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By Gregg GarnerLet Us Not Forget...

 All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. - Galatians 2:10
There is something about being poor that makes a person re-evaluate their existence and purpose.  Being without not only removes dignity, but it also takes toll on hope, 
dreams and a future.  Not many of us have been truly poor.  Sure we've all had the pressure of not being able to pay a bill on time and some of us have even been without 
the funds to buy groceries or other necessities.  However, there is a physical poverty that to most Americans is a foreign concept.  

Living in the most affluent country in the world, being poor can be associated with things like not having cable, having only 1 car, "I haven't been shopping in a year," and 
"we can't afford to even go out to the movies!"  Then there's another poverty that we see on T.V. and it pulls our heartstrings in a way that compels us to feel "not so bad," 
and even grateful for what we do have.  

We even try to relate to this kind of poverty by saying things like, "I can't imagine if I had only 1 outfit," or "I don't know what I'd do if I had to live in an environment without 
running water and electricity."  By saying these things, even with sincerity, we attempt to relate to a people in need, but we actually prove how far removed we are from this 
kind of poverty.  

Let me explain, in most impoverished countries, the things about poverty that concern us are none of their concerns.  For example, most people groups are quite 
comfortable having a very minimum amount of clothing as long as they are clothed.  A life with electricity has been one they've never tasted, so the thoughts of having it 
are incredibly distant to them.  Running water is a luxury, so many people groups have wells, or a running water source like a creek or river from which they gather their 
water.  This is even a social meeting place for women, children and those involved in gathering this water.   

As missionaries, we can get very caught up in meeting needs that make us feel better about ourselves instead of actually helping people where they need help.  This in itself 
is a very hot topic in the realm of global missions.  As you know, most missions organizations, ours included, are supported by people like yourself who feel that the cause is 
worthy to be supported.  So the way by which support is solicited is to share stories and show images that will demonstrate the effectiveness of the organization to meet 
needs, hence, rallying continued support.  Therefore, it seems the easiest way to relate need, is to show people in physical need lacking materialistic possessions and even 
modern conveniences.  By doing this, an organization is ensured continuation of support and supporters feel more secure about giving to an organization that's making a 
"real" difference.  

Personally, that is the temptation.  To be an organization that tells people what they want to hear and show them what they want to see as to be ensured financial support.  
God help us!  Brothers and Sisters there is incredible poverty in these third world countries, but this is what makes them so prime to be blessed and take part in the 
Kingdom of God.  (I am writing this article in complete sincerity, praying God will communicate where I lack the ability.)

In our country, the poor are pitied and serviced.  We have clothing facilities, meal facilities, lodging facilities, all set up for the poor.  We have done a good job about taking 
care of the poor in these ways, but I question if this was the way Jesus intended things.  

When we come to life in Christ, there is a revolution of the heart and mind that by God's Spirit transforms us into a new creation.  (Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come! - 2 Corinthians 5:17) If this is true, then why do we service the poor in the same way the world does?  There are many, many 
organizations that take care of the poor in these very humanitarian ways, but how do we differ?  

The bible and especially Jesus spent significant amounts of time and conversation on the poor.  "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor." - Luke 4:18

Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see:
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor"- Matthew 11:4, 5

"Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God." - Luke 6:20b

"But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous."  Luke 14:13, 14

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?  - James 2:5

The world defines poverty by a lack of resources, specifically financial resources.  Those without are at a great disadvantage according to the world, but what does the bible 
say about the poor.  "Theirs is the kingdom of God," "God has chosen those who are poor to be rich in faith."  The Kingdom of God is completely opposite to the ways of the 
world.  So what can we do?  How can we respond to the poor different than the world?  How can we have the mind of Christ in this situation?

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. - 1st John 3:16

How about we lay down our lives for them!  (To be continued in the May World Invader…)



" Praise the Lord for Steve & Julie Francis who will be serving as the chairmen of the SLAM Board of Advisors.  Steve and Julie live in Old Hickory, TN and have two 
kids; Tyler and Sydney.  Please pray for them as they will be heading up an integral part of the ministry.  They will also be joining us on mission to Mexico this June.  God 
could not have given us a more capable and called family to fulfill this position.  Thank you Jesus!
" Please pray for Pastor Chamjok (a Sudenese refugee who is a Pastor now living in Nashville) as we are (God willing) raising approximately $3,500 for his summer support.  
This will include all his airfare, travel, meals and lodging in East Africa as well as the support for his family while he is gone for 42 days.  Chamjok will be paramount to the 
cross cultural issues that will be encountered this summer.  
" Pray for Efrain Castellanos, who is the Pastor we minister with in Morristown, TN.  He has a great burden not only for the people of Morristown, but also for his family and 
hometown in Mexico.  Please pray that God will guide us in how we can assist him in not only reaching Morristown, but also by reaching out to his hometown in Mexico.
" Also pray as we continue to fundraise for our orphanage/school in Kenya.  This orphanage is going to be the first of its kind, as it will integrate biblical learning as the 
primary objective.  We're going to need $10,000 to begin this project.  
" Praise the Lord for the many ways He's provided and will provide.  Please join us in prayer, because we are definitely taking on tasks that are impossible.  We are 
completely dependent on God to provide for these things as we seek His kingdom first.  So please pray with us that God will do what only He can do and meet the needs 
for those He's placed before us.

Meet the Men and Women of the East African Training Center; From Left to Right: Elias Rukenya (Head Pastor and overseer to 3 indiginous 
churches, husband and father to 5 children he is also the head teacher/trainer at the East African Training center in Kenya.)  Danson Kamogere (a worship leader/musician 
and translator from English to Kiswahilli, Kikuyu and Kiembu, Danson will be relocating to Tanzania, East Africa upon the completion of his training as a missionary.)  
Jospeter Mutembe (a former taxi driver, having resigned his position when he moved to the training center to be full time student, he came to know Jesus about 5 years 
ago.  Prior to his conversion, he had a child out of wedlock who was born mentally handicapped.  At this time we are supporting his childs special education while Jospeter 
is training to be a missionary to Uganda, East Africa.)  Joseph Kurioki (brother in law to Rukenya, has been a faithful lay worker at his local church serving with the children 
and youth, soon he will be serving in the Congo of East Africa.)  Benson Kivuri (was dismissed from school when he was eight because of a marking on his face teachers 
believed to be contagious, Benson did not learn to read or speak any English.  He was abandoned by his father and was forced to work manual labor from the age of 10 to 
help provide for his mother and brothers.  Today he's learning to read, write and speak English.  He will be a missionary in Ethiopia soon.) Japeth and Risper have not 
begun training, but will possibly begin this June and will be missionaries to Ruwanda.  Elias and his family also have not begun training, but will possibly begin this June 
and be missionaries to Sudan.   The re are still 20 more people on the waiting list.

Please pray for these men and women who are not just giving a couple months or even years to the ministry, but their lives.  Many of them have given up land, cattle and 
other possessions to come and be trained in the word of God.  Ask that the Lord will supply their needs as for each one it is different.  Ranging from $25 to $100 a month, 
this includes basic necessities and training materials.  Also pray that God will prepare the hearts of their destination country where they will teach people the word of God.  

Please continue to support Students Living A Mission with your prayers and financial support.  We are not able to continue this ministry without 
your continued help.   Let us press into God and ask him to provide so together we can help those in need of the hope in glory; Jesus Christ!

Remember to make checks payable to "It took a miracle/SLAM" and send them to:  Students Living A Mission
         809 Garrett Court
         Antioch, TN 37013
All donations are tax deductible

1000's of young people every year go on mission to the Mexicali Valley in Mexico.  Gregg Garner, SLAM Executive Director has been leading worship for a camp in the
Mezquital village for the past 5 years.  800 high school and college students worshipped in a dirt field twice a day as Gregg led with his acoustic guitar. During the day students invaded local villages 
partnering with the Mexican churches to serve through vacation bible school, construction, and community outreach.  The week was more than a success as the students experienced a freedom to 
worship Jesus like never before, 20 students gave their lives to Christ, and the local community was ministered to.  Through the eyes of faith we see that many seeds were planted and are being 
watered to grow into beautiful eternal fruit for God's Kingdom.  (By Robert Munoz)


