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Let the children come.



I was standing in the pavilion, above the 
G.O.D. athletic field, registering my son for 
Camp Skillz last summer.

Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay hands 
on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” And he laid his hands on 
them and went on his way.
        Matthew 19:13-15

While we waited, I noticed a mother and son I knew. He had 
been a student at the Academy with my son, but now attended 
a different school. He looked nervous to be at summer camp, 
maybe even unsure if he wanted to be there at all. But then I 
watched the anxiety melt away as his teachers - who were now 
his camp counselors - spotted him in line and surrounded him 
with high fives and hugs. A smile broke out on his face. He was 
accepted, and loved.

A woman next to me also noticed the scene. She asked me, 
“How can so many people be so good with kids?” I responded, 
“Well, because Jesus tells us that they’re the ones the kingdom 
belongs to.” Then tears came down both of our cheeks, because 
we were both in genuine awe. My friends and coworkers are 
really good with kids, and I know that it’s because they really 
love Jesus. 

I live across the street from Betsy Johnson, principal at the 
Academy. Since I have known her, she’s been a natural with 
children. She has a way with children that draws them to her. 
Whether it be water balloon fights or sidewalk chalk compe-
titions or helping kids do simple jobs like picking up sticks for 
her elderly neighbor, Betsy was a phenomenon. Over the years, 
she  was faithful in the little moments of entertaining a block 
full of kids. 

Before long, she was facilitating a summer lunch program for 
children who didn’t have food when school was out. Now she’s 

been given the responsibility of overseeing the education of 
over 100 students every day. As principal, she’s the same as she 
always has been - patient, attentive, and ready to do whatever 
it takes to serve the children. 

When people tried to bring kids to Jesus, his disciples sternly 
answered no.  Jesus  then sternly told his disciples the same 
thing - no! These kids are the very ones he is concerned with. 
These kids are welcome. The kingdom of heaven belongs 
to them. There’s more work required for adults to enter the 
kingdom. But the kids are all welcome, and we “grown ups” 
shouldn’t interfere with that.

What if Jesus’ laying hands on the kids wasn’t a super-spiritual 
act? What if it was just a hug, out of genuine love and con-
cern, coupled with faith-filled words of hope for good things 
to happen in their lives? That is something every single one of 
us are capable of giving. Isn’t that what we would have wanted 
as kids? 

This Global Voice includes select stories of people doing just 
that, every day--choosing to love kids, welcoming them to 
their classrooms, and orienting them in a world that is carefully 
ordered by a good God, for their benefit. 

Our lead teachers at the Academy are not just good teachers, 
they love Jesus. Because of that, they love kids. Hopefully, their 
stories do for you what they’ve done for me: produce even 
more patience, even more kindness, even more love for the 
ones to whom the kingdom of heaven belongs. We hope you 
enjoy these “helpful tips” in fulfilling Jesus’ command to let the 
children come, for the kingdom is theirs.

Do 
Not 
Stop 
Them 
 By Laurie Germeraad Kagay

Top: Students should like school. When you see hands in the 
air and smiles on faces in response to a classroom lesson, you 
know you’re doing something right. Left: That’s Betsy John-
son, all the way left, arms outstretched to greet a child and let 
them know she’s glad they made it to camp. Right: We re-
cently designed and built a new playground for the students 
equipped with various obstacles to improve physical coordi-
nation, strength and flexibility. Don’t tell the students though; 
they just think it’s there to for fun. We agree.



Like many teachers,  Stefanie Nsubuga’s favorite game to play 
as a little girl was school - and she was always the teacher. 
Long before she had her own classroom filled with students, she 
taught her baby dolls, with chalkboards and grading scales 
and all her imagination could conjure up.  The rest of her 
journey to actually becoming a lead teacher at the Academy, 
however, isn’t so predictable. 
 
A myriad of experiences, even including times she felt people 
had given up on her own development, have molded Stefanie 
to be the passionate, active, detail-oriented Mrs. Nsubuga that 
her six and seven  year old students benefit from everyday.
 
It’s readily apparent that teaching is far more than simply a job 
to Stefanie.  She loves to watch light bulbs go on in students, whether it’s in small ways, 
when they grasp  simple academic concepts, but even more so when they connect what 
they are learning about their faith and understanding of God with how they can treat 
their neighbor. 
 
Stefanie believes in her students.  She recalls a mantra that one of her former coaches 
used in such repetition, it’s permanently etched in her memory:  “There are people who 
make things happen, people who watch things happen, and those who ask, ‘What 
happened?’”  She applies the idea to her students and lets them know that if they live out 
what they are learning then they will be history makers – the kind of people who make 
good things happen.    

PLAY TO YOUR STRENGTHS.  
 Brett Madron interviews Derek Bargatze    •   
 6 and 7 year olds

As every teacher should, Derek Bargatze plays to his 
strengths in the classroom.  Having grown up in  a 
family of professional performers, Derek uses humor 
to make students feel the kind of comfort kids need 
to really engage in learning. As he greets his students 
each morning, he often sounds like he’s warming up the 
opening bit to a stand-up routine. 

This skill in relating to the kids on a social level is also 
a strength Derek brings to the classroom in moments 
when impromptu lessons are there for the taking.  “In 
every subject the kids are learning, they are also being 
taught to be socially and morally responsible,” Derek 
said.  He jokes (kind of), “Every class is Bible class, I just 
don’t tell the kids that.” 

These kinds of teachable moments can emerge at 
any moment -  when students are in the midst of an 
activity, when a conflict happens, or one student gets 
jealous of another.  Derek loves to take advantage of the 
real life  situation and remind students how they can 
practice what they have been learning in their classes to 
best work together toward a solution.

Help Lightbulbs Go On.  
Brett Madron interviews Stefanie Nsubuga    •    6 and 7 year olds

“There are people 

who make things 

happen, people 

who watch things 

happen, and those 

who ask, ‘What 

happened?’” 

Mr. Bargatze works with his students as they use toothpicks to learn about different kinds of triangles. 
Hands-on activities like this engage student attention because they move the conceptual into the practical.

Mrs. Nsubuga knows how to captivate the attention of her students without even looking like 
she’s trying that hard. If you know anything about teaching, you know that’s a big win.



On an average school day at the Academy for G.O.D., which are 
not really very “average”, of course, it’s not surprising to encounter 
one of Craig Duffy’s costumed alter-egos, like “Botanist Bob,” 
who often makes an appearance during Plants class, or to hear 
him warning students over the morning announcements of the 
(completely fabricated) blizzard that’s about to hit during recess.
Mr. Duffy is a lead teacher for nine to 11 year old students at the 
Academy for G.O.D, and is revered among both  students and 
staff for his crazy antics, enthusiasm, and remarkable ability to 
maintain a class’s rapt attention. 

When I asked him what motivates his approach to teaching, he 
solemnly answered, “Life would be boring without it.” After a dra-
matic pause, he continued to explain that he thinks that going “off 
the social script” from students’ expectation uncages a capacity to 
learn by freeing it from a systematic, predictable framework. 

Behind his endearing eccentricities, Mr. Duffy has a driving desire 
to give the children at the Academy a “better way” than what else 
is out there, and is even a response to what he experienced as a 
child.  “The more I learned and studied the Word, the more I was 
upset with what I was offered growing up. A hope for a change, 
even in the most dire of circumstances-- That’s central in what 
God wants to do!” Now, his response is channeled to the next 
generation, in his efforts to educate his Academy students in this 
better way, the law found in the Bible. 

remember what it was like.
Laurie Germeraad Kagay interviews Grant Dailey    •   14-17 year olds

Be what you wanted. 
C.F. Edwards interviews Craig Duffy  •    
9 and 10 year olds

When we talk about children, we’re not just talking about grade school. Several of Jesus’ 
disciples themselves were likely teenagers, and Jesus was intensely committed to investing into 
their lives. The teenage years are a crucial time, which is all the more reason to give our high 
school students a standout guy like Grant Dailey as their teacher. He’s intelligent, responsible, a 
hard worker, and yet still  “cool” enough to impress students with his guitar skills.
 
When I asked Grant if he had any advice regarding working with teenagers, he encouraged 
me to reach back and remember what it was like to be in high school. We reflected—it was, 
well… hard. He noted, “You’re coming into greater awareness of who you are, your place in 
your world. You are on the cusp of adulthood, yet still not an adult. Engaging a high school 
student is a dance of not treating them like a child, yet not expecting them to be an adult, all 
the while striving to inspire them to the kinds of decisions and character that will help them be 
tremendous adults. A little understanding goes a long way.”
 
Grant is encouraged when he can see this process making a difference in the lives of his 
students. He noted Gerron Norman as an example of someone growing not only academically, 
but also developing good character. “He’s made a very intentional effort to take the lessons he’s 
learning from Scripture in class and act upon them. At the SLAM Bible conference, I observed 
him go on his own initiative and pray for and encourage junior high students that were part of 
the retreat. He communicated later that he was praying and felt God lead him to pray for the 
group of younger students. He connected it to the lessons he was learning in Numbers 2, where 
the arrangement of the camp tutors them to see the needs of their neighbor as they draw near 
to God.”
 
We’ll take that story as evidence that Grant’s approach to teaching his teenage students is 
working.

Like many of our Academy teachers, Grant Dailey goes above and beyond teaching 
students in the classroom. He invests in the lives of his students--from their burgeoning 
musical talents to their deepening spiritual walk. 

Top: Mr. Duffy brings a contagious energy to the classroom. When you truly love watching your students develop, that 
kind of excitement comes naturally. Bottom: Alongside the Academy lead teachers, Mr. Duffy led a surprise “flash mob” 
dance at a school-wide assembly. Mr. Duffy shines in these moments, to say the least.



Rachel Hartnell has the energy and enthusiasm 
necessary to transport children into another world 
when they enter her classroom. It seems that teaching 
gathers the very best things she has to offer, and then 
makes great use of them - her creativity, her beautiful 
singing voice, her flair for the dramatic, her love of 
literacy and reading. And all are fueled by her love of 
the Lord.   

But Rachel’s love for teaching goes beyond her own 
personal fulfillment. It’s connected to a deeply rooted 
concern for every child to feel important. While trav-
eling in the third world, Rachel noticed that girls were 
given fewer opportunities than boys, and she saw 
children who had health needs being ignored rather 
than being cared for. During her Summer Internship 
with G.O.D., UnNamed Servant offered free concerts 
throughout Latin America. A young boy asked Rachel, 
“Is this band famous?” When she confirmed, he asked: 
“Then why are they here?” Rachel reflected, “He was 
quite young, and barely spoke English, but he knew 
that the world saw him as insignificant.” 

Rachel’s favorite thing about teaching at the Academy 
for G.O.D. is being part of a group of people who invest 
into every child, making each one feel significant. That 
investment into the lives of her students comes as 
a result of the time Rachel has invested into learn-
ing God’s Word.  She knows that as she teaches her 

students subject matter, she’s also teaching them how 
to live well. “Your pencil is a powerful tool that you can 
use to change the world,” she tells her class often. 

Rachel reflects, “It doesn’t matter if you have a bad 
day, if you’re sick or what you’re feeling. That’s not 
what you show your students. You have to show them 
kindness, patience, love. A teacher at St. John’s Primary 
in Uganda told me, ‘Being a good teacher is like being a 
parent--you have to love them.’” So, that’s what Rachel 
tries to do, first and foremost. Toting her self-pro-
claimed superpower of creativity, she makes every class 
feel like the most exciting adventure they’ve gone on, 
and the adventure was created just for them--signifi-
cant little people  made in the image of God, with the 
power to change the world.

401 Center Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(615) 832-2470 www.GODinternational.org

/god_intl /GOD_ /GODInternational

Instill significance in each child.  
Laurie Germeraad Kagay interviews Rachel Hartnell   •    7 and 8 year olds

It is our privilege to let the children come in our own vicinity, especially through our 
concerted effort at the Academy for G.O.D. We are thankful for the ways in which you 
enable us to do this work-- prayer, support, volunteering with our projects, and even 
through student scholarships at the Academy. But letting the children come is bigger 
than opening the doors of our school. It’s opening our hearts to those children in our 
midst, and choosing not to stop them from invading our lives, just as Jesus taught us. 
Please join us, wherever you are, in building this kingdom that welcomes kids. 
Let them come!

Mrs. Hartnell is characterized by 
enthusiasm. She does everything 
in her power to ensure that her 
classroom is, at the very least, 
one of the most exciting places 
on the planet, using songs and 
hands-on activities to teach 
everything from character values 
to journalism writing tools. 

In kindergarten, students are introduced to worship during 
“songs class,” and taught that they aren’t too young to have a 
special moment with the Lord. It’s pretty amazing to watch the 
children respond to such an invitation with sincerity. 


