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THOUGHTS: PARADIGM SHIFTING WITH JESUS By Gregg Garner

Paradigm Shifts aren’t easy, and if you 
want to create one, I think the wrong place to start is with 
the question, “How do I make a paradigm shift?” Or for 
purposes of this article, “How do I make a paradigm shift 
in elementary school education?” 

I think a genuine paradigm shift is a result of proposing a 
solution--offering a model to answer a specific question, 
or respond to a certain need--that actually works. It has 
to work.

The challenge of offering an alternative to any conven-
tional problem is that period of time (a time of testing) 
between the proposal of the model and the acceptance of 
the model by society. Jesus tells a story to communicate 
the difficulty he had in bringing about a paradigm shift to 
his generation. His coded speech has a universal appeal 
to it and highlights the common issue - most people like 
what they think is the best, and what is best is often what 
they’re already used to.

Luke 5:36 He told them a parable also: “No one tears 
a piece from a new garment and puts it upon an old 
garment; if he does, he will tear the new, and the piece 
from the new will not match the old. 37 And no one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; if he does, the new wine 
will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins 
will be destroyed. 38 But new wine must be put into fresh 
wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires 
new; for he says, ‘The old is good.’”

Decoding Jesus’ speech highlights the difficulty people 
have in accepting a paradigm shift. He points out that the 
shift is something ‘new,’ and the ‘new’ won’t work if it’s 
synthesized with the ‘old.’  In fact, he shows that trying to 
incorporate the ‘new’ with what is already there causes de-
struction to the existing system. 

In this case, sewing the ‘new’ piece of material onto the ‘old’ 
garment eventually causes harm to the garment because 
it lacks the flexibility to adjust to the necessary changes 
of the ‘new’ as it matures. The existing system is too rigid 
to accept the new way that would resolve the issue of the 
tear. So, people stuck on the ‘old’ believe that reformation, 
or patching up the existing system with conventional, tra-
ditionally held beliefs, is enough. 

Jesus also illustrates that the ‘old’ wineskin won’t be a 
framework that can survive the changes that come with 

the ‘new’ wine, a liquid that over time, matures and necessi-
tates a flexible system (new wineskin). The necessary, adapt-
able qualities for an effective vessel (framework) are absent, 
and if  ‘new’ wine were to be poured into it, the wine itself 
would become destructive to the existing framework. 

Jesus is teaching that a paradigm shift necessitates a transfor-
mation of the model itself, not just a reformation of existing 
models, but a totally new vessel. A paradigm shift is some-
thing fresh that can’t fit into the existing models conventional-
ly available. Though conventional models serve a purpose, and 
societies grow comfortable with the taste, Jesus is challenging 
the effectiveness of these models to handle the newness that 
comes with the times and seasons of life--the new challeng-
es that come with the next generation. He emphasizes that 
any integration of the paradigm shift and the existing model 
would lead to the destruction of the existing model itself. 

It’s interesting… is Jesus saying that his new way will even-
tually destroy the need for the existing, conventional model? 
I think so. He ends his speech by observing that people who 
have grown comfortable with the taste of their present sys-
tems will have no desire to entertain the possibility for such 
transformation. The paradigm shift that makes ready for the 
‘new’ is nothing to be desired, because to them the ‘old’ is good 
enough. In other words, why risk so much on a new paradigm 
that is untested and not established, when what’s being done 
seems to work just fine.

I was pretty young when I started thinking about education 
as a qualitative component to the transformation of a society. 
My own educational experience offered me plenty of critiques 
to the existing system, but it wasn’t until my daughter Genesis 
was born that I had to start thinking about the implementation 
of a more appropriate system. I had to ask questions like, “How 
could this happen practically, and would such a plan serve her 
any better than the models of education that already exist?” 
At that time I had experience teaching in both the public and 
private sector and was familiar with some of the more distin-
guished philosophical approaches from Waldorf to Montessori, 
but I lacked the experience as a parent in the present systems.

Ten years later, after having my two older kids in a variety of 
educational systems, and witnessing the less than adequate 
experiences of my friends’ kids in school, G.O.D. Elementary 
was launched as a response to those observed failures in the 
public and private sector of elementary schools. 

There are several philosophical and pragmatic distinctives to 
our program. In this edition I’ve written some of the philo-
sophical ones, but here I’ll list some of the pragmatic ones:  
no letter grades, no grade levels, no worksheets for home-
work, no lecturing for more than 50% of the class time, in-
dividuated attention that allows for the same assignment to 
be completed differently by each student and it all be accept-
able, foreign language learning beginning in kindergarten 
(i.e., Hebrew & Spanish), classes like Chores, Manners, and 
Coding (Programming)… to name a few.

Every generation brings about its challenges and meeting 
these new challenges requires the ‘systems’ creators’ to adjust 
their framework and appropriately respond. Even if it means 
tearing down the present structures to build new ones, there 
has to be brave enough people to have the kind of faith to see 
what has yet to be seen. 

My 1-year-old can navigate her mom’s iPhone and find her 
favorite game or her favorite show, my 3-year-old can record 
video and edit it to share with his siblings on his iPad, my 
8-year-old wrote a rap song, recorded and published it vir-
tually, and my 11-year-old has uploaded a tutorial on how 
to do some complicated hairstyles for dancers on the world 
wide web. The age of information technology has presented 
to us some great benefits, but there are also major problems 
attached, especially if we don’t act responsibly to educate 
this next generation. They need to understand the necessary 
ethical considerations that will help them navigate the woes 
of virtual reality and over-simplified access to ‘answers’ that 
they seem to have on the other side of an internet connec-
tion. 

The new wine is here and our school systems are failing 
them. The school systems can’t contain them. Kids are not 
thriving in schools. They are bored, unhappy, and unenthu-
siastic about their educational process. Students are being 
taught things that their parents needed to know and not the 
things they need to know to thrive at this time in history. 

GOD Elementary is a preview of the new wineskin that is 
paradigm shifting elementary education. There’s so much to 
share, but it’s the test of time, a test we’re willing to take, that 
will truly prove whether or not such a statement is presump-
tuous. However, let me say, that for myself and the 42 other 
teachers directly involved in the project… we believe. •

       Like most parents, sending our oldest daughter to kindergarten was an emotional experi-
ence. I had to entrust her care, education, and development into the hands of people that I had 
met only once. I found some comfort in the fact that I was continually hearing people say that 
this particular elementary was “a really good school,” and my online research substantiated 
that constant refrain. Every system of rating and accreditation seemed to suggest that we 
were lucky to even get to send our daughter to this school. 
      Unfortunately, our actual experience was far from the ideal that had been promoted. She 
wasn’t getting in trouble and was “staying on track” academically, but she was far from hap-
py. As her mother, I felt like I stood helplessly watching as her creativity, confidence and joy 
were slowly drained from her as she did yet another worksheet that looked just like the one 
from yesterday. I don’t doubt that her overwhelmed 
teacher was trying, but with so many students in the 
classroom and only one teacher, it didn’t seem possi-
ble for her to give any kind of individualized attention 
at all.  My husband and I knew that this school was not 
the answer we were looking for, and felt as though if 
we kept our daughter there for her elementary school 
years, she’d soon be lost in mediocrity and discontent-
ment. 
    After finishing kindergarten there, we decided to 
try a new school for her next school year.  We enrolled 
her in G.O.D. Elementary, and within just a few weeks 
there, the difference in our daughter was evident. It’s 
hard to describe it without sounding like a sensation-
alist, but it was as if we watched her come alive. Every 
day -- every single day -- she was increasingly happier 
to go to school in the morning. Her homework assignments challenged her to think critically 
and to problem solve, and she loved doing the work. I hadn’t realized the extent to which her 
former school was failing her until we watched her jump multiple reading levels in only a few 
months’ time. She was not only excelling academically, but she also came home from school 
with a smile on her face, willing to help me around the house, and exceptionally kind to her 
little sisters. She was learning so much and growing in confidence as well. Her teachers cared 
so genuinely for her and she knew it. 
        I no longer wonder how she is doing because all of her teachers are accessible and eager to 
talk about her progress and how we can work together for her benefit. Every day I am thankful 
for this school and that my daughter is thriving. I sincerely wish that all children (and their 
parents) could have such a wonderful school experience. The world would certainly be a better 
place if they did. •

“Esther doesn’t only 
excel academically, 

but also comes home 
from school with a 

smile on her face, will-
ing to help me around 
the house, and excep-

tionally kind to her 
little sisters. She is 

learning so much and 
growing in confidence 

as well. ”

A Parent’s Testimony...
By Celesta Bargatze
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We thank God for all that he has allowed 
us to do in building our children’s character, 
intellect, social skills, and practical capaci-
ties with a staff of dedicated teachers, sup-
portive parents, and space sufficient for our 
first year. During this inaugural year, GOD El-
ementary has functioned in an 1,800 square 
foot modular that contains classrooms and 
an administrative office. However, what has 
been adequate space is no longer sufficient 
room for the education of our children. 

If you are interested in helping, the most 
pressing need we have is for space. Al-
though we have been able to creatively 
utilize every inch of our present modular 
building in order to have a successful first 
year, our pre-registered enrollment for the 
next three years averages a minimum of 
15 children per year. We want to provide an 

How Can You Help?
education to those children and other children 
who will benefit from our elementary school. 
Therefore, recognizing the need for a larger 
space, we ask you also to consider the future, 
and help us provide a place in which children 
can learn and grow into the kind of adults that 
will make a difference in the world. 

We invite you to partner with us to expand 
this school to benefit more children. Thank 
you for prayerfully considering how you can 
help us in this endeavor.

If you would like to contribute to this project, 
please use the enclosed donation slip. For 
anyone who would like to come and volunteer 
time and/or resources, please let us know.  We 
have great hope for GOD Elementary, and look 
forward to your partnership!

(Top): Adelaide Sofolo (l) and Esther Bargatze (r) enjoy collaborative education on the iPad. (Bottom 
Left): Elliot Davis and Moriah Olson learn about loyalty in friendships at an age where many relation-
ships succumb to competition and conflict. (Middle): Rebekah Davis teaches the kindergarten Biblical 
Narratives class. (Bottom Right): Justice Garner and Reagan Edwards learn how to properly mix and 
apply cement in their Building Fundamentals class. 

NEEDS: Landscaping Rental Equipment (Heavy machinery, 
Dumpster company) Fixtures (Cabinetry) Outdoor seating (tables 

and benches) Excavation  Concrete  Labor  Masonry  Roofing 
Doors Windows Paint / Stucco / Drywall HVAC

The proposed building 
will meet our current 
and growing needs.  
As we build the 
elementary school, 
our students will have 
the opportunity to 
learn from us as we 
employ ethical building 
practices that consider 
the environment 
around us.

Proposed Plan for GOD Elementary



   

What makes 
G.O.D. Elementary 
distinct?

                       Students  are  Individual  Personalities

Because we believe that students are individuals, we emphasize Individuated Edu-
cation where the particularities of the student, their strengths, talents, curiosities 
or practices determine how they receive their education. In such an environment, 
any subject matter could be taught, but the emphasis lies on teaching the stu-
dent as an individual person and not just teaching the course material in general 
to any student. This necessitates both a flexibility within the curriculum and an 
adjustment of the common concept of the “ideal student.” By making this shift in 
thinking, a more refined approach takes into consideration the particularities of 
the student and allows for the curriculum to be bent to the needs of the student. 
In that case, the same subject matter can be taught in several different ways all 
in the same classroom. In such a classroom, diversity of thinking is celebrated and 
sharpened. 

Getting a kid to smile in class is as easy as giving them an opportunity to learn about the 
things they enjoy. Violet Warren lights up in Programming class, or creating through Visual 
Arts, and when it’s time to get her hands in the dirt in Biointensive Agriculture.

                      Students  are  Technological  Beings
Because we believe that students are technological beings, meaning that they are capable of 
taking resources in their environment and manipulating them to be used to make life easier, a 
Technological Education teaches students that it’s natural to search for ways to manipulate the 
world around them in order to benefit others and make life more enjoyable. However, we also 
recognize that such an effort needs ethical consideration, so a technological education considers 
not just the math or science method, but also the social, moral and theological aspects of the 
effort.

Though classes have practical lessons, there are also character lessons to be taught. In Building Class 
students learn patience and self-control as they realize that in order to ‘build,’ they must practice doing 
the little things well.

                        Students  are  Discursive  Beings

Because we believe students are discursive beings, we offer an Education in Communica-
tions; written, spoken, performed or recorded. Students learn there are multiple modes for 
communication and that each mode has its strengths for particular situations and specific 
audiences. Students are given many practical opportunities to harness the power to com-
municate within these many modes, including publications like a yearbook or newsletter; 
performance opportunities like puppet shows or dramas; presentation opportunities like 
sharing about their family vacation with a powerpoint. Finally, students are taught the 
power of narrative and how story telling is the most impactful angle to take within any of 
the above mentioned modes of communication.

Role playing is a really fun way for children to learn practical subject matters. In the kin-
dergarten Hygiene class, students learn to stop the spread of germs by practicing ‘how’ and 
‘when’ they can get their friends to wash their hands after a sneeze or cough, especially be-
fore they touch one another or other shared objects.  

                              Students  are  Social  Beings
Because we believe that students are social beings, we emphasize Collaborative 
Education as a way within which students can develop the necessary social skills 
to experience peaceful relationships and harmonious environments. A collabo-
rative education gives students instruction in the development of interpersonal 
skills for efficient relational exchanges between people and groups. It also offers 
the opportunity for students to practice the kind of cooperation where strengths 
and weaknesses are balanced out by the diversity of participants in an unified, 
collaborative effort to accomplish more than what an individual could do on 
their own. 

School isn’t just about learning concepts, it’s also about learning how to relate 
to other people and work together.  In Anatomy class, students often break into 
groups to learn the subject matter through collaborative exercises.  Here the boys 
are getting a chance to teach each other what it is they’re learning by using the 
“Big Anatomy Book.”

                              Students  are  Moral Beings

Because we believe that students are moral beings, we offer an Ethical 
Education that focuses on the students’ responsibility to do their part in 
the world to make it a healthy environment. An ethical education gives the 
student an opportunity to critically consider the difference between right 
and wrong, the resultant consequences of either position, and the power 
human beings possess to choose—to do good, or to do bad.

The Agriculture class not only learns about the production of food, but also the 
responsibility that comes with that power.  Here they are delivering fresh produce 
from our garden to widows who live just down the street from GOD Elementary.  

                            Students are created in the Image of God

Because we believe students are created in the image of God, we aim to offer a Theological Educa-
tion that produces self-awareness, invokes responsibility, defines limits, enhances critical thought 
processes, and matures perspective. Though people are created in the image of God, they are by no 
means God, so as finite beings it’s important that the students are matured into the image they were 
created in, as revealed and made visible in the one, Jesus of Nazareth, the image of the invisible God. 
A beneficial theological education then, not only teaches the student about God, but teaches the 
student how to image God - to be a moral being, a good person.

Students are taught to think critically, even about the scriptures, so that they’re able to both interpret 
them accurately, but also implement them into reasonable practice.

                                          Students  are  Creative  Beings

Because we believe that students are creative beings, we emphasize the development of cre-
ativity, particularly within the framework of a Wisdom and Language Education. Having a 
Biblical view on creativity, we refuse the position that creativity is simply doing whatever it is 
that you want to do, in any way that you feel it should be done. Instead, we teach that biblical 
creativity culminates in the development of wisdom and the ability to harness the power of 
language. The Bible teaches that God created the world by his words, and that the process of 
creation itself revealed that the resultant order was a manifestation of God’s wisdom. Having 
been created in the image of God, the human being cannot create something out of nothing, 
but they have been given the power to name the world around them (Language) and order 
it (Wisdom) accordingly. A Linguistic (Language) and Philosophical (Wisdom) education is 
necessary for students to develop the ability to rightly order the world around them by a 
precise articulation of a world they hope to see.

Language learning is a well known catalyst for cognitive development. Learning it at an early 
age also makes it easier to learn other languages later in life. Here, Moriah Olson practices writ-
ing the Hebrew script. 

Our program 
efforts are 
based on an 
understanding 
that…

By Gregg Garner


