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THOUGHTS 
BY GREGG GARNER

“ARNOLD’S FRAIL STATURE 
SPOKE OF THE FAILURE 
OF OUR WORLD TO 
CARE FOR THE WEAK. 
HIS EYES CHALLENGED 
YOUR SENSE OF WHAT’S 
RIGHT IN THE WORLD.” 
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in his community, a productive member of society, and all because I said “yes” 
to God.

When I think about all the people the Lord has sent to be laborers in His har-
vest, and all of those who have responded to His call and said “yes,” my soul 
leaps with joy because I know so many more Gatangas and Arnolds have a 
chance--there is hope! 

I can’t tell you what it’s like to tell a young, newlywed couple, who could barely 
afford to marry, and who were ready to live in a cramped, dark, back room of 
their parents’ home, who wanted more than anything to do something good 
for God, but were bound by the anxieties of survival in a hostile world:  “An-
tonio and Lorena, join us in ministry. Live in a furnished house we’ve built for 
you. Do the work of ministry; and bring the life-giving hope of Jesus to the 
community you grew up in. We will educate you and train you to do the job. 
You won’t be alone in your desire to see the youth in your community receive 
direction and alternatives to the hopelessness they’re bombarded with--we’re 
with you, we’re a team.”

As they sat there, under the night sky in El Salvador, with a small lamp lighting 
their faces, I saw freedom in the tears flowing from their tired eyes, and wor-
ship of God coming from their dry, sun-cracked lips. The power of that moment 
is beyond my ability to communicate.

I want to testify to you that our God is good and he has done great things! 
I want to declare his faithfulness and ensure you know that HE who began 
a good work in us, is faithful to complete it. So, thank you for continuing to 
support our ministry; in prayer, through your giving, through your counsel, it is 
changing lives in a lasting way!

As you read this edition of the Global Voice, remember, it’s just a glimpse. May-
be one day you could join us on a trip and see for yourself the wonderful things 
HE has done. I love you and God bless you! 

Philippians 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in 
every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.

- Gregg D. Garner
President of G.O.D. Int’l

Recently, I was privileged to travel to three of the four regions mentioned 
in this edition of the Global Voice - Kenya (Nov 29 - Dec 2), Uganda (Dec 2 - 
Dec 9), El Salvador (Dec 10 - 21) and India (Dec 29 - Jan 9). 

These days, I don’t typically travel with our teams, and I often have a different 
agenda due to practical reasons. But the vocational mission we share, based 
on our calling, gives us a unified presence that’s hard to explain, but easy to 
sense. This newsletter will be unable to adequately portray all that the Lord is 
using people in this organization to do, and to tell the stories of so many who 
without their help, would suffer.

I wish we could communicate what it is that we all experience, but there real-
ly isn’t a picture, a video, or even a story told that would be effective enough 
to translate over to you the greatness of what God is doing abroad. 

How do I help someone understand the profundity of meeting a malnour-
ished and illiterate Kenyan teenager named Arnold, who attended our Youth 
Summit in Nairobi this December, whose frail stature spoke of the failures of 
our world to care for the weak, and whose eyes would challenge your sense 
of what’s right in the world? 

Even more, how do I help someone understand the great hope they could 
have for Arnold, because I met Arnold 18 years earlier in another teenage 
Kenyan named Gatanga? Gatanga now stands behind Arnold with a smile on 
his face and hand on his shoulder, literate, fed, a husband, a father, a leader 

thoughts
By  Gregg   D.  Garner

o

I MET ARNOLD 18 YEARS EARLIER IN 
ANOTHER TEENAGE KENYAN NAMED 
GATANGA. GATANGA NOW STANDS 
BEHIND ARNOLD WITH A SMILE ON HIS FACE, 
HAND ON HIS SHOULDER, LITERATE, FED, A 
HUSBAND, A FATHER, A LEADER IN HIS 
COMMUNITY, A PRODUCTIVE MEMBER OF 
SOCIETY, AND ALL BECAUSE 
I SAID “YES” TO GOD.JOHN GATANGA, KENYA



This past December four members of our South East Asia team traveled to Tacloban City, our hub, 
to further our organizational efforts. While there, we prepared and opened Tahanan Community 
Center.  (Tahanan means “home” in Tagalog, the national language of the Philippines.) This space 
allows us to host an after-school tutoring program, bible classes, worship services and fellowship 
opportunities to the surrounding community. In keeping with the name Tahanan, we expect the 
center to be a refuge for people, both young and old, who are seeking to learn God’s Word.  

At the opening of the center, we hosted a bible conference for 35 youth. The conference emphasized 
taking on the mind of Christ in one’s daily life.  During the conference, the participants facilitated 
a children’s program for a nearby settlement consisting of over 500 people who are still living in 
temporary shelters built by relief organizations after the Typhoon (2013). In addition to providing a 
meal for all of the children, the participants performed educational activities, bible teachings and 
live drama. This conference was a glimpse into the work ahead in helping restore individuals who 
have lived through unimaginable catastrophe. We are praying for help, specifically from Filipinos 
themselves who are motivated to make a difference among their own people. This conference gave 
young Filipinos the opportunity to explore such an option--many of them for the first time.

Through the opening of Tahanan, we also hired Jovic Roldan to work full-time with G.O.D. Int’l to 
assist Clark and Rina Miller in every day operations. We’ve known Jovic since 2007 and have seen 
him overcome his own share of obstacles. He possesses both the skills and the character needed to 
pour himself into those in need. In addition to his day-to-day responsibilities at the center, Jovic 
will also be taking two bible classes from our Institute. 

Beyond their work at the center, Clark Miller continues to work with incarcerated youth and Rina 
with impoverished mothers and particularly, pregnant women. In addition, we have recently 
launched an after school program benefitting the local school which is home to 800 students and 
only 20 teachers. Please pray with us for the continued work ahead. There is so much need, but we 
are thankful God is helping us to make a difference.

OFFERING REFUGE TO THE DISPLACED 
THROUGH A NEW COMMUNITY CENTER

By Brett Madron   

Left: Over 300 children live in 
an internally displaced peoples’ 
housing settlement less than a 
mile away from our Community 
Center. At our Tacloban Youth Bible 
Conference, participants helped 
serve this group through food and 
clothing distributions, educational 
seminars, dramas, dancing, and 
bible lessons. 

Top Right: Participants at our 
December Bible Conference were 
among the first guests at our 
newly opened Tahanan Commu-
nity Center in Tacloban.  We look 
forward to many more moments 
like this one!
 
Bottom Right: Rina Miller facili-
tates a literacy exercise for a few of 
the lowest-performing students at 
the local primary school during our 
new after school program. 

“THIS CONFERENCE HELPED 
ME BE COMPASSIONATE TO 
THOSE AROUND ME. IT WAS 
THE BEST WEEKEND, AND I 
WANT TO KEEP DOING THIS 
KIND OF WORK, ALL THE 
TIME.”

KRISSABEL
BIBLE CONFERENCE ATTENDEE 

THE PHILIPPINES

SOUTH EAST ASIA



“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field.” Matthew 13:44

Jesus’ words are not real estate advice concerning the way in which to pur-
chase a field, or where to look for a buried treasure. They are about the 
hidden treasure we can find when God helps us to see what everyone else 
overlooks.  Several years ago our regional team met a group of young peo-
ple who daily work in the fields of El Salvador. They wanted to know God, 
but weren’t given the opportunity.  They are the treasure that we joyfully 
give our lives to serve. 

Last year, around this time, we offered a youth bible conference for 40 
youth that ended with them begging us to “please come back and do this 

again.” This winter we offered another bible conference, and more--a music sem-
inar and a month-long drama program.  

The start of this year’s conference revealed the illiteracy  of the group, which was 
far beyond what we have encountered in any of our regions.  However, by the end 
of the week the youth were working hard to stay attentive, focus their minds, and 
trying hard to learn the Bible as it was taught to them. They overcame insecurities, 
raised their hands to ask questions, and testified they knew the Word of God was 
truly the only thing that could bring change to their desperate situation. Studying 
the Bible became a worthy effort, even though it was harder than they imagined.  

The music seminar and drama workshop challenged the youth to learn new ways 
to creatively express themselves. Participants in the music seminar recorded orig-
inal worship songs, and the drama program culminated in two performances of 
an original one-act play, ‘El Bus.’ The play helped the youth engage in live drama, 
showcasing a story about relevant issues in El Salvador: lack of respect for elders, 
teen pregnancy, gang violence, and immigration to the U.S. We were happy to 
play a part in new conversations between students and their families about the 
issues that are all too common, yet remain unexamined. 

Our month concluded with the addition of two new ministry cooperatives, Anto-
nio and Lorena Mejia.  Antonio was a farmer and Lorena a minister in her commu-
nity. Now, they will use both of their gifts in cooperation with our efforts in rural 
El Salvador.  When asked if they were ready to commit their lives to serving God 
and learning his Word, Antonio said, “I am ready to start tonight, or we can wake 
up before the sun tomorrow morning. This is the opportunity I have been praying 
for.”  In tears Lorena shared that she had been praying for God to send someone to 
teach her the Bible. When her requests for biblical education from other churches 
were ignored, she testified that God used our ministry to answer her prayer--add-
ing that she was fully ready to pick up her cross and follow Jesus, being so thankful 
for the invitation.  

We are so thankful to the Lord for the addition of these laborers to our efforts in El 
Salvador. Together, we believe we can make a difference for the youth who were 
previously buried in a field, without life, without hope. God saw them, and has 
been faithful to incorporate them in some wonderful opportunities for a new and 
thriving life. 

THE TREASURE HIDDEN IN 
THE FIELD OF EL SALVADOR

ANNOUNCING LORENA 
AND ANTONIO MEJIA 
G.O.D. INT’L COOPERATIVES 
IN EL SALVADOR

By Matthew Parker, Regional Director of G.O.D. Latin America 

Lorena and Antonio will be living on our property in El Salvador where they will 
carry out day-to-day ministry responsibilities. While they will occupy one of the 
homes on our land, they will also help us renovate another home into a Youth 
Outreach Center.  This center will include a library, music recording room and 
counseling area where youth can receive advice and commune for Bible studies 
and classes. When we shared our plans with the leadership in the area, they were 
overjoyed by the consideration made for young people--something many of them 
had wished for when they were young. Please pray for our efforts in El Salvador, 
and specifically for Antonio and Lorena who will now be joining our efforts full-
time. 



ORIGINAL PLAY WRITTEN 
FOR COMMUNITY 
IN EL SALVADOR
Coming from multiple rural communities in El Salvador, the 25 youth 
who participated in our Drama Conference were widespread in age 
and experience, from 11-36 years old. They loved the play that was 
written for them, acknowledging early on that it inspired them. They 
rose to the challenge--working hard to effectively portray the roles 
they were given so that their family, friends and community could be 
provoked to think about the injustices dealt them, and what options 
they have to respond with virtue in the midst of it. 

Gregg Garner wrote the production, entirely in Spanish, and helped 
facilitate auditions, casting, and initial rehearsals. I directed the play 
and worked with the youth to hone their skills, instilling in them the 
confidence that God had given them everything they needed, not only 
to perform a play, but to be used by him for something very special.

The shows were a hit! Not a line was forgotten or an entrance missed. 
The improvement of the students’ acting abilities, from start to finish, 
was marked. Their families beamed with pride as their sons, daugh-
ters, brothers and sisters took the stage. This program offered them a 
chance to learn to communicate meaningful truths in a memorable 
way, the effects of which we hope will reverberate in their community 
for the months and years to come. 

--Sara Davis, Director of El Bus

“PERSONALLY, I FEEL 
MOTIVATED TO KEEP 
STUDYING THE WORD 
OF GOD AND TO BE A 
DOER OF THE WORD 
OF GOD SO I CAN BE 
TRANSFORMED.  I AM 
GOING HOME WITH A 
CHALLENGE TO STUDY 
THE WORD OF GOD 
DAILY.” 

VICTOR
BIBLE CONFERENCE ATTENDEE

EL SALVADOR

LATIN AMERICA



“WE CLOSED THE 
CAMP’S SESSION BY 
ASKING THE CHILDREN 
WHAT THEIR FAVORITE 
PART OF THE DAY WAS.  
MORE THAN HALF OF 
THEM REPLIED: 
‘EATING FOOD.’ ”

ASHLEY MOORE 
TRIP FACILITATOR

We are so grateful for all we’ve been able to accomplish this winter in East Africa. The season started 
with our first ever East Africa Summit--an opportunity for participants from Uganda, Kenya and the 
U.S. to spend time in God’s Word and fellowship in an effort to ensure that all parties understood the 
vision fueling our operations in East Africa. We encouraged and inspired our students and leaders by 
reflecting on the good things God has done, and looking ahead to make plans for the years ahead.  It 
was a wonderful time to have all of our personnel and friends in East Africa united during one great 
weekend. New relationships were formed, and we announced that we will offer two scholarships 
for Kenyan students to attend our Institute in Uganda in the fall. 

Another highlight for us was facilitating Camp Skillz: Uganda, a program that emphasizes character 
development and healthy social outlets while kids are out of school. We adapted the program from 
the prototype developed in Nashville, and were beyond pleased with the results. We served 300 
children through engaging educational activities, biblical value lessons, drama seminars, health 
care classes, sports and dance. Alongside the great joy of offering this program, however, there 
were also a number of sobering realities. The most pointed was when we asked the children what 
their favorite part of the day was, and the majority of them replied, “Eating food.” Many of the chil-
dren in the rural area where we work struggle to eat two meals a day, and lunch is not provided at 
school due to a lack of funding and staffing. It was a great privilege to give them a well-balanced, 
nutritious and colorful meal each day, and seconds when they asked for it. But we aren’t stopping 
there.  We continued to work with the headmaster to organize growing food at the school for the 
purpose of providing lunches and teaching children improved methods in food production. A school 
garden will provide the immediate need of feeding children and the long-term need of agricultur-
ists trained with sustainable food growing capacity. 

The need for food in Africa continues to motivate us. We helped our team of agriculturists attend a 
week-long seminar on making organic pesticides, a much-needed skill for growing food organically 
in our region. Through Bible teachings, we stressed the need for every family to sustain themselves. 
As a result, we made plans to triple the size of our Ugandan garden operation in 2016. With that 
goal in place, we cleaned up existing garden beds, cleared land, and prepared our farming friends 
to make the most of the rich resource God has given them in the land. During quite a few late night 
meetings we mapped out garden beds and seasonal crop rotations.  When we arrived they had 42 
beds, in mid-January they had created 110, 160 in February, and now in March, they have reached 
their goal: 192 double-dug garden beds! Praise God! 

TRANSFORMING MINDS, 
SOIL AND THE LOCAL ECONOMY
By Cameron Kagay, Regional Director of G.O.D. East Africa  



EAST AFRICA

In addition to growing food, we are now operating a small shop that will 
offer food and regularly used supplies to families in the area. This shop will 
operate on a trade-credit system, allowing locals to bring in produce and 
livestock as forms of payment for other needed goods. Our shop will attri-
bute particular credit to each item, allowing shoppers to use those credits 
towards other supplies, from nails to lanterns to school uniforms. Our hope 
is that this trade-credit option will encourage villagers to return to the land, 
recognizing it as the most valuable commodity God has given them.

Finally, and most importantly, we worked with educators at the Institute for 
G.O.D East Africa to prepare for the upcoming school semester.  This semes-
ter they are teaching Biblical Interpretation and Third World Development to 
our students, who now number 14. Alongside their biblical education, our 
students are gaining skills as primary school teachers, builders and farmers. 
The holistic development they’re acquiring meets two needs that youth in 
their society desperately need: practical skills and biblical literacy. We look 
forward to their continued transformation as God continues to do a good 
work in them. We are so grateful for his work, and privileged to play a part! 

LEFT PAGE:   Top Left: Forty students and leaders from Kenya and Uganda attended our 
East Africa Youth Summit in Nairobi where we discussed the distinctives of our organiza-
tion’s work, all rooted in the Word of God.  Middle Left: In the last few years, we’ve been 
able to bring quality made tools to farmers who would otherwise be using makeshift 
models that are unsafe and routinely fall apart. Bottom Left: Though many shops line the 
street in rural Uganda, they often sell the same items for similar prices. Our shop is clean 
and organized, and most importantly, introduces a way for shoppers to get what they need 
through the means available to them. Those who work the ground will now be able to turn 
their produce into credit. Bottom: During Camp Skillz, several campers stopped our team, 
grabbed our arms, saying, “Thank you for feeding me.” To meet so many children who were 
hungry was a humbling and heartbreaking experience we will never forget.

RIGHT PAGE:  Top Left: Planning often goes late into the night as team members 
come to a consensus about how to use the land wisely. Here, they are strategizing crop 
rotation. Top Right: Uganda’s economy is one of the worst in the world, with many 
people growing food, but still unable to afford the price of other items needed for survival. 
Bottom Left: Peter sits in his first class in Biblical Interpretation at the Institute for G.O.D. 
EA, which empowers students with the tools they need to study the Bible for themselves. 
Bottom Right:  During a meeting with G.O.D. personnel, St. John’s Headmaster and G.O.D. 
cooperative Lawrence Ssemakula discuss plans to enhance the learning curriculum and 
environment for the school. 

KENYA AND UGANDA



This winter served as a pivotal time for our work in India.  We acquired a 
property that we can operate out of, localizing our organizational presence 
for ministry in the NCR (National Capital Region). This property can house 
our development workers as well as provide a hospitable venue for people 
in the surrounding area to gather. We have hopes of offering educational and 
arts-based opportunities for young people, a pointed need in a region with so 
many people, yet so few healthy relationships. 

In addition to the ongoing work required to prepare and outfit a multipurpose 
venue, our team is still engaged in long-range projects regarding the care 
for women in a country where the abuse against women lasts from infancy 
to widowhood. Rosemary Sherrod has made this issue her primary concern, 
spending multiple trips to India this year researching and gathering inter-
views with women that will inform her ethnography on the psychology of 
women, which puts specific emphasis on child marriage, spousal abuse, in-
fanticide, and the shunning of widows. 

During her most recent trip, Rosemary conducted interviews with young 
mothers facing childbirth for the first time, as well as grandmothers who now 
look with regret at what they didn’t know during their childbearing years. For 
instance, after being exposed to education concerning prenatal and postnatal 
care, the older women acknowledged they wouldn’t have chosen to have so 
many children (some had 10 living children), if they had understood that it 
was possible for babies to survive. 

Every woman or young girl she interviewed shared the common desire to be 
educated, though sadly very few receive the possibility. One elderly woman 
asked Rosemary, “Can you educate us?” after Rosemary inquired about how 
old she was when she married, and she shyly admitted, “I can’t count.”  These 
moments do more than just give cultural insight for an ethnographic proj-
ect, they fuel our entire team’s efforts to consider what more we can do to 
help girls in India have access to quality maternal health care and education, 
something we believe every girl deserves. 

This winter, Rosemary was accompanied by Kelly Jobe and Laura Voight, who 
now remain in India for a 6-month study abroad experience. While they are 
helping us prepare our multi-purpose facility for optimal use in the months 
and years to come, they are also engaging in internship opportunities. Kelly 
is working as a photojournalist for a local media source that pays particular 
attention to social equity and justice issues. She is also teaching young girls 
the art of photography and journalism through a supplemental educational 
program. Laura is working as an administrative assistant for a researcher, eth-
nographer, and birth anthropologist who has been working in India for the 
last 35 years. She will be helping her compile over 20 years of research for the 
purpose of a book on female health in India. 

Please pray for our ongoing work in India, for the girls and women who need 
our help, and the families and communities we are trying our best to serve. 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND A
LASTING CONCERN FOR WOMEN 
By Andrew Bartlett, Regional Director of G.O.D. India 

“CAN YOU EDUCATE 
US?” ASKED AN 
ELDERLY WOMAN 
WHO DIDN’T KNOW 
HOW OLD SHE WAS 
WHEN SHE GOT 
MARRIED BECAUSE, 
SHE SHYLY 
ADMITTED,
“I CAN’T COUNT.” 

Top: This mother contrasted the dominant ‘son preference’ culture of India, telling us, “I am happy 
to have a daughter...her name is Khushi” (Hindi for “happy”).” Middle: In India, women endure the 
hardest lives, which can even be seen by what they carry on the street.  Bottom: Rosemary Sher-
rod (far left), Laura Voight (second to right) and Kelly Jobe (far right) encouraged and supported 
village health care workers. 
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