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Josh Kurtz is a youth pastor who brought his young people to a
SLAM Mission in Ensenada, Mexico this past December. His 
response to their experience was the following:

   "They have been changed by Jesus and it's awesome. The word of  
God is coming to life for them now. They are beginning to see and 
they love it."

  -  Josh Kurtz, Team leader Woodcrest Church Eagan, MN

Kaleb is a high schooler who attended a recent youth retreat led in 
worship and bible teaching by UnNamed Servant. He wrote the 
following email to thank us:

   "Hey guys I just wanted to thank you for leading worship up at 
Lake Shore Camp like two weeks ago. You guys are great and God 
is going to do some great things through you. I just want to thank 
you Gregg for leading me into searching my own heart and crying 
out to God about my hidden fear and problems. You guys are 
great, God Bless! "

  - Kaleb, RIOT   Retreat Attendee

Testimonies

5th – “Giving Back” The date of  our Supporters Conference has been
moved!   Many of  you who love and serve us behind the scenes, are not 
able to participate in our ministry activities on a day-to-day basis. So we 
are holding this one day Conference from 9am – 4pm on Saturday, 
February 5th.  Contact our office if  you are interested @ 615.832.2470

12th – “Davis Wedding”  Another one of  our family members is 
getting married!  Michael Davis has been serving with the organization 
over the last year in the Operations Department.  Mike is marrying 
Amanda Oaks who has been involved with SLAM for the last 4 years and 
has recently enrolled in the Institute for G.O.D.  They will be tying the 
knot in Knoxville, TN.  We can all celebrate together as the two become 
one and the Lord continues to guide them in their calling to serve God!

18th – 20th – “Pinon Hills, Glorietta Retreat”  Last year was 
awesome!  UnNamed Servant wore big wigs, Rob knocked over Gregg’s 
mic and tried taking over lead vocals, and the kids loved every moment of  
it!  Last year's retreat was a great time as many of  the young people made 
commitments to missions and went on to serve the Lord with us in 
Mexico.  UnNamed Servant needs our prayers again this year as they 
travel back to continue building relationships with the young people in 
Pinon Hills, New Mexico. 
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Web Updates

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord continues to amaze us with all that He is able to do through this 
ministry. In all we accomplish, we acknowledge His work in us and all that 
He is doing through you - our supporters! We are so thankful for all of  you 
who continue to join us through prayer and support. Without you none of  
the following things would be possible!

Our 2nd annual "International Thanksgiving Celebration" was a wonderful 
day of  gratitude. Over 50 people came together for a time of  fellowship in 
meal, prayer, worship and in the scriptures.  We also took time to remember 
and pray for our family in Kenya and Uganda who were going through a 
time of  famine. 

A Bible conference was held in Nashville with over 50 in attendance. The 
G.O.D. office was filled with people ages 15 to 60. Over 20 hours of  bible 
teaching was given in a 2 day period.  The message was focused on 
communicating that truth cannot be spoken independent of  the person of  
Jesus Christ.  (See our website for testimonies)

60 students and leaders from 4 states came to serve at the SLAM December 
Mission to Mexico.  Times of  vacation bible school for the children were 
facilitated and over 15 families in need had their homes repaired and 
protected from record rain-fall in Ensenada.  I would also like to note that 
this year the Mexican students from the training center were the primary 
facilitators of  the service projects and even volunteered and assisted us in 
the actual projects.  Among the volunteers were folks whom we had shared 
the gospel with just this last summer.  

One man in particular was an alcoholic and beat his wife.  His wife has been 
working with our team for a couple of  years and last December we started 
really praying for him to come to know Jesus.  A year later, he had come to 

Here, many of  the students from the
Riot Retreat (led by UnNamed Servant)
are praying together, encouraging each
other and demonstrating the love of  Jesus
that they learned about all weekend.

This picture shows several of  the
students and leaders, who traveled
to Mexico with us, rebuilding a
home for a woman and her family. 

Before, this house was made of  pallets, had a dirt floor and leaky roof.  After this
week she had four solid walls, a water-tight roof  and a floor made of  concrete.  This
was only one of  the many service projects performed by the team that traveled to
Mexico this December.
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know the love of  the Lord; he no longer drinks or abuses his wife.  This 
time he was busy helping us renovate homes, taking time off  from his job 
to do so.  Praise the Lord!

Another thing I would like to mention is a miraculous testimony of  God's 
power.  In March of  '04, I was in Mexico.  Standing outside in front of  the 
training center, I was approached by a Mexican woman named Perla.  Her 
hair was a bit ratty, clothes shabby and her countenance was down.  She 
began to encourage me of  the wonderful teachings about God that she was 
so thankful to hear.  I told her that the words she was hearing have the 
power to give life and to restore.  She then began to tell me about her home 
situation.  Her husband abuses her. He spends all their money on alcohol.  
They have 5 kids who are malnourished. And she had been recently 
diagnosed with ovarian and colon cancer.  She continued to say, that in light 
of  that situation, she was very happy to see people who were happy and 
who cared for others.  I told her that these people, including myself, were 
products of  the work of  God.  I shared with her that God loves us and 
cares for us as we are and is determined to communicate that love to the 
whole world and even to her.  She then asked me if  God cared about the 
fact that she had cancer.  Now, let me say that she said this in a manner that 
was not aggressive, but very sincere and gentle.  I told her, that God is able 
to do what no human could accomplish even through all their technologies.  
In that moment I knew the Lord had opened up a door to make Him 
known to that woman.  I told her that I would like to pray for her and that I 
believed God could heal her.  I knew she didn't have money to go to a 
doctor and receive treatments, which was implied throughout our 
conversation.  Outside, in front of  the entire community, as vehicles passed 
by lifting up the dirt on the roads and bicycle vendors advertised their 
products for sale, we prayed to the Lord Jesus.  The bible tells us in James 
5:15 that "the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the 
Lord will raise him up…"  I gave her some money, not much; I believe I 
only had $10 in my pocket.  With tears in her eyes, she expressed her 
gratitude and I told her that the Lord had touched her and that He will 
always be with her. 

3 months later, we returned with some more teams to continue the work 
the Lord has given us.  One night during a worship service, as I was leading 
the group in singing, I noticed a commotion in the back of  the meeting.  
Everyone else was facing me since I was in the front and only a few other 
people and I could see the commotion.  Since I was leading the 
congregation, others rushed to the situation.  When I observed people 
break into hysteric weeping, I knew there was a problem.  

From a distance I could then see the injuries on two women including Perla 
(the woman in the story above).  It turns out that Perla and her mother 
were going to make us all dinner to express their gratitude for our service.  
While using their propane fueled stove, they had an oil fire that exploded 
onto their bodies.  They rushed to the church because going to the hospital 
was not an option for them.

I immediately stopped playing the guitar when I saw them bringing the 
ladies to me.  Normally, I don't address such situations with so many people 
around, because frankly many people (mostly Christians) are not 
comfortable with the fact that God is able to do what only He can do.  I 
saw this again as a moment God wanted to show His power.  I then asked 
the congregation to begin to pray because God was going to touch these 
women.  I motioned for my guys, Robert, Paul, Jason and Mike D. to come 
help me pray for these ladies.  As I went to lay my hands on Perla I noticed 
her skin was puffing up.  It was red and pink and was blistering all over.  
The odor of  burnt skin permeated through the room.  The women were in 
great pain.  As soon as we laid hands on them, immediately the red and 
pink and blisters faded away and the women ceased from crying, for the 
pain had left.  This was the work of  God!  I brought the ladies in front of  

everyone and literally wiped the ashes off  of  their skin and showed 
everyone the power of  the only living God.

After this incident, Perla went to the Doctor to get checked out.  Some of  
the people on the mission had given some money for her to do this.  The 
doctor told her that her skin showed no sign of  even being burned at all.  
They also did test for her cancer and it was all gone; the Doctor said it was 
a miracle!  

This past December Perla stood in front of  everyone and gave her 
testimony of  how Jesus had changed her life, saved her, and showed her 
just how much He cared for her.  Thinking about this makes me so happy 
to be serving Jesus.

This March, we will be facilitating a team from Canada, who will go and 
serve by renovating Perla's home and ministering the gospel of  love to her 
husband.  Please pray for this family and this mission.  Her husband 
witnessed these miracles and is in complete disbelief.  He has even blamed 
his drunkenness, saying that the fire didn't really happen and he was just 
drunk when he saw them burnt.  However, we believe God is going to do a 
work in his life to show him His love.  Amen!  

The first week of  January; Gregg, Robert, Jason, Paul and Mike D. taught at 
the G.O.D. Training Center in Ensenada. 7 of  the trainees, including 
international staff  member, Juan Serrano, were in attendance for 3 full days 
of  intensive bible study averaging about 10 hours a day.  Here are some of  
their comments…
"It's like my eyes have been opened up to the word of  God."

"These are the mysterious things that we know are in the word, but have 
never been taught to see."

"All this bible teaching has placed a greater love in my heart for God and 
people of  the world."

"We want to be a different church and ministry, not to be puffed up, but to 
have a ministry based on the bible and we have been confirmed of  that 
need this week."

UnNamed Servant led worship and taught the bible to 60 high school 
students and adults at a retreat in Wisconsin. This group will be going with 
SLAM to Ensenada to serve in the summer.  The retreat was called "Riot."  
Pastor Dave Spooner told me that he really believed the weekend was what 
the ministry needed and that it was what they had been praying for.  I'll 
never forget the closing evening when every student huddled into a circle 
and spontaneously sang worship to Jesus and then began to pray and 
encourage one another.  

Finally, the Institute for G.O.D Int'l has started its second semester with all 
of  its students returning and 7 new students. 

G.O.D. hired on a new staff  member named Derek Bargatze. Derek and 
his wife Celesta will be G.O.D. Int'l full-time missionaries to Mwea, Kenya 
but are currently receiving training at our international headquarters in 
Nashville, TN.  

Staff  member Paul and Heather Olson were married on January 8th! We 
praise Jesus for the new marriage and we pray God will continue to use 
them as we serve together. 

Again there is so much more to say, but not enough paper!  
Keep checking our websites, because Derek is now serving with us as a 
Communications Coordinator and will be updating them on a regular basis.       


