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Seth Davis, G.O.D. Director of Agriculture, educates Ugandan farmers on seed propagation, 
teaching them to create their own potting mix out of local materials. The partnership between 
farmers in the US and East Africa is a preview of the development we long to see in every region 
where we work. Through education, we’re empowering individuals with the tools they need to 
sustain their families from one of God’s greatest gifts, the ground itself.

20
15



THOUGHTS
Genesis 2:5 When no bush of the field was 
yet in the land and no small plant of the field 
had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not 
caused it to rain on the land, and there was 
no man to work the ground,… 8 And the Lord 
God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and 
there he put the man whom he had formed.
The first man, Adam (whose name means ‘humanity’) 
was placed in God’s garden to maintain its order and 
produce a sustainable environment. According to 

this text, God would cause it to rain, and the man 
would work the ground. God and man, working in 
tandem, would see the benefit of food production 
and sustainable health. 

Food production is hard work. Anyone who has 
planted a garden knows that it’s one thing to produce 

a few supplemental goods, but it’s a whole other 
thing to produce enough to not only feed your family, 
but do it in such a way that there is no anxiety during 
cold or dry seasons. 

Adam’s eldest son was also a farmer. Cain offered 
his firstfruits to God, likely in a desire for God to do 
more to increase his harvest and, in turn, make his 
workload easier. However, it seems that because “God 
had no regard for his offering,” this would not be the 
case. This made Cain upset. He goes on to kill his little 
brother and waters a field with Abel’s innocent blood 
(4:11-12). As a result, God tells Cain that he will never 
again be able to produce from the ground, and that he 
should wander (4:12). In an act of rebellion, Cain goes 
on to settle and build the first city—the first group 
of people who don’t grow their own food, but instead 
rely on others to do so. Cain and his descendants learn 
how to navigate life independent of the ground; they 
develop meat production, the entertainment industry, 
and weapons and technology manufacturing. 

Jeremiah 4:3 For thus says the Lord to the 
men of Judah and Jerusalem: “Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.”
The city, Cain’s alternative to the garden, promised 
people ideas of security, affluence and comfort. 
However, the Bible continues to call God’s people to 
reconnect with the ground, a call back to the garden. 
The prophet Jeremiah told the people of the city of 
Jerusalem to go back to their ancestral lands, break 
up the ground, and cultivate it so as to not sow 
among thorns. In God’s name he offered the people 
an alternative to their inevitably failing economy of 

the city - he wanted them to grow food with God. 

Matthew 13:8 Other seeds fell on good soil 
and produced grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, 
let him hear.
When Jesus says, “He who has ears, let him hear,” 
he obviously wasn’t just referencing humanity in 
general, who all have ears, but he was referencing 
that group of people in the land who understood 
his metaphor—farmers—those who had ears to 
hear his communication. City people didn’t have life 
science classes. The realities of food production were 
absent from their considerations.

The condition of our economy is no longer reliant on 
the production of food. The economies of our cities 
are man-made structures that rise and fall with the 
trends of power, most often and unfortunately related 
to violence and the sacrifice of our innocent brother 
over to our desire to produce. 

In contrast, to teach people how to engage the ground 
in an effort to produce food is to engage the economy 
of God. In this economy, the trends of the city and the 
fluctuation of the market would never leave anyone 
hungry. 

In this edition of the Global Voice, you’ll see how 
we’re producing food in our communities here and 
abroad, and teaching others how to do the same, 
disconnecting them from the economy of man, and 
reconnecting them to economy of God—where 
everyone has a chance to eat. 

    TO TEACH PEOPLE  
HOW TO ENGAGE 
THE GROUND IN AN 
EFFORT TO PRODUCE 
FOOD IS TO ENGAGE 
THE ECONOMY OF 
GOD.

“
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By: Gregg Garner

GROWING MORE THAN FOOD



THOUGHTS
Our

Above: The agriculture team at G.O.D. International continues to grow. These 
five men all play a consistent and active role in our community garden.

Below: During his last trip to Uganda, Seth Davis helped East African farmers 
build a water tank for their drip irrigation system. Because East Africa has only 
two seasons, wet and dry, the careful use and storage of water is necessary for 
any successful garden effort.

              at G.O.D. Int’l, we get very excited when we harvest a 
bounty of healthy, organic produce, and even more excited when 
we get to share it with our friends. However, this is not our end 
goal or our highest priority. Our Agriculture mission statement 
indicates such. “We produce competent farmers to further our 
development efforts.” For us, even more important than growing 
food is developing people into farmers.   
Farming is no easy task, especially because we approach it with a 
limited reliance on technology or large machinery. Starting work 
before dawn six days a week, maintaining a constant awareness of 
the shifting weather, and keeping a daily schedule of planting and 
harvesting are only a few of the aspects that dominate a farmer’s 
daily consciousness. However, our farmers have learned God’s Word 
and have a genuine desire to serve those in need. Because they 
have this motivation, the hard work and discipline becomes a joy. 

In 2009, Cameron Kagay and Jason Carpenter spearheaded the first 
phase of our community garden--four 100 square foot garden beds. 
They were not trained farmers, and they didn’t have experience in 
small-scale organic food production, but they knew their brothers 
in the third world whose futures depended on their ability to 
master this skill. 

In 2012, I became our first full-time farmer, and developed the 
agriculture program, which gives students at the Institute for G.O.D. 
International weekly experience in the garden, with the opportunity 
for more intensive study. My first year, the garden produced 1800 
pounds of food. In 2013, it grew to 5,500 pounds and in 2014 over 
7,500. This year we will produce over 10,000 pounds by the year’s 
end, all on less than half an acre of cultivated space!  
We’ve offered the classes “Soil and Water” and “Bio-intensive 
Agriculture” in order to train even more students in this God-given 
occupation, connecting students to our global vision for teaching 
our brothers in the third world how to implement the techniques 
we’ve learned and mastered. 

After multiple years of faithful volunteer service, Geoff Hartnell 
was recently hired to assist in agriculture production and to expand 
to livestock management (specifically chickens and sheep). Many 
other men are choosing not just to see gardening as a volunteer 
activity, but as a worthy lifetime occupation. Our organization 
understands the value of food production and has created flexible 
scheduling to allow more and more people to be involved in the 
necessary task of making sure everyone has food. 

Here, we can always go to the grocery store. For my brothers in 
East Africa, that’s not the case. The ability to grow food ensures 
their families always have enough. The ability to grow food ensures 
a sustainable income in the midst of one of the world’s worst 
economies. The ability to grow food makes sure their kids can learn 
well at school, because they are well nourished. I’ve chosen to 
devote my life to make sure my brothers and their families in East 
Africa are not just fed, but well-fed. I’m happy to have a team with 
me, motivated to do the same. 

GROWING MORE THAN FOOD
By: Seth Davis Here



                    to G.O.D. Int’l, a lot of the skills that I have received are related to 
farming. I was always a farmer, and my brothers, and my father. But before, 
I was working the soil without skills. 

Today, I even have those who consult me on growing different types of crops. 
I have to teach them. I have the opportunity to teach them! I am so glad. My 
neighbors tell me that my ideas are great, they like them so much, and they 
too are using these new methods. 

God has given me authority in food production because I am an example. I 
am growing things so well, which makes the work of explaining it to oth-
ers easy [because I can just show them my example]. I grow everything. All 

kinds of vegetables, pumpkins, spinach, bananas, sweet potatoes, various kinds of fruits--even those that are not com-
mon to my area, like butternut squash. 

My wife and I only have to get a few things from 
the market--things like flour or oil. Most of what we 
eat comes from our own ground. In regards to our 
household costs, I have reduced all of our costs by 
30 percent through these improved food production 
efforts. I hope in the next year to reduce my costs 
by 70 percent. 

I have conviction. It comes from God. Working the 
land is great because I know that God has made 
man to do this. I am connected to the soil. It is hard 
work. But it gives me life. Not only do I get food 
from it, but I find life in growing food and helping 
others to have enough to eat. It is a wonderful gift. 

401 Center Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138

www.godinternational.org
facebook.com/godinternational

(615-832-2470)
info@godinternational.org

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

On our land plot in Uganda, we have devoted 
four acres completely to food production. God 
has blessed us with a wonderfully fertile land, 
which we believe is one of our greatest gifts.

With the land, our goal is to provide food for 
our cooperative families and Institute stu-
dents and also generate an income for them. 
To achieve this goal, we need to turn the land 
into a fully operational farm. In order to do 
this, two full-time laborers are necessary to 
expand the agricultural production to its full 
capacity. Please help us support the farmers to 
do this work full-time. 

$15  - 1 Pair of Rubber Work Boots
$50  - 1 Double Dug Garden Bed
$55 - 1 Farmer’s Tool Set
$100 - 1 Month Salary for Full Time Worker
$250 - 1 Scythe

To donate, please make checks out 
to G.O.D. Int’l, or visit our website: 
www.godinternational.org

Contact   Us:

Thanks

(L-R) Simon Njeru and Reuben Ndwiga (broth-
ers from Kenya) teach Elijah and Simon Peter 
(students at the Institute for G.O.D. East Africa in 
Uganda) how to move and replant banana trees. 
Reuben has taught over 200 Kenyan families how 
to maximize their food production efforts and he 
also leads in the development of our garden in 
Uganda.TEACHING BY EXAMPLE

BY: REUBEN NDWIGA

I FIND LIFE IN GROWING FOOD AND HELPING OTHERS TO HAVE ENOUGH TO EAT.
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