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the issue. He doesn’t say anything is wrong with the 
boy. He identifies the wrong in the generation. How 
were they faithless? What was so distorted about their 
response?

 It’s my opinion that they were faithless because 
they gave up too soon. They were distorted in their 
perception of the situation because they considered 
their approach as ineffective, for no other reason than it 
wasn’t a quick fix. Jesus shows them that the boy could 
be restored, but they needed the kind of patience that 
he would go on to describe as coming through prayer 
and even fasting (Mark 9:29). Prayer and fasting are ac-
tions that take place over the course of time and require 
both consistency and again, faithfulness. 

Giving kids a venue and a framework that promotes 
health, safety, and an opportunity to grow, is an essen-
tial element to the work of the Kingdom of God. In this 
edition of the Global Voice, you’ll read articles related 
to how we’re doing this for young people through 
our program,  CASE. We are providing for these young 
people healthy, caring role-models, re-contextualizing 
perceived failures as opportunities to learn, offering 
them tools to resolve conflict, so that they can exhibit 
confidence; and in our cooperation with Jesus we’re 
able to give them to their parents, well. 

1 In no way am I trying to say that some diagnoses aren’t legitimate, 
but I am questioning whether our (America’s) approach to address-
ing such symptoms should be, so quickly, medication, 
as stated in the following article HERE.

I am not ashamed of God’s way. I am not 
ashamed to say that all of our programs are 
based upon our best effort to honor God, his 
word, and humbly respect the people we serve 
in the process. It’s a hostile world and people are 
looking for rest. So many have been hurt and 
their injury puts them in a defensive position 
that has them striking out against anyone 
reaching out, even to help. For so many, the 
injury happened when they were young, and 
unfortunately, it never received the attention 
necessary for healing. 

There are two ways to approach this situation: First, 
there is the restorative, or healing approach, where the 
person who was injured finally receives the attention 
and care that leads to a restoration of trust and con-
fidence in the world around them. The success of the 
process is highly dependent upon the volitional partic-
ipation of the one in need. This is a very difficult service 
to render because the injury has lent itself to enhanced 
sensitivities related to anything similar to whatever it 
was that the injured person experienced that contrib-
uted to their pain. In such cases, the person injured in 
this way gravitates toward ideologies and systems that 
fit their newly prescribed criteria for what it means to 
have a healthy environment, or live a healthy lifestyle. 

For most people in this situation, that criteria is 
self-prescribed and most often the polar opposite of 
whatever it was they experienced that led to the injury. 
This seems to be the case even when they think they’ve 
moved towards something more balanced. A test to 
determine such a situation would likely demonstrate 
that there was a failed integration of the past into their 
present construct for health and safety. I’m so thankful 
to the many services and ministries that are out there 
to addresses the pains of an injured society. I’m also 
thankful that we get the opportunity to serve in this 
capacity for all who are willing to learn and find rest. 

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The second approach is to give people the tools to 
navigate the hostile world that they are coming up in. 

This approach is concerned with offering a venue and 
a framework that promotes health, safety, and an op-
portunity to grow. This venue would have to be a place 
where mistakes are not scolded as much as they are 
turned into opportunities 
to learn how to receive 
mercy and give mercy--
how to fail, but never give 
up. It would 
offer such people a way 
to integrate and mature 
alongside those who just 
need the opportunity to 
develop. 

Unfortunately, reports 
have been published such 
as a recent study by the 
CDC, which appeared in 
the Washington Post on 
May 3rd, 2016. The report 
revealed that for kids who 
are diagnosed with ADHD,  
“an eyebrow-raising 75% 
are receiving drugs as 
treatment” shortly after 
they have been identified 
in schools as lacking the 
ability to concentrate, or 
displaying tendencies that reflect hyperactivity.1  This 
statistic is alarming, not because medication is being 
used to address a perceived problem, but because the 
study seems to indicate the immediacy with which 
medication is accessed to address a problem, even in 
young children.

We all know that a lot of the injuries adults are recov-
ering from were received during those vulnerable years 
of childhood and adolescence. Even as parents, and as 
a society, it’s a legitimate desire to see kids protected 
and assisted in navigating the potential for injury due 
to their behavior, and the option for a quick fix is all too 
readily available.

On one occasion, Jesus returned to find his disciples 
unable to help a boy whose father had brought him 
to them for help because the boy threw tantrums and 
would even hurt himself during these episodes. After 
telling Jesus they couldn’t remedy the situation, Jesus 
criticized the entire generation by saying, “O faithless 
and distorted generation, how long am I to be with 
you and bear with you? Bring your son here” (Matthew 
17:17). Jesus brought healing to the boy and gives him 
to his father well, as you would expect. However, it’s the 
examination of the happenstance where our generation 
should be challenged. Jesus’ statement identifies the 
faithless and distorted response of the generation as 

I
Giving kids a venue and frame-

work that promotes health, safe-
ty and an opportunity to grow, is 
an essential element to the work 

of the Kingdom of God.  
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CASE offers kids a safe venue to learn, and even to make mistakes, giving them tools 
to navigate through life believing they’re capable of good things, with a supportive 
network celebrating them on the way. Kids deserve to be kids, and we’ve seen the 
faithfulness of our tutors result in health and life returned. 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/05/03/cdc-warns-that-americans-may-be-overmedicating-two-to-five-year-olds-with-adhd/?utm_term=.857b5e405566


One parent testified to us, “It’s such a blessing to have 
this after care. You do NOT know how thankful we are 
that they are at such an amazing place. There are great 
people, wonderful values, they can love Jesus, they 
get to have fun, eat healthy food and be exposed to 
healthy, positive things. It eases my heart and mind. My 
kids have never been in a day care, or had a babysitter. 
It means a lot to me that I know that they are safe and 
sound and with good people.”

From our experience with youth programming, we 
know that when kids feel comfortable, they are more 
open to developing friendships. While one of our goals 
is to help CASE students improve their grades, we 
also facilitate opportunities for them to make lasting 
friendships. Each day we have group activities and 
projects where students achieve something together. 

Staff members are intentional 
to ensure that time is allotted 
for students to share something 
about themselves with their 
classmates.

Having a large staff also allows us 
to give attention to developing 
mentorships. On many occasions 
students have walked through the 
door and immediately asked to 
talk to a particular staff member. 
Having an adult that kids can 
talk to is important. The students 
feel comfortable with our staff 
because we made a decision early 
on to give all that we have to the 
students for the short time that 
we have, believing that it still 
counts for a lot.

While the CASE program has 
grown over the past four years, 
the heart that characterized our 
work at the beginning remains 
strong. We never wanted to offer 
just another youth program; we 
wanted to provide an exceptional 
program to kids who needed it – 
something that would make the 
Lord proud. 
 

physically safe for kids, but also emotionally safe. Many 
students have told our staff that they like coming to 
CASE because they don’t get made fun of. Although a 
painful reality that bullying exists amongst teenagers, 
it’s at least forestalled through the presence of consis-
tent, caring adults who aren’t oblivious to the problem. 

“Whatever your 
task, put your-

selves into it, as 
done for the Lord 

and not for men, 
since you know 
that from the Lord 

you will receive your 
inheritance as the 

reward; you serve the 
Lord Christ.”

                             Colossians 3:23

When we created CASE four years ago, we had years of 
youth programming experience to pull from. It was an 
exciting time and some of those initial conversations 
have shaped what CASE is today. From the beginning, 
it was our aim to create an after 
school program that would make 
the Lord proud. We wanted to 
organize a program for middle 
school youth where they could 
feel safe, make friends, develop 
their academic skills, and expe-
rience positive adult role models 
and mentors. Those priorities are 
still at play at the five sites where 
CASE now operates. 

The first decision we made 
was to ensure we had a high 
tutor-student ratio. When kids 
show up for CASE, they have 
already been in school for eight 
hours, so we have created a 
dynamic environment with 
several tutors to help keep the 
kids engaged. Having multiple 
tutors in the room allows us to 
offer more directed homework 
help, purposeful times for men-
torships, and more engaging 
activities. 

We want CASE to feel like a 
second home for students--to 
be a place where kids can let 
down their guard and be kids. 
Having a large well-trained staff 
allows us to offer a safe space 
for the students. Our staff 
ensure that CASE is not only 

[Top] All of our staff and students celebrated at our end of the year CASE party. Though there are undoubt-
edly ups and downs in youth programming, it’s always encouraging to see the bonds that form between 
mentors and students as well as the friendships formed amongst the youth. [Bottom] Jeff Sherrod teaches 
how electrical wiring works. He had his brother, Tim Sherrod, a master electrician, visit and explain his job as 
a part of career exposure efforts.  

We never wanted to offer 
just another youth program; 
we wanted to provide an 
exceptional program to kids 
who needed it – something that 
would make the Lord proud.

An Aim To Make God Proud Written by Jeff Sherrod
CASE Program Director
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Perseverance is a great word. It’s 
noble and heroic. You can even get 
this romantic image of an exhausted 
rock climber who, with parched lips, 
wind blown hair, and bloodshot 
eyes, is summiting Devil’s Peak. 
The stories of perseverance make 

us cheer and throw a first pump. We do 
this because we all have a deep appreciation 
for those who can persevere, perhaps because 
it seems rare and mostly a fictional trait these 
days.
 

For the most part, and maybe specifically in our current 
generation, society does not train us for perseverance. 
We want everything now. We shy away from struggle 
and are inundated with options upon options. The 
expectation of instant gratification is pervasive and it’s 
led us to hold patience in contempt. Time is meant for 
efficiency and progress; time is indebted to the gods of 
productivity and money. Perseverance belongs to the 
domain of hope, and hope is scoffed at in the land of 
factory.
 
The education system in our country likewise struggles 
with perseverance. It’s estimated that 50% of begin-
ning teachers will quit within the first 5 years, creating 
a “revolving door” of teachers. 

This is damaging to the vulnerable students within 
their care.  Though CASE is not a religious program (it’s 
open to anyone, regardless of religion), the tutors who 
work feel  called to persevere. Because of their faith, 
they know God expects it of them. It’s not easy to moti-
vate students to do their homework after they’ve been 
sitting in school for 8 hours. Tutors have dealt with 
back-talking, poor attitudes, foul language, and the 

constant nuisance of cell 
phone addiction. Can 
we tie these challenges 
to the kinds of suffering 
Paul talks about in 
Romans 5? Our tutors 
do. They recognize that 
there’s a lot of suffering 
to persevere through. 
Even if it’s just for a few 
hours after school, it’s 
more than most are 
willing to endure. But 
they display faith that 
their perseverance will 
produce character, en-
abling them to not only 
endure CASE, but also 
to enjoy it. It happens 
because, as Paul tells us, 
that character produces 
hope, and hope doesn’t 
disappoint (Rom 5:5). 
 
Our tutors persevere be-
cause they see hope for 
kids stuck in a rut, and 
they’re willing to invest 
themselves to help them 
out of it. The type of 
perseverance I’m talking 
about here is not rooted 
in self-interest. It suffers 
for the good of another, 
and strives for the future 
of these students with 
hope. 
 
When two of our tutors visited a student in the hospital 
after a major health issue was discovered, her mother 
said that we were the only friends or teachers from 
her school that had visited. Though she can no longer 
attend our program due to ongoing medical issues, 
she often stops by our door to tell us she misses us and 
wishes she could come back.
 
We always encourage students to bring their homework 
to CASE and complete it within the tutoring hour. We do 
this in hopes that they won’t neglect the homework at 
home, but rather make good use of our available tutors.  
One student, who had refused to bring their coursework 
for some time, recently brought her packet. After re-

ceiving one-on-one tutoring, she exclaimed, “you’re the 
best teacher I’ve ever had!” Moments like these don’t 
happen every day, but when they do, we can’t help but 
smile and thank God for the opportunity to invest into 
these students. What a privilege. 
 
Our students’ lives aren’t easy. They face real crises 
regularly. On top of the typical challenges middle school 
brings, they face parents separating, mental health 
issues, bullying and negative self-image. To enter their 
turbulent world is one thing. To hang on feels like we’re 
climbing Devil’s Peak. But God’s Word assures 
us that hope does not disappoint. So we climb 
on, persevering because of our love for them. 

[Top] Institute student, Servando Nava, facilitates Code Names, a game that develops both literacy 
and critical thinking skills. As a part of our Institute volunteer program, students serve weekly with 
various outreach programs like CASE. 
[Middle] CASE is full of kids with very diverse personalities and life circumstances. Over time, however, 
these differences lessen and students develop a camaraderie with one another and CASE staff. 
[Bottom] Craig Duffy combines his energetic presence, performance comedy and love of kids to serve 
the kids each day. All joking aside, Craig takes his role with his students very seriously, ensuring that 
each student is considered as an individual and given the care they need. His passion has led to oppor-
tunities to teach other after school programs on topics like emotional awareness. 
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The type of perseverance 
I’m talking about here is 
not rooted in self-interest. 
It suffers for the good of 
another, and strives for the 
future of these students 
with hope. 

Climbing a Mountain in Hope Written by Craig Duffy & Kelly Jobe
CASE Tutors



In Luke 10, a lawyer stood up “to test Jesus” by 
asking him what he must do to inherit eternal life. 
Jesus turned the question back on him and asked 
him what is written in the law. Summarizing the 
Torah, the lawyer answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all 
your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus 
affirmed his response but reminded him: “Do this, 
and you will live” (10:25-28). 
 
John Edmondson says that he often hears the 
concept of “Love your neighbor” taught and 

discussed on the G.O.D. campus - at the Institute and 
Academy, in Bible studies and conversations. Admitted-
ly, he asks the same question the lawyer asked Jesus:  
“And who is my neighbor?” (Lk. 10:29) 

Jesus responds with the famous parable about the Good 
Samaritan. Samaritans would have in no way been 
considered a “neighbor” to a first century Jew, the Sa-
maritans bearing plenty of derogatory stereotypes from 
their southern neighbors (John 8:48). So when the Sa-

maritan becomes the demonstration of neighborly love, 
it’s quite the twist in the plotline. Despite the cultural 
assumptions on this relationship, when the Samaritan 
saw a brother in need on the way to Jerusalem from 
Jericho (southern territory), he assumed responsibility. 
In this parable, Jesus expands “neighbor” beyond those 
who live next door, those with whom we might share 
an economic bracket, and includes those who find their 
way along our path. 
 
No one would call middle school students enemies, and 
they’re not laying wounded in the street. But at the same 
time, there are very few people assuming responsibility 
to repair some of the damage that’s evident in their lives. 
John Edmondson testifies that he’s learned to see these 
middle schoolers as the answer to that pressing ques-
tion: “Who is my neighbor?” 

They were placed upon 
his path when he was 
asked if he’d like to vol-
unteer with CASE. His re-
sponsibility began when 
he said yes. John explains 
his experience: 
 
“In my current season 
of life, my ‘neighbor’ in-
cludes a group of junior 
high students that I work 
with through CASE. These 
students come from var-
ious backgrounds. Some 
are poor, some come from 
broken homes, some 
have parents in prison, 
but the one thing they 
all have in common is 
the need for  consistent, 
caring adults in their 
lives. With an emphasis 
on standardized testing 
in the modern school 
system, there is less time 
available for a variety of 
skills development. As 
an enhancement partner 
with CASE I try to play a 
role in filling this gap.” 

 
John, a professional chef, gives students a taste (literal-
ly) of different skills or hobbies that can bring about a 
sense of accomplishment, even when they’re struggling 
to find it academically. It’s not one in place of another, 

but sometimes being able to do something well allows 
students the confidence that they could do other things 
well too, if they’re given the chance. He continues, 
 
“I have been blessed with opportunities to develop prac-
tical skills--skills that I never could have attained with-
out someone taking the time to teach me. As a chef, I 
have catered for politicians and actors. I have worked in 
fine restaurants and been taught how to use ingredients 
I never even knew existed. Yet none of that would have 
been possible if I hadn’t been taught by people who 
were willing to invest into me. I not only learned the ba-
sics of cooking, but even more, how those lessons in the 
kitchen could be applied in my daily life.  

That has been my goal in working with CASE students: 
to teach them some foundational elements of cook-
ing - some simple recipes, items these students could 
replicate in their own homes and be a blessing to their 
families. In the process, we’ve used these sessions as 
opportunities to teach concepts of teamwork, nutrition, 
and cultural sensitivity. We’ve even applied the princi-
ples of farm-to-table cooking through the assistance of 
Hopewell Farms! 

Through these times, I have seen much growth! At the 
end of the fall semester we hosted a “ShowCASE” for all 
of the students’ families to attend, to see and celebrate 
what they had learned. Of all the enhancement activi-
ties the students had participated in throughout the 
semester, cooking was the one they chose to perform. 
Parents were able to see their kids in action, and the look 
of surprise on their faces was priceless. In turn, the look 
of pride on the students’ usually stoic faces was a true-
victory.
 
This experience has been incredibly rewarding for me. As 
I’ve shared them with my wife over the past year, her re-
sponse has been consistent: if she had had these oppor-
tunities as a kid, it would have changed her life. Through 
this framework of service that we are providing through 
CASE, I feel honored to share these skills that were freely 
given to me. In a safe and loving environment, 
these students are developing skills and build-
ing the kind of character that can make them 
better neighbors.” 

The kids at the G.O.D. site  LOVE John Edmondson. Not only does he bring his cooking expertise to 
the table, but he is always finding ways to encourage and connect with the students on an individual 
level. His sincerity is not overlooked by the students he faithfully serves, or their parents. At a recent 
end of the semester ShowCASE, students demonstrated the cooking skills John had taught them. One 
parent remarked, “Ever since my son started cooking at CASE, he ALWAYS helps me in the kitchen!” 

I
Building Good Neighbors  

Written by Laurie Kagay ft. John Edmondson
CASE Volunteer

I have been blessed with opportunities to 
develop practical skills--skills that I never 
could have attained without someone 
taking the time to teach me. Now I get to 
do the same for these students.

4



/god_intl401 Center Street 
Old Hickory, TN 37138
(615) 832-2470 www.GODinternational.org

/GOD_INTL /GODInternational

Few would argue that expressing apprecia-
tion is something we all should be practicing. 

We teach it to our children from the time they 
are able to speak. Often, though, when chil-

dren are away from the instructive words of 
their parents, they neglect to express thankful-

ness.  Jesus affirms this reality even among adults. 
After healing ten lepers of their disease, only one 
“turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He 
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.” 

Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? Was none of them found to 
return and give praise to God...?” (Luke 17:11-18). 

Although many will feel appreciation or gratitude 
for something good that is done for them, few will 
put words and actions to their gratefulness. With 
middle school aged children, this is particularly true. 
Our after-school tutors know that most of the young 
people they serve appreciate what they do, but that 
knowledge is more implicit than explicit. They sense 
thankfulness in a simple comment such as “I don’t hate 
coming here” or “this day was better than I thought it 
would be.” This is the kind of expression of thankfulness 
from kids who want their CASE tutor to know how 
much they enjoy and benefit from the program, while 
still maintaining an aloft coolness. We know these kids 
and understand the struggle they have to put just the 
right words to what they want to communicate. 

But like the one leper that turned back to give praise 
and thanks to Jesus, we have some children who 
acknowledge their appreciation for the staff and the 
program with purposeful words. One student, after 
graduating middle school and leaving the program, re-
alized how much she benefited from her time at CASE.
 
“Hi Josh, I don’t know if you remember me but I was 
thinking about CASE the other day and it made me 
want to reach out. Just wanted to say that you helped 
me out with my A.D.D. and I’m able to focus better 
in high school, which by the way is hard, hard work!      

But I’ve been able to keep 
myself at A’s and B’s so I’m 
proud :-) I also pursued 
my art and won a few 
competitions.”

When Josh Nava received 
this text, he was simul-
taneously enthused and 
confused. He was elated to 
hear how well she was do-
ing but this was a student 
who was very difficult to 
work with. She seemed to 
resist every attempt to get 
assistance with homework 
or receive the study helps 
offered her. Even though it 
wasn’t obvious at the time, 
she was listening, she did 
appreciate the help. The  
staff’s love and concern 
for her had breached her 
hardened attitude. 

Another mom, whose 
child has attended CASE 
for the last three years, 
reached out to Craig Duffy 
to appreciate his time and 
effort.  

“Hey Mr. Craig, just wanted to let you know that today 
is Destinee’s last day at DuPont. She super loved CASE 
because you and Ms. Gabby were the best teachers ever. 
She always had fun in CASE no matter what y’all were 
doing. I feel like the hands on activities were a huge 
benefit to her. We will definitely miss CASE. Thank you 
so much for everything you have done for her and for 
always inspiring her.” 

These aren’t the only ones who have expressed grat-
itude for their time with CASE, but they were worthy 
of noting. For every one we receive, we know there are 
likely nine more, benefiting from what they learned 
even if our staff didn’t get to hear ‘thank you.’ They’re 
working tirelessly in order to help these students be-
come the best possible people they can be. Fortunately, 
we can understand middle school speech and “this 
tutoring stuff is okay” can mean “thanks for caring 
enough to help me.” 

[Top Left ] Last week, staff from all of our CASE sites gathered together for a time to 
pray, worship, and share testimonies of what the Lord has done through CASE this year. 
It was a refreshing time to share and remember the bond we have not just as youth 
workers, but as laborers for the Lord. [Top Right] Destinee has been coming to CASE for 
three years. During that time, she has been a stand-out student in character and leader-
ship. We’ve loved participating in her growth and development over the years! [Bottom] 
Trenitee recently started coming to CASE after being encouraged by some of her friends 
in the program to come. Our best recruiting strategy to date has been word-of-mouth 
through students who love the program and want their friends to enjoy it too!
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This month, yet again, tragic news turned all eyes in America back to kids. Teenagers in Florida joined the long list of students who suffered loss, enduring a 
nightmare at a school where they should be safe. While everyone has opinions about where the problem lies, one thing is for sure: kids need caring adults in 
their lives, and as many as they can get. I pray this newsletter helps you process the turbulent existence of teenagers in America, and some basic ways that you 
could get involved to help. Remember, our aim wasn’t to create another youth program, it was to make God proud. That can be done in a multitude of ways, but 
the Bible makes it clear that God has the highest concern for kids, and when we overlook them, we miss him. “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me,” (Mark 9:37).
            Laurie Kagay, Editor-In-Chief, The Global Voice 

Middle School for “Thank You” Written by Rosemary Sherrod
Director of Social Services


