almost all attendants are youth Christians 
nationwide.  They spend one month of 
going to other town sharing the gospel 
and establish new core groups or churches 
so that the Gospel will be preached to 
all parts of the Philippines. This is a very 
exciting event every summer time, to 
move and obey God’s call for us to be part 
of the mission and be a changer of this 
world.

As a youth Christian I am privileged to be 
in a country where I am free to express my 
beliefs and share it with my fellow young 
people.

“This is a challenge for us young believers 
here in the Philippines: to give our 

best for God and maximize the time and 
the freedom we have by putting to our 

hearts and minds that our fellow 
believers in other countries are really 

fighting hard  for their faith even if their 
lives are at risk....”

 is giving to us, opportunity to share the 
gospel to the other people 

who don’t know Him yet.  I thank God for 
every opportunity and for the freedom that 
He is giving to us, opportunity to share the 
gospel to the other people who don’t know 

Him yet. God is calling young people 
in the Philippines, and I know it is not only 

here but all youth in this world who are 
willing to get involved in missions.”

Here Rina 
sits with her 
friends from the 
Institute, Julie 
Cox and Sarah 
Mascaro as 
they enjoy rice 
served on 
banana leaves 
given to them 
by the Aete 
people. 


