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Upcoming EvEnts
By Brett Madron

• Please pray as the ministry is seeking 
direction in the process of acquiring 
land in the Luwero (Bombo Town) and 
Nakasongola Districts of Uganda.

• The ministry is planning a December 
trip to Gautemala to deliver educational 
supplies to a local high school in San 
Juan, Tecuaco that is otherwise unable to 
offer any provision for their students.  Pray 
for the provision of supplies as well as the 
involvement of students and volunteers.  

• Pray for our Filipino ministry partners 
Ray and Rose Nemenzo as they build 
an educational program for the people 
outside  of the Lapu Lapu City dumpsite.  
Pray for necessary provisions that will aid 
in a healthy learning environment.

• September 9th – UnNamed Servant 
continues to partner with Belle Meade 
United Methodist Church as they lead 
worship at their Sunday morning service.  

•  September 29th – SLAM will facilitate a 
day of service projects in Nashville.  

• September 30th – UnNamed Servant 
will cap off Forest Grove Free Will Baptist 
Church’s Youth Survivor Weekend with 
a church-wide time of worship and 
celebration.

institUtE UpDAtE 
By Mike Garner
Dean and Director, Institute for Global 
Outreach Developments Int’l

 
 This past year has kept me busy 
teaching many classes. Namely, Biblical 
Interpretation, Literary Analysis, Reading the 
Gospels, I and II Samuel, The Philosophy of 
Qohelet, Genesis, Wisdom Literature, Exodus 
and Deuteronomy, Tagolog I, Hebrew I, Hebrew 
II, Hebrew Readings and a writing class on 
Dialectical Christian Writers. Our school’s 
curriculum continues to grow and improve. This 
year we added two degrees to our program. I 
am particularly pleased that we are now able to 
offer a M.T.S. (Master of Theological Studies) 
Degree. 
 My wife and I made a great trip to the 
Philippines. This summer we traveled with an 
immersion team from the school and ministered 
in Cebu City, Olongapo, Majayjay, and Leyte. 
We also sent immersion teams throughout the 
nations of Kenya, Uganda, India, Mexico and 
Guatemala. 
 Each year the level of commitment 
in our ministry increases. As we begin the fall 
semester of 2007 I feel compelled to draw upon 
the divine pathos more than ever before. I pray 
that God will help us to live out our callings and 
that he will confirm callings to those who are 
young and uncertain. We are so safe and warm 
in our nation, but in most of the world violence, 
suffering, and hopelessness are a constant. 

Student Jeremiah Watson and Staff member 
Derek Bargatze worship together during a weekly 
Institute chapel time. 

“ I am certain that the church must leave 
the bourgeois mentality that has captured 
the present state of popular teaching. The 
church must remember that Christianity 
is not a progressive movement that finds 
its arrival by securing a safe world where 
comfort and luxury become spiritual goals. 
The church must return to caring for the 
poor and oppressed and to speaking openly 
about justice for all human beings. How 
can any of us value driving a luxury car 
while another human being suffers living 
without basic human rights?”  
               Dean Mike Garner
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UGANDA GRANT UPDATE
By Laurie Germeraad Kagay   

 21 Americans, 2 Kenyans and 2 
Ugandans gathered in the board room of 
a cheap Nairobi hotel. All those gathered  
were finally discussing what only years 
of investment in East Africa could allow--
future plans. Throughout the summer, the 
team searched for the location of the new 
G.O.D. East  Africa epicenter. (The 1st 
G.O.D. Int’l training center, still in existence 
in Embu, Kenya has been given to Elias 
Rukenya and Trust in God Fellowship). 
The team unanimously decided upon 
Nakasongola, Uganda as the location of 
the epicenter. Soon after, they decided 
that the first step would be to construct 
a multipurpose center in Bombo Town, 
Uganda--a larger town about 100km south 
of the Nakasongola region. 

 

The board room where this dreaming took 
place was full of creativity, innovation, and 
excitement. The Lord was with the team as 
they felt confidence in the future work he is 
leading them into. Yet one issue remained: 
the constant, recurring, unnerving issue 
of money. Gregg Garner made the team 
aware of the funds necessary to fulfill such 
an undertaking. This led several students  
to return to the states in search of grants 
to make possible our future work in East 
Africa. 
 A grant is a block of funding 
reserved by the government and/or 
private foundations for specific purposes. 
Grantseekers, then, search for grantmakers 
who have the funds and desire to make 
happen what the seekers long to do. 
 For an organization like ours 
to last over 10 years without any grant 
support is unheard of among Christian 
charities and non-governmental organiza-
tions. Nonetheless, G.O.D. Int’l has  done 
the impossible once again and survived 10 
years without grant support.
 However, this is a new year, a new 
season, and new things are happening all 
around the ministry. One exciting thing--we  
received our first grant! And it was easier 
to find than we ever imagined. 
 A 32-member church in the small 
town of Sterling, Illinois contacted us 

about our work in East Africa. Faith Family 
Fellowship is the church where parents 
and grandparents of Institute students 
Laurie and Cameron Kagay attend. The 
church had recently received a portion 
of a will from deceased church member, 
Florence Bailey. The deceased widow left 
a sizable amount of money for the church 
to decide what to do with. When the Social 
Concerns Committee met about the will, 
their awareness of G.O.D. Int’l was made 
known through the Kagays. 
 The Social Concerns Committee 
requested that the ministry write a grant 
proposal complete with information on the 
ministry history in East Africa. G.O.D. Int’l 
replied with a 9-page proposal. Below is 
an abbreviated portion of the information 
about the multipurpose center: 

 
 Faith Family Fellowship promptly 
provided $5,000 towards the total $20,000 
proposed project cost for the multipurpose 
center. This amount will go immediately 
towards securing the plot of land we have 
been paying off monthly. The remainder of 
the money will go towards building projects 
that we hope to commence in the summer 
of 2008. Glory to God!
 If you, your church or organization 
is interested in giving towards this or other 
projects, please contact Derek Bargatze 
at the G.O.D. Int’l office: 615-832-2470 or 
by e-mail at dbargatze@godinternational.
org.  

The multipurpose center will be located  
in the center of Bombo Town, in place of 
the ever-deteriorating Bombo Redeemed 
Word of God Church. This multipurpose 
center will give a location for the annual 
Bible conferences G.O.D. Int’l hosts for 
indigenous pastors. It will also be used 
as a year round learning facility for 
students gathered to learn the Word. As 
G.O.D. Int’l development workers are first 
sent into East Africa, they will be able 
to live in bungalows located behind the 
multipurpose center. G.O.D. East Africa 
offices will occupy a few small rooms in 
the center, as will sleeping quarters for 
visiting teams. The church body will also 
be able to meet in the newly constructed 
building. 

This is the current church building of Word of God Redeemed 
Church of Bombo in Bombo Town, Uganda. 

Combined staff time 
overseas this summer was 

24 months!
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AUGUsT AccomPlishmENTs
By Laurie Germeraad Kagay

G.o.D. iNT’l sTAFF: 
Shut Down Week: 
July 28th-August 5th: A few years ago the staff of 
G.O.D. Int’l decided to institute an annual “Shut 
Down Week.” This is their only week off during 
the entire calendar year. During this time interns 
take care of the office and daily maintenance 
tasks so that the staff can truly rest. This allows 
them time to visit families, reflect, and allow the 
Lord to rejuvenate them for the upcoming year. 

Derek and Celesta Bargatze Return: 
August 7th: Derek, Celesta, and Esther Bargatze 
returned home from a four-month stint in East 
Africa. Derek and Celesta have been training for 
5 years now--this trip being the first leg of their 
journey to becoming full-time workers on the 
field. 

A Gala to Remember:
August 15th: Students and interns planned “A 
Gala to Remember,” to honor the G.O.D. Int’l 
staff’s hard work and constant servitude. This 
night of appreciation included video highlights 
from ministry past, an elaborate dinner cooked 
by the students, humorous skits, and plenty of 
appreciation gifts. Students volunteered for valet 
parking, ushering, a photo shoot, and serving 
and cooking dinner, all of which was held at the 
ministry’s Nyumba Cafe. 

Staff Meetings:
G.O.D. Int’l Staff met daily for two weeks to 
prepare the ministry for the 07-08 year. 

UnNAmED sERVANT:
The band is currently recording their third studio 
album. 

iNsTiTUTE:
The Institute is proud to announce 4 new teachers 
for the fall semester: Brit Edwards (Music Theory), 
Shaun Galford (History of Christianity I), Jen 
Gifford (Literary Analysis), and  Jeffrey Sherrod 
(Introduction to Linguistics, Greek I, and Reading 
the Gospels).

The Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
has approved two new programs to be offered 
at the Institute: A Linguistics Emphasis of the 
Bachelor’s of Missiology Degree and a Master’s  
Degree in Theological Studies. 

August 20th-26th: New and returning Institute 
students participated in Move-In Day, Registration, 
Student Orientation, and the annual Kick-Off 
celebration. This year the Institute has 9 new 
students from the states of Illinois, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, Washington, and Georgia! 

August 27th: First day of fall semester 2007 at 
the Institute for Global Outreach Developments 
International! Please pray for all students, staff, 
and faculty in this exciting new year! 


